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3. Svnopsis

William and Harriet and family came to the Smoot area in 1887. As pioneers
in this sparsely settled area, they faced hardships one ofwhich was breaking new
land. Another was the lack of medical help. They were active in the LDS Church.
William Joshua served on community boards and both knew the value of education.

4. Other

*Reference is made to an article printed in the Star Vallev Independent in
1930.

*copy of article printed in 1987 in the Star Vallev Independent



In 1903 the Crooks buih a two

story, seven room frame house, still
standing in 1987, a mile and a half
northwest of the town of Smoot.

The Crooks became an important
part of the growing valley during those
years. Joshua served as assistant
superintendent in Smoot's first Sunday
School. He also served an LDS mission

to the Eastern States after moving the
family to the Smoot area. In addition, he
served several terms as a trustee of the

Smoot Public Schools, and one term on
the school board of the Consolidated

District No. 19.

•

Harriet also served in the LDS church. She was a teacher in the first Relief Society organized in
Smoot. In addition to caring for her family, Harriet was recognized for "always having time to help her
friends.. .attending to the sick and needy," according to the report carried in the November 6. 1930 edition
of the Star Valley Independent on the couples Golden Wedding Anniversary.

The same report noted that Harriet
was the "first white woman to see

Cottonwood Lake." The family explains
the Crooks were traveling horseback to the
lake with another group of people. Joshua
reportedly told Harriet to ride ahead so she
would have first site of the beautiful

mountain lake.

The Crooks emphasized education
for their children. According to that report
carried in the Star ValleyIndependent, "Mr.
and Mrs. Crook have always been

champions of education and as their children completed public schools in the valley, and then they were
sent to high schools at Paris, Idaho, or Logan, Utah."

The same article notes Joshua had "seen many changes in the last seventy years.. .His
experiences in different methods of harvesting are very complete, having seen his father grain with a
sickle and harvesting himself using a cradle, dropper, hand-feed harvester, binder and having observed
and helped to operate a header and a combine harvester. He claims to have the low down on
transportation, as he traveled by hand cart, horseback, ox team, mule team, horses, railroad, automobile
and last, but not less thrilling, while in Salt Lake City a short time ago, he went for an airplane ride".

Both Joshua and Harriet had indeed witnessed progress even at the turn of the century. In their
years they had traveled by handcarts and ox team with their families to Utah; later they had used horses
and buggies in Star Valley. Their posterity now skips from state to state in air conditioned comfort to at
family reunions to keep the family tradition going.



CROOK FAMILY SETTLED IN SMOOT 100 YEARS AGO

~ from Star Vailey Independent June 1987

It was 100 years ago when William Joshua Crook and his wife Harriet Jane Howell brought their
young family from Fish Haven, Idaho, to the sparsely settled area in northern Star Valley, later to become
known as Smoot, Wyoming.

Joshua, staked a claim for 160 acres in the area. The follov^ng spring

'vB he brought his family to the sight where they built asmall log cabin,

WILLIAM JOSIIUA AND HARRIET JANE CROOK

Most of Wyoming was still open territory at that time. Settlers
were staking new claims and some were simply passing through the
territory on the Oregon or Lander Trails bound for the northwest.

Smoot and the Star Valley area weren't just a passing
experience for Joshua and Harriet. The Crooks were one of the first
families to settle here. Over the past 100 years their posterity has
grown to over 800. Many still live in the Star Valley today.

Like most of the early settlers there were challenges for the
Crooks. Theirs started early though. After that little two room log
home with a dirt roof was built and their crops put in that first
summer, the Crooks traveled into Afton for a July 24^*^ celebration. A
trip from Smoot to Afton in 1888 was no small task. When the family
returned they found their crops destroyed. A large herd of cattle had
detoured from the nearby Lander Trail and had mutilated a summers
worth of work.

Harvey Crook, the only one of their 11 children still living, recalled the event. "Several hundred
cattle devoured and made a dust bowl of our grain crop."

The Crooks second major challenge in their new home came with the change of seasons. They
experienced one of Star Valley's famous winters that first year. An excerpt from the book Star Valley
and Its Communities reports on the winter of 88: "The snow fell to a depth of from three and a half to
four feet in the level valley bottom. It is said that it snowed and melted again and again until all together
eighteen feet of snow fell that winter."

Harvey tells of how his father "cut wheat grass from the east hills to feed the cows that winter."
It was milk from those cows and the supplies brought from Idaho that helped them through that first
winter.

In those early days professional medical attention was not available. The families settling the
valley relied on each other for help in times of sickness or need. At times without the proper help, injoury
or disease could easily end in death. Two of Harvey's brothers were examples of this. One died from
flood poisoning after getting a wood sliver in his hand and another from infection after breaking his ribs
while branding cattle.

In 1891 a plague of diphtheria took 15 lives in the area. For the early settlers it was a helpless
feeling. Referring to this and similarinstances when medical help was not available, Harvey replied, "We
just had to say good bye to them."


