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A Branch of The

Skinner Family Tree

^is story begins in Swimbridge England. It is not only fascinating
but has resulted in a loving family who cherishes thier roots and who
are constantly seeking to learn more and more. It is the hopes of the
authors/compliers of this book that it senses as a catalyst for all family
members to recognize the value of personal histories and to encourage
them to keep their own personal journals of their lives, happiness,
struggles, experiences and of course joys in living this life.
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Origin of Skinner Name

Skynar, Skyner, Skyiuiar, Skynner, Skener, Skinlnir and Skinner was a Danish
name meaning the Keeper of Robes, or skins then worn, and after the overthrow of
the Danes in England under King Alfred (A.D.878) a treatv was concluded ''
between the two, in virtue of which, the entii-e Kingdom of Wessex, from Somerset
to Kent, was evacuated by the Danes, who were allowed however to retain the
greater part of the east coast of England from Lincoln northward, which district
(Lincolnshire, Yorkshire and Northumberland) was called "Dane-law", which
name it retained down to the Norman Conquest - A.D.1066, because the
inhabitants were ruled by Danish and not by English Law. Sir RobertSkinner,
Kinsman of the beautiful Arlotta" of Falaise, Mother of William the Conqueror, was invited
by the Conqueror to return to England and establish himselfat Bolingbroke in Lincolnshire,
as husband of the Saxon heiress, theie resident. This tradition, preserved in all branches of
thiswide spread family isconfirmed by a Pedigree deposited at Heralds College in J703
with Robert Dale, then Blanch Lion Poursuivant Extraordinary by the hand of the Rev.

WilliamSkynner, Vicarof Sunbury. It appears that
• about 1440, Robert Skynner, a Monk attached to the

Priory of Little Malvern invited a younger brother of
m the House of Bolingboke, his brother Johii, to settle

near him, and in a Windovv of Little Malvern Priory;

uxoris ejus, et filiorum suorum et filiarum". From
tliis "Robert Skynner" was descended "Skynnerof Le

81 I! JUk near Ledbury, Herefordshire, buried in the
Ledbury Clnurch circa 1544, the Common

LittleMnlvcni Priori/ - afrngiueut
of the late Norninn loork of tJw
finve mcndc datesfrom 1171.
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Origin of Skinner Name

The word Skinner itself derived from the Middle English "skynnere" and the Old Norman
"skinnari." Rather than alluding to the act of skinner, the name signified the act of flaying
skins after they had been removed from Ihe animal. In the ancient English records, the
name is often Latinized to PELLIPARIUS. In the olden days, "skinners" were absolutely
essential to economic life, and those bearing the name naturally held a correspondingly high
position in tlie community'. The name appears in the old archives in many curious forins,
and from the many instances of "Skynnere" it is seen that this was the original spelling.
Families of the name were to be found at early dates in the English counties of Oxford,
Somerset, York, London, Lincoln, Hereford, Worcester, Sussex and Devon, which is wiiere

our branch came from.

S*LIL i

«lohn & Jane Skinner
Swimbrkloe VMase

-v.I

Now that you know the origin of the Skinner name our history will begin with John and
Jane Skinner who lived in Devonshire England and immigrated to the United States several
years after joining the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. John's parents would not
have much to do with him after he was baptized a Mormon so we know little about them.
The following family group sheet represents the immediate family of John and Jane Skinner
and their histories follow.
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Chapter 1
John Skinner & Jane Smith Family

Husband: John Skinner

Name; John Skinner

Gender; Male

Birlh: 30 May 1822 in Bishop Nympton. Dvnshr, England
Death; 27 Jun 1899 in Nounan, Bear Lake, Idaho, USA
Burial;

Marriage; 02 Sep 1849 in Bristol, Smithurst, Enqland

Father; William Skinner

Mother; Charlotte Stiner

CMher Spouses; Eliza Knott (b; 1824)

Wife: Jane Smith

Name;

Gender:

Birth:

Death:

Burial:

Father-

Mother:

Other Spouses;

Children:

Jane Smith

Fernale

26 May 1831 in Bishop Nympton, Dvnshr, England
28 Jun 1914 in Nounan,B-Lk,Idaho,USA

George Smith
Ann Bowden

1 Name: Hyrum Skinner

M Gender-

/•v Birth; 02 Sep 1850 in Temple Parish, Bristol. Somerset, England
Death: 02 Jun 1928 in Providence. Cache, Utah. USA
Burial:

Marnage; 18 Mar 1885 in Logan. Cache. Utah. USA
Spouses; Elizabeth Ann Hunter (b; 13 Jun 1868)

Marie Fitysh (b; 1850)
Mary Jane Chugg (b; 02 Mar 1855)

2 Name; George Skinner

M Gender: Male ^
Birth; 25Jul 1852 in Bristol, Glostr, England

Death; 21 Oct 1918 in Graham. Graham. Arizona, USA
Burial;

/A,
Marriage; 17 Feb 1873 in Salt Lake City, Salt Lake, Utah, USA
Spouses; Elizabeth Stratton (b; 21 Apr 1855)

Martha Angeline Matlock (b; 1854)
3 Name; Brigham Heber Skinner
M Gender; Male 1^

Birth: 15 Nov 1854 in St. Phillips, Bristol, England
Death; 26 Jun 1893 in Nounan. Bear Lake. Idaho, USA
Burial:

Marriage 17 Feb 1873 in Salt Lake City, Salt Lake, Utah, USA
Spouses; Lucy Ann Smith (b; 18 Aug 1857)
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Chapter 1
John Skinner & Jane Smith Family

Name: John Alexander Skinnet

Gender: Male

11 Dec 1857 in Columbia, Atlantic, Ocean .
13 Jul 1930 in Montpelier, Beat Lake, Idaho, USA

19 Get 1876 in Pans, Bear Lake, Idaho, USA

Sylvia Kelsey (b: 27 Jan 1853)

William Henry Skinner

fvlale

22 Dec 1858 in Oakfieid, Genesee, New York, USA
02 Nov 1935 in Soda Spnngs, Caribou, Idaho, USA

Birth

Death

Burial

Marriage
Spouses

Name

Gender

Birth

Death

Burial

Marriage
Spouses

Gender.

Birth

Death

Burial

Marriage
Spouses

Name

Gender

Birth

Death

Burial

Marriage
Spouses

Name

Gender

Birth

Death

Burial

Marriage
Spouses

irriage: 18 Oct 1876 in Pans. Br-Lk, Idaho. USA
ouses: Hannah Mathetison Miller (b: 1860)

Mary Ann Jensen (b: 13 Dec 1858)
Mary Penman (b: 1860)

Name; Mary Jane Skinner
iender. Female

22 Feb 1861 in Oakfieid. Genesee. New York, USA
19 Mar 1886 in Ovid, Bear Lake, Idaho. USA

14 Oct 1880 in Salt Lake, Salt Lake, Utah, USA
John Henry Peterson (b: 26 Sep 1857)

Elizabeth Ann Skinner

Female

02 Auq 1863 in Oakfieid, Genesee. New York. USA
22 Dec 1944 in Ovid, Bear Lake, Idaho, USA

14 Oct 1880 in Salt Lake, Salt Lake, Utah, USA
John Sorensen (b: 01 May 1859)

Harriet Eliza Skinner. : •

Female .

01 Apr 1865 in Town Oakfui, Genesee, New York, USA
01 Mar 1952 in tvlonlpelier, Bear Lake, Idaho, USA

15 Nov 1879 in Paris. Bear Lake. Idaho, USA
Brighami Bacon (b: 22 Mar 1861)
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Chapter 1
John Skinner & Jane Smith Family

HFoljn g-lunner 1822 Sc Jane 1831

ii

John Skinner was born May 30, 1822 in 5\vimbridge, Devonsliire,
England, the son of Charlotte Stiner and William Skinner. His

mpV' ^ parents owned acomfortable home and farm where he enjoyed the
normal life of an English boy of the time. At the age of 22, John met

on January 1, 1844 at South Molton, Devon, England and became
parents of two daughters, Louisa (born July 11, 1844) and Sarah
(born in 1845). Typhus Fever claimed the lives of Eliza and both
children. John found employment at a farm where Jane Smith had

been hired out for work and was what was called a bonds woman. She

received a place to sleep and whatever food her master deemed
necessary for her labors. John saw the unkind treatment of the farmer B':
toward Jane and befriended her. Jane was born May 26, 1831, at [\'M. ^
Nympton (Bishop's), Devon, England, the daughter of George Smith and . .iHf
Ann Bowden. Her father had been a broom maker. Four months before .1|i|
she was born, he died at the factory. The event left her mother with the djjf
responsibility of raising the family alone. So, at the age of nine years,
Jane was placed in a home where she earned her keep by helping a lady
with her weaving. The lady was so large she couldn't get behind the loom to tie the knots, so
tiny Jane did this. As soon as she was old enough to do heavier work, Jane was put out for
bond by her mother to a farmer where she learned meat cutting, dairy work and to cook.
She worked hard and became very discouraged and ran away only to be found and pul into
prison in solitary confinement. She had fallen in love with a young man who also worked at
the farm whose name was John Skimier. After she was released from prison they were
married on September 2, 1848 at Bristol, Gloucester, England. They established a home of
their own at Temple Point, England and two years later their first child, Hyrum, was born
on September 2,1850. Elder Orson Pratt, a member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles
who was assigned to preside over the European Mission of the Church was instrumental in
converting John and Jane. Elder Pratt shared the Book of Mormon, the teachings of the
restored gospel given to the Prophet Josepli Smith and they were baptized on May 26,1849.
Johii's parents were displeased with him and were never willing to listen to him concerning
his new found faith. Soon after their conversion the young couple began to make plans to
go to Zion and by late 1856 they had saved enough money to make the trip. By this time
they had two more children, George born July 25, 1852 and Brigham born November 15,
1854. In an effort to save money on their trip to Liverpool, John took the two older boys,
Hyrum and George and traveled by boat. Jane was pregnant and John had insisted she and
the baby, Brigham, go by train to Liverpool. When she arrived she heard the boat on ^ '̂hich
Joh]i and the boys were traveling had sunk. She was in shock and hardly knew what to do.
She was all alone with very little money and a baby in arms. She prayed fervently to the
Lord that the report may not be true and later in the day her prayers were answered and she
learned the report was only a rumor. She was once again at peace and elated with this
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Chapter 1
John Skinner & Jane Smith Family

wonderful news which needless to say made her very happy. John, Jane and their three
boys joined a group of Two Hundred Twenty Three Saints led bv Elder "J" Williams. Jane
was in the last few months of delivering their fourth child when they boarded the ship
"Columbia" at Liverpool November 18, 1856 and set out for America. The 45-day ocean
voyage was hard on Jane and made the birth of her baby even more difficult. She suffered
from motion sickness caused by the constant rolling effect
of the ocean on ships. Thursday, December 11, 1856 she
gave birth to another son. There was a shortage of fresh
water aboard the ship and tiie baby had to be bathed in
salt water, which made his little body extremely sore. jafatiiiili '
Captain John Hutchinson, the ship's Master wanted the
baby named after his ship but Jane would not hear of '1^
such a thing. They named the baby boy John Alexander
Skinner. Jane had endured much hardship and sickness
during the voyage and VA'anted to forget the ship. When
the "Columbia" arrived in New York on January 11857, jF
Jane was so thin and ill she was not allowed to go on deck M,. „
with the rest of the company for inspection. When the
family arrived in New York they found they didn't have
sufficient funds to continue their journey west. So John
took his family to upstate New York and settled at
Oakfield in Genesee County where he u'ent to work on a farm until they saved enough
money to rent their own place. UHiile living in the Oakfield area, the following children
were born - William Henry - December 22, 1858, Mary Jane - February 22, 1861, Elizabeth
Ami - August 2, 1863, Harriet Eliza - April 1, 1865 and Emily Eugenia - July 16, 1867.
During the ten years they lived in New York the family did well enough financially that
John wanted to buy a farm. Jane reminded him of their original plan to go west to Zion to be
among the Saints. So they sold what they couldn't take with them and set out for Utah by
wagon, boat and train to Laramie, Wyoming {an outfitting station). They joined a company
of 272 Saints with 39 wagons under the leadership of Captain William S. Seeley and started
for Utah on August 1, 1868. Along the way, many times, scouts alerted them that Indians
were on the warpath but they were blessed not to come under any attack during their
journey. The Skinner family arrived in Utah just in time for John to find work on the
railroad being built through Echo Canyon by the Union Pacific. John settled his family in
Caclie valley at Providence where the following children were born, Joseph Alma on
December 10, 1869, James Albert on December 3, 1871 and Alice Amelia - December 10,
1873. They were sealed together October 5, 1869 in the Logan temple. James Albert
contracted the measles and died September 13,1873. Measles were such a dreaded disease
at the time that no one would come to the home. So, Jajie washed, dressed and wrapped her
baby in a blanket and handed him through a window to a man for burial.

Providence Utah

In 1869 Providence had become a sti-ong settlement. There seemed to be constant Indian
scares but President Brigham Young strictly enjoined the people to give the natives no cause
for offense. The people were told not to kill the game nor take the fish which the Indians
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Chapter 1
John Skinner & Jane Smith Family

claimed as theirs, but to buy what they needed from them. This would give the natives
means of subsistence without begging or stealing from the whites. The settlers also must
always treat the natives justly, and regard their rights sacredly as their own. But while they
were to treat the natives kindly, they were to be treated firmly, and kept at arm's length -
not allowed to trample on the rights of the settlers. President Brigham Young always
maintained that it was "cheaper" financially "to feed the Indians than to fight them," and
the liistory of Utah fully substantiates the assertion. To impress upon the Indians the fact
that the settlers were always ready for service, frequent musters and drill were held, and
parties of minute men often patrolled the country. Sometimes, indeed it was necessary, in
order to recover stolen cattle and horses. Work in Providence could be found in working at
the saw mills, grist mills, building houses, barns and sheds. Population increased and the
fruits of industry began toabound. Prices were much lower then, with nails costing 60cents
per pound and sugar was also 60 cents per pound. It is difficult to realize how it was
possible for tlie early inhabitants of Cache Valley to make ends meet, especially when
remembering that there was, for years practically no market for the products of the county -
wheat and other grains. During those early days it was not an uncommon thing for the
farmer to haul a load of grain ninet)' miles to Salt Lake City, and receive in exchange a
limited assortment of the most un-saleable goods making a bundle neither too heavy nor too
large to carry conveniently under one arm. By the time John, Jane and family arrived in
Cache Valley (1868) the Indian hostilities was at a peak. The hidians still charged the
Mormons with having shown friendship towards the troops who had slain so many of their
kindred at the battle of Bear River, and from time to time raided the country, taking a
considerable number of horses and inflicting other damage.

In 1874, John accepted a call from President Brigham Young to go to the Bear Lake Valley
and help settle Nounan where he built a home and homesteaded several hundred acres of
land. He was successful at helping build and operate a cheese manufacturing plant in the
mouth of Coop Canyon under the direction of Bishop Henry J. Home of Paris. Apostle
Charles C. Rich called Jolm to be the Presiding Elder of the Saints in Nounan while working
at the cheese coop and raising his own cattle and sheep. Their youngest child was born
December 8,1876 and named Nephi Aaron Skinner. He was the first white child born iji the
Nounan valley.
John and sons got most of their timber for building up a canyon south and across the road
from their Jiome. To this day the canyon is named Skinner Canyon.
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Chapter 1
John Skinner & Jane Smith Family

John and Jane lived a full life together; were the parents of thirteen children, tu-elve of
which lived to attain maturity. When their oldest daughter Mary Jane died in childbirth
March 19, 1886, they took her infant daughter and raised her during theii- declining years.
This cliild was Jane Matilda Peterson, their oldest daughter's third child. John was 77-years
old when he died June 27,1899. Jane was 83-years old when she died June 28,1914. Both are
buried on the homestead in the Skimier Cemetery at Nounan.

> j-
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Chapter 1
John Skinner & Jane Smith Family

Nounan Valley:

The history of Nounan valley begins as far as the white man is concerned wlien Philemon
Christopher Merrill, his son, Steven Thomas and son-in-law S}4vanus Colette trailed 212

liead of cattle belonging to William H. Hooper of Soda
N • ^rito Nounan valley on May 13, 1873 and stayed

^"^1* - spring of 1874. President Brigham Young
' assigned Merrill to be the first Presiding Elder of the

-̂ Soda Springs area before he was sent to the Bear Lake
Valley where he figured prominently in the history of
Bennington. He was employed by the Hooper Cattle
Company while in Soda Springs, and as such, was the

• W"'̂ cattle drive into Nounan valley.
Hooper and Merrill had ridden through the valley the previous summer and were
impressed with the lush grass and u'ater resources. Hooper believed that since he had
successfully wintered cattle in Gentile Valley for several years, he believed he could do as
well in Nounan valley. The u'inter of1873-74, although not extremely bad, proved to be too
much for the cattlemen. When the spring thaw occurred, the cattlemen who had brought
212 head of cattle to Nounan headed back to the Hooper ranch with only 108 head of cattle
leaving behind 18 head too sick or weak to trail and the carcasses of over 90 head. The sick
and weak animals were abandoned. Never the less, the three cattlemen had started the
settlement by constructing three different cabins used while tending the herd. Nine of the
animals were left for dead but survived and were still in the valley when John Skinner
arrived June 1, 1874. He and his family became the first permanent settlers of the Nounan
valley. John and his boys found nine head of Hooper's cattle still alive and trailed the
animals back to his ranch north of Soda Springs. John was rewarded for his honest)' by
being given his choice of several young bulls at the Hooper
ranch. The Skinner family moved into the cabin built in the j|~~z
middle of the valley left behind by Merrill and his wranglei's

winter of 1874-75 was tweive Skinners, five Chugg's and^six
Freebairn's. In the fall of 1875, James Douglas Nounan, a contractor for the Oregon Short
Line railroad came through the valley in search of timber to convert into "railroad ties". He
found the timber and located a suitable area in which to process the lumber into ties at the
mouth of what is known today as Crossley canyon which is located west of Bear Lake. He
promised to return in the spring with a crew of men. Nounan returned in early March of
1876 during a lull in the winter weather but soon found himself stranded by snowstorms
with the Skinner family until late April when the winter storms finally began to give way to
better weatlier. During the time he was isolated in the valley, Nounan stayed in the original
middle cabin built by the cattlemen and relied on the Skinners for fresh laundry, eggs, milk
and other food items. The last week of May a twelve-man crew arrived and began to cut,
hew and drag the timber converted into railroad ties about three miles from the canyon to
the edge of the Bear River u'here they were piled awaiting high-water on the river. They
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Chapter 1
John Skinner & Jane Smith Family

then would float the ties downsti-eain to a point near Preston. By December of that year,
Nounan and his crew had moved closer to Soda Springs but tiie name of Nounan's tie camp
remained and it gradually became accepted as the name of the communit}^ which was
steadily growing. The Skinners soon became well equipped to contend with the winter
months and used many of the ti-ees cut by Nounan and his crew to improve their own
buildings. The first white child born in Nounan valley was Nephi Aaron Skinner, the
youngest son of John and Jane Smith Skinner. A second attempt by lumbermen to float
railroad ties to Utah failed. Alexandei- Toponce hired crews to cut 100,000 ties and stack
them on the bank of the Bear River for delivery when the high water came in the spring. He
miscalculated the weather when he agreed to have them delivered to Corrine, Utah by April
L That winter was unusually harsh and the river was still iced over when April came.
Topance used many of the ties to build homes in Corrine but he lost a considerable amount
on the deal. Lumbering played an important role in the history of Nounan. Numerous
sawmills were located in the valley with the biggest built and operated until the late 1940's
by Brigham Heber Skinner. He operated the sawmill until his untimely death on June 26,
1893when he got caught in the saw belt while soaping the belt and was pulled head-on into
the bull wheel at terrific force. Albert Buehler and John Minnig operated the sawjnill for a
while after the accident. The depression years took its toll. Minnig bought his partner out
and established a small commissary and postal service for the workers.

The John and Jane Skinner Homestead as it appears
today (2007) in Nounan Idaho
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Chapter 1
John Skinner & Jane Smith Family

John & Jane Family Picture

John Skinner was described as person with a kind and loving disposition and friend of the
Indian. He kept a huge bin of flour from which he gave to the Indians while maintaining
enough for themselves. The Indians trusted and respected John and his family. He was
called to serve as the presiding Elder of the church in Nounan. As the presiding Elderof the
Church, he was summoned to help settle disputes which emerged once in awhile between
the Indianswho roamed the Nounan valley fishing streams that flow across the valley to the
Bear River from the 10 - mile long valley. In 1876 numerous Mormon families moved to
Nounan when the Paris cooperative dairy selected the valley to establish a dairy and cheese
factory. Bishop Henry J. Home of Paris was placed in charge of building the enterprise. The
dair)' was located near the mouthof a canyon, which soon became known as Co-op canyon
after the dairy. By the end of 1877, two hundred head of milking cows had been moved into
Nounan valley. During the first few months butter was made, salted and shipped to Paris
and Soda Springs. Several attempts were made to float the butter and cheese down the Bear
River to destinations along the river but this was soon termed a failure. It didn't take long
until the dairy co-op was producing Swiss cheese and then the following year American
cheese was produced. The co-op records show that the dairy produced 257,000 pounds of
cheese in 1884. By then the cheese was being shipped by railroad. Daily shipments of 900
pounds were sent immediately to various points as "green cheese" where the shipments
were aged. Cheese was generally "aged" or stored for 60 days. A longlow logbuildingat the
cooperative was used to age the cheese. During its liigh point, the cooperative had 200
stockliolders and was capitalized with $25,000. The co-op paid out $20,000 annually for
labor. The price for milk was so low that many of the dairymen withdrew their milk
production and tiie co-op program began to fail in 188H, the cooperative was leased to
Bishop Robert Price as a private enterprise. By 1900, the co-op had faded away. Today
nothing exists except a few records of the cooperative and the name attached to the nearby
canyon. During the 1880's colonization of the southern part of the 10-mile long Nounan
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Chapter 1
John Skinner & Jane Smith Family

valley was underway with Edgar Monroe Lindsay homesteading several hundred acres in
1881 at the south end of the valley. It appeared there would be two communities, Nounan
on the north end of the valley and Lindsayville at the south end. Lindsayville developed
rapidly and soon had its own school, a nearby church and for about a four year period, its
own post office. A central church house was constructed during 1896 and on March 9,1897,
it was dedicated and the saints in Nounan Valley were organized into the Nounan Ward
with Edgar M. Lindsay as Bishop and Nephi Aaron Skinner his second counselor. Until that
time, John Skinner had been the presiding Elder of the church in the Nounan valley. Nephi
Aaron Skinner was called and ordained a Bishop to the Nounan Ward by Elder Rudger
Clawson on December 23, 1917. He presided over the Nounan Ward until December 31,
1930. The records show that on that date there w^ere 142 members including 37 children. The
recorded population was 174 in the Nounan precinct in 1930. Schools were not long in
coming to the Nounan valley after the John Skinner Family first settled it. In fact the large
Skinner family formed its own school at the John Skinner ranch. The first classes were held
in the dairy room after the milking was done. School was a year-round program held from
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. five days a week. Etta May Morgan was one of the earliest teachers in
Nounan. She lived with the Skinner family where she met Nephi Aaron and became his
wife June 8, 1898. A new schoolhouse was constructed in the center of the valley. It was
started in 1909 and completed in 1911. For about four years, there was a small community' in
the south Nounan valley called Lindsayville. Lindsayville was school district 14 and
Nounan was school district 22. The first official post office was established in 1882 in
Nounan with Hyrum Skinner as the Post Master. The Nounan post office was officially
discontinued with the establishment of a route delivery system in 1966. The valley is
primarily agricultural comprised of beef and dairy cattle and some sheep.

Monument buill for John and Jane Skinner and is a part of the fence in front of the current home built
on the Skinner Homestead.
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Chapter 2
John & Jane Skinner Family

Hyrum Skinner & Elizabeth Ann Patterson & Mary Chugg Skinner

Hyrum was born in Somerset, Bristol England on 2 Sep 1850. He
married Elizabeth Ann Patterson Hunter on 18 March of 1885 in the
Logan Temple, Logan Utah. She was born 8

eleven children, David Patterson Hunter, born 3
18S6 Nounan, Idaho, Mai\' Elizabeth, born

23 November I8S7, jane Kalhorinc, born 12 May

Janett Ihinter, born 9September 1892,^Htirriel
Amelia, lx)rn 15 Dec 1894, Ann Eugenia, born 22 April 1897, Madeline BBL
Vearl, born 22 jun J899, Hyrum John, born 24 August 1904, Ermaturde,
born 23 Mar 1^05, Pearl Lorean, born 31 August 1907. .All were born in |||^||j[jj[||||^|

Nounan, Idaho. Hyrum Married Mary .Ann Chugg under polygamy.
She was born on 5 October 1869. The author knows of no children

from lliis marriage. Elizabeth passed awav on 17 January 1913 and
Hyrum joined Iier on 2 June 1928 in Providence in Cache Valley Utah
and was buried at the Skiiiner Cemetery in Nounan Idaho.
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Chapter 3
John & Jane Skinner Family

Georae Skinner & Marv Elizabeth Slratlon

George was born in Glouchester, Bristol England on 25 Jul 1852. He
was six years old when his family crossed the ocean to join the saints

HB America. Being short of money they settled in upstate New York
^8 Elba, Genesec County. Here he grew to the age of 16 prior to

leaving for Utah to join the saints. He was a happy young man and a
•• tremendous help to his father. They traveled by rail, on the water

and then by team to Fort Laramie in Wyoming. They worked on the
railroad to pay for the shipment of their horses and cattle as well as
their selves. That same year they joined up with Captain Sealey's
Ox Train as far as Weber Canyon, Utah. George stayed there and
worked for some time on the railroad that ran into Ogden, Utah. At

these railroad camps he learned much about making bread and other baked items. He
would deliver these from camp to camp. He worked for three years on the railroad mostly
for Union Pacific and the rest for the line from Ogden to Salt Lake City. In February of 1869
he went to Cache Valley, Utah where he worked for Charles O. Card and was baptized by
Mr. Card on May 15. In the early days of the church, especially when the main body of the
Church was on the move, many of the children were not baptized until they had almost
grown to manhood or womanhood.
While in Cache Valley, he met Miss Mary Elizabeth Stratton and on
February 17, 1873 they were married in the Endowment House in Salt
Lake City. They set up home in Logan Utah and their first child, a son : ^
(George) was born on Januan'20 1874. In October they moved
to Price Utah, where George worked in the United Order until late •g
March 1875. He also worked getting out lumber and timbers for the St BhK-
George Temple. During this time they camped at a spring two miles JR
from the mill and they had several experiences with the Indians. Many
times Maiy, who baked bread for the loggers, would take the bread out
of the oven and the Indians would dine and eat with her, which was a BMBlMiHlHEi
friendly demonstration on the part of the Indians. Little George would take a pillow from
the bed and want to hold the Indian babies. He would follow them to their camp and the
girl who was Mary's helper, would follow and bring him back. He was fond of the Indians
and they liked him as well. He was afraid of nothing and one day he was in the corral when
the horses stampeded. All of them passed over him but did not touch him. The men stood
helpless and could do nothing. They moved back to Logan in September of 1875 and little
George died on October 31,1875. Another son, Moroni was born around February 22,1876
and t%vo days later George started for Arizona, leaving his family at Logan. He had been
asked by the Church leaders to help settle Arizona and so he set off. When he reached the
end of the telegraph line he sent a message back asking if his wife, who had been sick with a
fever
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following tlie birtli of Moroni, was okay. E\'en though she was very sick she sent back the
message, "I'm alright." She had the faith, based on a blessing that she would get well and
go to Arizona. George made it to the Colorado in Arizona where he worked at what was
known as the Obed Camp. That same summer he headed back to Logan u-here he worked
in hauling logs from the river to help build the Logan Tabernacle. This he did to raise
enough money to return to Arizona. He left Logan with his family in November, 1978.
They stopped for a short time in St. George and then continued the journey southward,
building roads in route. They arrived in Obed on May 1, 1877. After the camp broke up
due to fever the\' joined the United Order at Brigham City, Arizona. Their first daughter
Mary Jane Skinner was born on 28 October 1878. They lived here until December, 1880
when the order was moved south to the Gila in the latter part of January. After some
deliberation, George decided to move to the Gila with the 'Order' arriving Jan 1, 1881 at
Curtis (now Eden). Most left the Order and moved to Old Mexico. George and a few
others decided not to move as he was taking his time searching for a permanent home.
After looking over some of Arizona he decided to settle at a place later called Graham,
Arizona. Several other families also decided that this was a good place to live. At this place
Rose Elizabeth Skinner was born on April 9, 1881. Frank Skinner was then born on
February 6 1886. In their home on May 27, 1888, the first Graham Sunday School was
organized. The 27"^ became a Graham holiday for many years to come. Prior to this they
attended meetings at Pima Arizona. On August 15, 1888 the third daughter, Alice Skinner
was born. George was called on a

child, a daughter Wilmerth Skinner was
born.

George built this home and was very proud of it. Mary passed away on a Sunday, March1,
1908, leaving four children at home. There was no one at home at the time of her passing, as
the men folks were in attendance at Conference in Thatcher and the girls at home were on
othererrands. Then in 1913 George married Martha Matlock. George passed away during
the flu epidemic in the fall of 1918; he passed on October, 2, 1918. At the time of his death
he left nine children, 28 grandchildren and two great grandchildren. Many of our Skinner
relatives now living in Arizona came from George's family.
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Brigham Heber Skinner was born 15 November 1854 at St. Phillips,Bristol, Englaiid. He was married to Lucy Ann ffipjP":.'"

February'l873 in the Salt Lake City Utah Temple. ^
P '^ They had twelve children, all listed below.

the sawmill until his untimely death on June 26,
1893 when he got caught in the saw belt while soaping the belt and

was pulled head-on into the bull wheel at terrific force. He died on 26 June 1893 and was
buried at the Skinner Cemetery at Nounan Idaho. Lucy Ann died 6 July 1935 at Soda
Springs, Idaho.

V y.-v.
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John Alexander Skinner & Sylvia Keisey

John Alexander Skinner vvas born aboard the ship

December 1857. He was married to Sylvia Kelsey ^^^^8
October 1876. They had nine children with

born in May 1997.'''john and Sylvia homesteaded
160 acres just west of and adjoining the homestead of his parents. Sylvia
died in 1929 and John joined her on 31 July 1930. They are both buried at the Skinner
Cemetery in Nounan, Idaho
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William Henry Skinner & Mary Ann Jensen

. William Henry Skiiiner was born at Elba, Genesee

County, New York, on 22 December 1858. He
|; V married Mary Ann Jensen. They had eleven children,

• Mar)' Ann, born 18 September 1877, William Jensen,

•. born 20 June 1879, George Jensen born 11 May 1881,
:. James Henry bornl4 April 1883, Jane born 21 Jun
;' 1885, Jol-uT Jensen born 24 Jul 1887, Christina born 23

March 1889, Smith Jensen born 23 Feb 1891, Heber

J yy Jensen born 17 July 1894, Beatrice born 23 April 1901
and Roland born 30 May 1904. Mary Ann passed away on 25 December
1919 and William joined her on 2 Nov 1935.
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Marv Jane Skinner and John Peierson

Mary Jane Skinner was born on 22 February 1861 at Elba, Genesee
County, New York. She married Jolm Peterson on 14

birth of her first daughter and'third child on 19 March1886 and was^ buried in ^Nounan Idaho. They had 3

Jt^ne to raise his young daughter whose name was also ^
Jane. She lived with her grandparents, uncles and
aunts until she was married. John Passed away 27

February 1915 at Ovid Idaho and was buried there.
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Elizabeth Ann Skinner & John Sorenson

Elizabeth Ann Skinner was born at Oakfieki,

Genesee County, New York, on 2 August, 1863 and
died 22 December 1944. She was married to Jolm
Sorenson on 14 Oct 1880. John was born 1 May 1859
in Gudem Norway. He passed away 19 November
1896. They both lived and died in Ovid iciaho.
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l-larriel Eliza Skinner & Briuham Bacon

; Harriet Eliza Skinner was born at Oakfield, Genesee

. ^ County, New York on 1 April 1865 and died 1
March 1953. She was married to Brigham Bacon on

IHf i: ^12 November 1881 and sealed in the LDS Temple on
J6L I November 1886. They had 6 children, Cliauncy

William birth dale unknown, Brigham Owen born
i.: ;; •; 14 September 1899, John Leland born 14 April 1900,

Ivan born 26 November 1901, Ivy born 26 November
1902 and Eliza Aseneth born abt 1904. All children

were born in Nounan Idaho. Harriet and Brigham
are buried in the Skinner Cemetery in Nounan.
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Emily Eugenia Skinner & l iyrum Winters

Emily Eugenia ^ '̂as born at Oakfield, Genesee
County, New York on 16 July 1867. She died on 11
July 1954. She met Hyrum Nielsen Winters, 27
May 1891 in Salt Lake City Utah, while he was
working for Mr. Nounan at the tie camp. They fell
in love and were married in 1885 and sealed in tlie

temple on 28 October 1891. They had 3 children,
Helen Eugenia birth date unknown. Merle Bell
born 9 February 1998, third Child name unknown.
They lived in Salt Lake City Utah where Hyrum
worked. Hyrum passed away 5 September 1960 at
Soda Springs Idaho.
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Joseph Alma Skinner & Catherine Maryetta Hunter

Joseph Alma Skinner, Sr., was born December 10,1869 at Providence,
Cache Count}', Utah. His parents were John Skinner and Jane Smith.
At the age of seven Joseph started a new life on a farm in Nounan
Valley. Here his school VA'as continued for a few years. It took a lot of

work by all to be able to maintain the home for such a large
family. Joseph was baptized August 18, 1879, by Robert Price. His
first advancement in the church was to be ordained a Deacon. He

well remembers the assigiiments of having to get fuel ready for tlie

order, and^ ready for all the meetiiigs.' His
next ordination was that of an Elder in June 1886. He married
Catherine Marj'etta Hunter on June 9, 1887, in tlie Logan L.D.S.
Teniple by Brother M. A. Edelefson. They made their home in
Nounan, Idaho. He liad always been active in church work. He was
chosen 1st Assistant Superintendent in the Sunday school in 1890. In Ljjjf^H
1893 he was chosen Superintendent of the Sunday school. He moved
with his family to Bedford, Uinta County, Wyoming, in October
1901. His vocation was Road Supervisor, farming, logging, freight,
blacksmithing, and forest work. He was also appointed Water Commissioner for Lower Star
Valley. He was called to act as Tlieological Class teacher in the Bedford Ward. He held this
position until the Parents Class or organized. He was called as teacher of the Religion Class
on December 17,1905. In 1909 he was called to help on the Stake Board Religion Class, and
Primary Stake Board. October 16,1916. Joseph A. Skinner was sustained as President of the
Bedford Ward Y.M. M.I.A. by Heber C. Clark. On Decembei' 9, 1922, he was called as a stake
missionary of the Bedford Ward Star Valley Stake Mission. He served a short term mission in
the Grover Ward and his partner was William Crook. He sei*ved as president of the 179
Quorum of Sevent)''s for some time and Senior President for two years. He was ordained a
High Priest December 3,1927, by Clarence Gardner. He was asked to act as class instructor of
the High Priest group on March 2, 1930, and was set apart by Chester Campbell. He has
always been an ardent reader of the scriptures, always learning from tlie many discussions he
encountered. On June 9,1937, the family and members of the ward held a dinner, program,
and dance in honor of their Golden Wedding Anniversary. A gold watch was presented to
Joseph, and a gold ban to Catherine. Many friends were with tlie family to pay tribute to
them. Their Sixty-fifth wedding Anniversary was celebrated by the John Skinner family
Reunion at Bedford. On April 21,1941, he suffered a partial stroke; since that time he lias had
to go on crutches. He has had many setbacks and a lot of hard luck, but you never hear no
complaints. After the stroke he slowly lost his vision. On August 1,1950 the family and High
Priest Quorum paid for an operation, giving back the vision in one eye. This was a dream that
really came true, thorough failing health on May 9, 1954, he and his wife have been living
with their children. He is the father of 14 children, with seven of whom are living. He has
fort)'-eight g]-andchildren, fort}'-one living; ninet)'-two great grandchildren, with eighty-seven
living; and seventeen great grandchildren, with sixteen living.
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JOSEPH SKINNER AS REMEMBERED BY GRANDSON LELAND SKINNER

VVlien J. A. Skiiiner ajid his family came to Bedford, they first lived in a log cabin on the lower
part of the old ranch north of Heber Merritt's place. Granddad always grew a lot of potatoes
and sold a lot of them by the sack. He did the potatoes and Grandma the garden. Some of my
early memories are ^vorking in the garden. 1 sure hated to weed, but I didn't mind riding the
horse while Granddad held the cultivator when we cultivated tlie potatoes and we had a lot of
them. We always had a large garden no matter where we lived. We had all the vegetable that
we could grow in this count)', also strawberries and raspberries. He was a hard worker and

used to^^ink it best ^

factories and ^ ~
schools, doing anything to make a little money. He made shoes for Von Jensen's race team
out of iron rod; beat them so thin they were abnost like racing plates. He would take wheat to
Afton to have it ground into flour. We always had plent)' to eat, but not much money.
Granddad got out a lot of cedar posts and sold them plus logs which he took to the sawmill.
(1 think Haderlie's). They gave a prize for the largest log and Granddad took it in and it was
so large they couldn't saw it. It just laid there and rotted. He did all the logging with a cross
cut saw and an axe. 1 helped witli this. He always went hunting, and was a good shot and
hunter. He was among the top in shooting matches, loved to play horseshoes and 1 can
remember when 1was a kid that he was always racing with you and going slow enough so as
you could win. Everyone's Dad did this. Granddad was always a great hand for a nip, hot
toddies for colds, chokecherry wine. We moved every spring and fall every year for years.
We had the homestead above Lance's and then moved to town in the fall where Floyd Skinner
lives. 1 started school while at the homestead, then moved the homestead house to where

Austin Meri'itt lives and it burned down. Faye Haderlie (Dana) and 1got off the bus and Faye
looked up the lane and said, "Your house is gone". The house in town burned first when 1was
midway in grade school, about tlie 4th or 5th grade. UHien the first house in town burned

Catherine, Joseph Jr, George, Joseph Alma
Margaret Ellen, Maiy, Edward
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down, we were living at the homestead and had gone over toclean it up for school teachers to
live in. We left a fire in thestove and were never sure what happened. The second house was
caused from the stove pipe - perhaps like a chimney fire today. We always went visiting
someonesomewhere. Wewent a lot to Coy's and to a home by Salt Riverand there we would
seine white fish and can them. (Hincks - I think). Granddad never owned a car - always
traveled by buggy, wagon or sleigh. He used to own a horse driven threshing machine. He
was very good with horses - like all the Skinners. Always had milk cows, a little herd of
sheep, pigs and was always pretty self-sustaining as far as goods was concerned. He bought
beans, peanut butter, honey, rice and fruit. Tlie 4th ofJuly was always celebrated in Bedford
as each communit)' did. I remember one 4th of July, Clayton was 4or 5and I was mowing
hay with a horse driven mowing machine. I took a saddle horse and went to Titensor's store
and bought bananas on that celebration day. The first thing done in the morning, was to feed
the horses first, and then the cows, then the milking was done, same time every morning, 5:00
a.m. and %:00 p.m. I remember unhooking the horses, feeding them then, milking and going
back into the field for the remainder of the day. Grandpa was not very sports minded. He
liked to watch the baseball games, but never participated. He loved hunting, probably more
for the meat than anything. We had plenty of pork, mutton and whenever needed a cow was
killed. I never liked sheep and I remember herding them to keep the sheep from the alfalfa.

^ When I was only big enough tocrawl ona horse by climbing ona fence post toget ona horse,
I did this. I always had one or more dogs. We always had saddle horses as well as work
horses. I remember Granddad and Grandmother went to the Logan Temple once. Grandpa
used to go to Montpelier occasionally with a team. I am not sure whether he hauled freight, it
seems he did. I remember he sent horses the winter there was no feed to Nebraska - 3 head
didn't come back until 3 or 4 years after. We were sitting on the porch at the homestead and
Grandpa stood up and said, "Those are my horses we lost in Nebraska". They had been
reported dead and we figured they had been stolen and finally got away and found their way

^ home. Grandmother was sick and I remember 1rode a horse down to Charlie Stokers to get a
bottle of moonshine (homemade whiskey) and Granddad always said if they hadn't had it
Grandmother would have died. I wasn't very big and I had a note. Mrs. Stoker took me in
the house and warmed me up and gave me hot chocolate and sent me home. It was in the
winter time and colder than blazes. Granddad couldn't leave as Grandmother was so sick.
Granddad was a firm believer in priesthoodblessings.
Norville Fluckiger was thrown from a horse and his foot caught in the stirrup and he was

drug through mud and rocks. Granddad stopped the horse and took Norville in the house.
The first thingGranddad did was givehima blessing, and then he and Grandmother cleaned
him up. Then they were able to tell who it wasand wentfor hisparents. I don't think I would
be here today (June 1990) if it hasn't been for Granddad and his priesthood blessings. I
remember one time I tiained a team, one belonging to Granddad and one to Cecil, all winter
to pull, and when the pulling matches came. Granddad wouldn't let me pull them. He said it
ruined horses. I was so disappointed. Granddad was a typical Englishman eating with a
knife in his right hand and a fork in the left, he ate peas with a knife and never lost one. He
always went to church on Sunday. Tlie first time I broke my nose, 1came out of thecow bam
one night and Granddad had a sleigh with a metal rack on it, and Islipped and fell on a peg,
and the next morning there was a bloody trail in the snow where Granddad packed me to the
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house. I wasn't old enough to milk yet. (These were written from memory when Leland was
almost 72 years old. June 1990, dictated to Delsa when they were up Greys River).

GRANDMOTHER CATHERINE SKINNER

Catherine's mother came from England 'm 1866. She crossed the plains with one of the
Handcart Companies and arrived at Echo Canyon known then as Weber Valley in December
1866. The snow was very terrific that winter and was so deep that it was very difficult to
ti*avel. Catherine was born in Salt Lake City, Utah on August 28 '̂' 1870and was known to the
family as Kate. In 1875 her father David Patterson Hunter was call on a mission by the
President of the Church to go help settle Bear Lake Count)', Idaho. Tliey sold their home, put
what they could of tlieir belongings into a covered wagon, and left Salt Lake to fulfill the
mission. It was later in the fall when they arrived in Idaho and settled in the town of
Bennington. They built a crude one room log hut for the winter, having greased paper for
windows and a blanket for a door and a dirt floor.

In 1901, a family of the good old pioneer stock moved to Star Valley. The father Joseph Alma;
mother, Catherine Hunter and five small children settled down in a cabin on a piece of lajid
near the town site of Bedford. Pioneering has always imposed hardship, and Star Valley some
forty-five years ago was just an embryo. The tiail was broken but it was choked with
obstacles. The scattered families seeking to establish homes and become self sustaining,
independent citizens had privations and tribulations to endure. It is said that the
greatness of a people consists not so much in what they suffer as in what they do about it. My
story centers about tliis pioneer mother who had the courage and will power to do so much
about her home and community that it my truthfully be said of her, "She made the world a
better place in which to live." The first house was a crude log cabin, but Sister Skinner was
soon busy making it into a comfortable home. If order, cleanliness and beauty are attributes
of heaven, then her abode is a fit place for the spirit of the Lord to dwell in. Because she
possessed a love of beauty, she did something about it. The rough walls of her cabin, the
crude furniture and unpolished floor, were camouflaged with the many products of her
diligence. Expert needle craft and flowers are two of her much loved hobbies. The barren
rocky "lot" on which the cabin stood also had something done about, resulting in a sight
attractive to the eye and pleasing to the most fastidious. Nine children have been permitted to
enter the portals of this home, where democracy was the rule. Tlie success of her enterprises
must be largely attributed to the splendid cooperation of her good natured, energetic husband
and the well trained self reliant boys and girls. In those early days, leadership of the right
kind was as lacking in communities as were luxuries and modern conveniences. Sister
Skinner was called to teach and lead the forthcoming generation. There were no magazines
with outlined instructions, no monthly leadership meetings sponsored by higher authority, no
libraries where books on "How to Teach and Lead Youth" could be obtained; in fact, no place
to get information except by inspiration received from earnest prayer. Armed with
courageous enthusiasm, unlimited energy, faith and a will to do. Sister Skinner began her
career as a Primary Worker. In the spring of 1902 she acted as second counselor in the
organization to President Clara Kimball. The following fall, a Stake Board was formulated at
Afton in the upper valley, a distance of nearly t^venty miles and she was called to act as a
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Stake Aid, with instructions to visit and check up on all organizations scattered over the hvo
^ valleys which consisted ofsome eleven wards and branches. Tliey were nothampered byGas
^ Rationing in those days. Mode of travel was very simple. One had only to obtain a team;

sometimes out of necessity it would be taken from themower or hay rake hitched toa rickety
twoseated buggy, armed with strong "lines," a stick, "Persuader" for the usually over-worked
horses, one free hajid with which to drive and the other holding fast toa young baby - thusa
Stake Aid was ready for her journey around the valley. It took only a few days of her "Spare"
time, once or t\vice each month. Having successfully fulfilled her stake duties. Sister Skinner
was promoted to more responsible positions in the ward, holding the office of first counselor
and then that ofpresident of the Primary organization. After three years of Priiiiar}' labor she
was released only to be called back into active duty as Y.L.M.l.A. President. To this office she
gaveher "best" for threemoreyears, then the Primary called again. This time her position was
that of second counselor to Stake President, SisterAllred. Latera promotion to first counselor
came. During her service in the Stake she was assigned with Sister Minnie Hinck to take
charge of the busy work. They visited all the lower valley meetings one month alternating
with tliose in the upper valley the next month. Raffia and Reed work were taught in
connection with plain sewing and embroider. Boys and girls alike were instructed to sew,
make baskets, match holders and combcases. Failing health caused her release from
the Stake Board. Activity in the ward however was not subsided. As a Bee Keeper, she was
thorough and successful-endearing herself to a host of enthusiastic teen-age girls, each of
whom will always remain in memor)' "A Bee in the Hive where she was Queen." Because of
her talents, those of expert seamstress and efficient management, she was Set Apart by the

^ Bishop of the Ward to take care of the dead; a position she filled faithfully and pleasingly for
many years. A sympathetic, calm littlelady in a beautifully ironed whiteapron will alwaysbe
one of the sacred recollections of those who have been bereaved in past years. In the fall of
1940, after a lapse of a number of years, when Sister Skinner was inactive because of ill health,

^ resulting in a major operation she was surprised by a visit from the Ward Primary President.
An obstacle was to be surmounted again. Teen-age girls were in need of a teacher. No, not
just someone to go to Primary each week and lecture or give the lesson but someone who
would do something about tlie outlined instruction that was being sent out by the General

^ Board and which seemed at the time impossible to "Carry Out." The Primary President
realized that her girl's classes were failing, so she turned in the right direction and made her
plea for help. "Won't you please try; if you cannot come to the church house, our class will
come to you? There are nine eager, sparkling-eyed girls, each with two handsand tenfingers,
needing only someone toguide them. Their aliveness thrills and ii-ispires one. They need you
Sister Skinner." After a few minutes mediation her answer came, "With the help of the Lord
I'll try." The Lark's supervisor had resigned in the late November, so it made the work almost
two months behind schedule when SisterSkinner took over. Turning deaf ears to the criticism
ofsome who thought old age and youth could not mix, the ball was secured and itsoon began
to roll. Cooperation between teacher and pupils was marvelous. When the year ended the
outlined work was accomplished with every detail covered. No other class in the Stake could
equal tine Bedford Girls at "Home Coming." In six months the art of knitting and crocheting
wasfirst tackled and thenmastered. Each member crocheted a wash cloth, hot pad,collar and
belt. Then knit a dish cloth and made a guest towel decorating it with embroidery and
crocheted edge. Besides these, they completely filled every detail in the hand book. The
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perfect accomplishment of thisclassattracted attention from other groups and from the Stake
Officials.

"How did you do it?"
"Was that just a special group?"
"Can you do it again?"

These were among the many questions asked by differed people.
"I believe it can be done by any group of girls" said Sister Skinner, and she proved her theoiy
by reaching the same goal the next year and the next. This successful Girl Leader will have
reached her seventy-fourth milestone on August t\vent)'-eight. With the same zeal aiid faith
she is beginning to make preparationsfor tliecoming winter's work, (hi this ward, Primary is
held only during the school months, due to the scattered condition of the children.) Wlien
asked how she made such a success of her work she said, "The first requirement is a genuine
love for your job and for , ^

Holidays and birthdays are
always remembered with an appropriate gift. They are encouraged to do the same for their
parents and friends. Have patience with the slow ones, praise them and encourage them.
Have this motto, "Ifa thing is worth doing it is worth doiiig well." Insist on perfection, it can
be done right and must be right or it cannot be accepted as finished. Ask your Heavenly
Father for help. Then, dig in and work. When Sister Skinner accepts responsibility she does
something about it, resulting in one of the best loved and most efficient workers in the church.

Every time the family moved from one house to another, there was always a fight between
Buck and George, and here would come Grandmother with a broom. She was very clean and
everything had to be just so. Regardless of the t}'pe of home she lived in, it was spotless. We
slept one winter in a tent when I was in high school, and lived in a granary that Grandmother
scrubbed the floor with lye until it was almost white. She sewed for many people besides her
own, was a good seamstress and very good in handiwork. She helped sew for the dead and
for years sewed markings on garments for others. Grandmother was a good cook, and we
always had something special for birthdays and holidays. Whenever cream went sour, we
had a cake. When we were up to the homestead, we separated and made butter and
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Grandmother sold butter, and we fed the milk to pigs. When in town, the milk went to the
creamery. She made bakingpowder biscuitsalmost ever}' morning and we had a lot of graw
for breakfast. She used to fix fiied cooked cereal, lumpy dick, head cheese, dumplings with
syrup on them. I can remember when we were m the canyon logging, and it was cold, and
you had to bum your own brush, and I remember having an elk steak sandwich and it really
tasted good. We always had plent)' to eat in our home. I remember going hungry, but not at
home. In the service, our first few months in Karachi, India, we were hungry and lived off the
land, and the food wasn't good and eveiyone lost weight. Grandmother used to cook for the
road gang when they were building the Greys River road. That is when I first met Rex and
Sam Young. We lived in tents up Greys River. Ever)' time the road caught up with the
Young's, they would move farther up the river. Grandmother used to go up Willow Creek
and cook for those who were logging in the winter time in a covered sleigh, before I went to
school. Tliere we would find Granddad, George, Buck and sometimes Dad. Grandmother
was always singing hymns as she worked around the house. She always looked nice, very
clean and had curly hair. She played hop scotch, jump rope and ring around the rosie with us
kids, Cecil, Wendell, etc. Erma Walton and Rose Mar)' Wolff lived for awhile with her.
Grandmotheralways washed on the board until later years. Shehad to have her clothes hung
on the line just so. We always had an ice box instead of refrigerator. (One hme her daughter
Mary was there helping her when she was sick, and Mary was hanging out clothes and it
didn't suit Grandmother the way she was doing it. She hurried out to let her know what was
wrong and slipped and broke her arm.) We always had an ice box instead of refrigerator.
Grandmother always went and got wild fruit in the fall. She would go in the wagon and pick
fruit all day and then go home. Anything that could be bottled, she did. Sometimes Grandpa
went with her and sometimes not. She did a lot of sewing and sold a lot of handwork, and
she canned an awful lot of fruit. She was a firm believerin home remedies for her family and
others. Granddad rode horses a lot, but I never remember her riding. She milked a lot of
cows. 1remember Grandmother being affectionate, but she made you mind and would never
pick up after anyone. They had to do it themselves. She was operated on for cancer by Dr.
Kackley. She had fairly good health. She was knocked down three different times by
lightning and one time I thought she was dead. I was a pretty good sized kid at the time. She
was a very good church memberajid dislike word of wisdom problems and those not doing
what was right. She had naturally curly hair and never had a permanent in her life. She
always had a good garden. I remember well the red and black raspberries. Grandma used to
furnish all the bread for the sacrament. She told of playing on the cornerstones of the Salt
LakeTemple when she was little. She loved beautiful flowers and had a lovely yard.
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Mary Skinner was born 22 April 1888 at Beiiiiington, Bear Lake County,
I Idaho. She was the first cliild and first daughter ofJoseph Alma Skinnier

Catherine Maryetta Hunter. In August of 1901 her parents movedt^ Bedford,^ W^yo^
continued to grow. She was active in different organizations of
the Church. Slie met and married a handsome young man by the
name of Jolm McGrew from Auburn, Wyoming on 1 December
1909 at Paris, Idaho. To this union was born 9 children; 6 of HIH^b
v '̂hom preceded her in death. Her cares and trials in life were many. 16 September 1916 she
gave birth to triplets; tv '̂o boys and a girl. It was an extremely difficult birth and one died at
birth. One boy was an invalid all of his life, vs liich she cared for all of his life, giving him
loving care until her health failed. Her husband John died 9 April 1933 leaving her vs'ith 3
children. On 7 June 1937 she married George Plemmons who had two small children. Dale

and Thelma, whom she cared for. George died in
1941 leaving her another responsibility, which
she took very cheerfully. She was a Relief Society
teacher in the old Nampa Ward. Also, she was

Mary & George Baltazor
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Grandmother sold butter, and we fed the milk to pigs. \Vlien in town, the milk went to the
creamery. She made baking powder biscuits ahnost every morning and we had a lot ofgravy
for breakfast. She used to fix fried cooked cereal, lumpy dick, head cheese, dumplings with
syrup on them. 1can remember when we were in the canyon logging, and it was cold, and
you had to burn your own brush, and I remember having an elk steak sandwich and it really
tasted good. We always had plenty to eat inour home. 1remember going hungry, but not at
home. In the ser\'ice,our first few months in Karachi, India, we were hungiy and lived off the
land, and the food wasn't good and everyone lost weight. Grandmother used tocook for the
road gang when they were building the Greys River road. That is when 1first met Rex and
Sam Young. We lived in tents up Greys River. Every time the road caught up with the
Young's, they would move farther up the river. Grandmother used to go up Willow Creek
and cook for those who were logging in the winter time in a coveied sleigh, before I went to
school. There we would find Granddad, George, Buck and sometimes Dad. Grandmother
was always singing hymns as she worked around the house. She always looked nice, very
clean and had curly hair. She played hop scotch, jump rope and ring around the rosie with us
kids, Cecil, Wendell, etc. Erma Walton and Rose Mary Wolff lived for awhile with her.
Grandmother always washed on the board until later years. She had to have her clothes hung
on the line just so. We always had an ice box instead of refrigerator. (One time her daughter
Mary was there helping her when she was sick, and Mary was hanging out clothes and it
didn't suitGrandmother theway she wasdoing it. She hun ied out to lether know what was
wrong and slipped and broke her arm.) We always had an ice box instead of refrigerator.
Grandmother always went and got wild fruit in the fall. She would go in the wagon and pick
fruit all day and then go home. Anything that could be bottled, she did. Sometimes Grandpa
went with her and sometimes not. She did a lot of sewing and sold a lot of handwork, and
she canned an awful lot of fruit. She was a firm believer in home remedies for her family and
others. Granddad rode horses a lot, but I never remember her riding. She milked a lot of
cows. I remember Grandmother beingaffectionate, but she made you mind and would never
pick up after anyone. Tliey had to do it themselves. She was operated on for cancer by Dr.
Kackley. She had fairly good health. She was knocked down three different times by
lightning and one time 1thought she was dead. 1was a pretty good sized kid at the time. She
was a very good church member and dislike word of wisdom problems and those not doing
what was right. She had naturally curly hair and never had a permanent in her life. She
always had a good garden. I remember well the red and black raspberries. Grandma used to
furnish all the bread for the sacrament. She told of playing on the cornerstones of the Salt
Lake Temple when she was little. She loved beautiful flowers and had a lovely yard.
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Mary Skinner was born, 22 April 1888 at Bennington, Bear Lake County,
'''^1^ Idaho. She was the first child and first daughter of Joseph Alma Skinner

Sr. and Catherine Maryetta Hunter. In August of 1901 her parents moved
Bedford, Wyoming. Here Mary grew into

Jjp womanhood. Times were very hard for Mary, i. ' '

' pioneer families had many hardships.
were expected of Mary and there was litde

continued to grow. She was active in different organizations of J
the Church. She met and married a handsome young man by the
name of John McGrew from Auburn, Wyoming on 1 December
1909 at Paris, Idaho. To this union was born 9 children; 6 of
whom preceded her in death. Her cares and trials in life were many. 16 September 1916 she
gave birth to triplets; two boys and a girl. It was an extremely difficult birth and one died at
birth. One boy vvas an invalid all of his life, which she cared for all of his life, giving him
loving care until her health failed. Her husband John died 9 April 1933 leaving her with 3
children. On 7 June 1937 she married George Plemmons who had two small children, Dale

and Thelma, whom she cared for. George died in
1941 leaving her another responsibility, which
she took very cheerfully. She was a Relief Society
teacher in the old Nampa Ward. Also, she was
very interested in Genealogical work. She was a

jof-Mi member of the Daughters of Utah Pioneers

LoLove, went to the Temple in Idaho Falls, Idaho
•Kl'i and did the entire Temple work, as far as

possible. She married George Baltazor 7 May
1948 at Caidwell, Idaho. They have made their

granddaughter, Carolyn, lived with her most of
her life. George was a loving devoted husband,
taking very good care of her through her long
illness.

'•A-m.-

Mary & George Baltazor
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•MB||n|j|B|||||H Nounan, Bear Lake County, Idaho July 26,1890 was the setting of
the birth of Joseph Alma Skinner, the second of fourteen children
to be born to Joseph Alma Skinner, Sr. and Catherine Maryetta

^SSB eleven years of his life was spent in Big Cannon
lite in the Nounan Valley four miles away from town. It was a small

town and the church and school house were combined.

Until he was three years old, he had long curly hair that hung in
,-inglets to his shoulders. Having been told that he would bleed to

^ mm were cut, he cried and cried when the time came
for his first hair cut. He led the normal life of a boy of his time,

learning to work hard, and also having a streak of mischievousness. He has told of times
that he and other children in the Valley would throw sticks into his granddad's blacksmith's
shop and knock things off the shelves.
Like the ProphetJoseph Smith, Joseph's education ended justafter the third grade. In school
at Nounan, his teacherwould beat the children when discipline was necessary in the form of
a whip.
In the wintertime in Bedford, his father would come and get him from school at noon and
take him to the canyon to help cut and saw logs. He lost his desire to study and make the
most of his schooling, so he quit. When he was twelve years old he was promoted to the
fourth grade but never graduated from it. Anna attended school at the same time Grandpa
did in Bedford, and she said she never saw a boy have to work as hard as Joseph did,
cutting wood for the school and helping his father. He had to work hard to help his family.
His father furnished the wood for the school house and Joseph's brother, George, helped
him cut the wood with a cross-cut saw during recess and noon hours, while at school to
keep wood ready for heating the school. There was not much ofa chance for play. To quote
from 'Star Valley and its Communities' "The original two room school was built in 1897,
later had two rooms added and was replaced in 1925 by tlie school building that now
stands." To quote from his son Floyd, "I had always written my letters to Dear Mom and
Dad. But Dad was up working with Walter and Rhea so 1wrote to him there. Rhea wrote
back to me and told me Dad cried when he got that letter, because the kids always wrote to
Mom and Dad and he always felt they loved Mother, but he was justan afterthought, and it
made him feel good to think that one of his sons loved him enough to write to him. He
never wrote letters himself because of the little schooling he had, but he told Rhea what to
write for him and sent me a letter. It was after 1came home from the service that I really
learned to appreciate Dad. While working with him on the house in Idaho Falls, and then
when heand 1were logging for Walter up at Rattle Snake Canyon near Ashton. I was young
and in good shape and could put in a good days work, but as old as Dad was he could out-
saw me with the old crosscut saw and could out-work me in general. One day while Blaine
Hawkes was sawing with Dad he said, "Blaine 1don't mind you riding the saw but I wish
you'd quit dragging your feet." Dad enjoyed working outdoors in the lumber or whatever
the job was. He always believed in doing his best and wasalways honest in his dealings. He
often told us kids to be honest. We learned a lot from the example he set for us, but on the
other hand, he wasn't afraid to tell us to work and he meant what he said. Something I'll
always be grateful to Dad and Mother for, was that they taught me to work and to take
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pride in an honest day's work. When I went to work for Emil VonAlmen, I remember Dad
saying, "Now work hard for your money". 1never really realized that I had Dad to thank for
learning how to work until I was in the service. While I was in Puerto Rico and being
around so many people that never had worked, and didn't know how to work. 1wrote Dad
a letter and thanked him for teaching me how to work. LeRoy says, "Dad always said to do
a good days work for what you get paid and he never asked anyone to do anything he
wouldn't do himself. 1 think the greatest impression made upon my mind, by both of my
parents, was what it meant to be honest." Blaine mentions, "VSHien Jay and I were about ^
eight or ten, we used to ask our Dad when we could start smoking. Dad would always ^
answer with a smile, when I start to smoke, you can." Wlien he was eight years old and
working for his grandfather hauling hay, a load of hay slipped and some barbed wire
ripped his head open just above the crown. When the time came for him to be baptized he
decided he didn't want to be baptized. So he hid himself in his grandfather's haystack. After
quite a search, his Uncle Hyrum found him and Grandpa said that his mother told him he
didn't have to be baptized. However, he was baptized at the age of ten in Bear River on
August 11,1900 by A. B. Crabtree and confirmed on August 19,1900 by Brigham Bacon.
His father raised sheep, so Joseph and his brothers would take their sheep, along with their
neighbor's, and herd the lot of them, until their move to Star Valley. He would leave home
for two months in the spring and leave Joseph in charge of things. These trips took him a"
over Idaho for quite a few years. LeRoy says Grandpa didn't shear sheep much, but he can
remember when he was a boy, his grandfather was still doing it. One year while at Nounan,
his parents left him and his sister at home while the rest of the family visited his
grandparents. After they left, the dishes in the cupboard started dancing. Grandpa and his
sister ran outside. When the shaking was over, they went back into the house and
discovered the dishes had fallen to the floor and broken. They ran to their grandfather's
home, about tv\'o miles away, where they discovered that they were not even aware of the
earthquake or tiemor. Joseph's dad was road supervisor in Idaho. He could help his dad
drive his horses on a scraper to help build up the grade on the road. His dad contracted to
build up many miles of railroad from Georgetown to Soda Springs. He drove his dad's
horses on that. In 1901 the family moved from Nounan to Star Valley, Wyoming. Anna said
that when she saw Joseph's dad's place in Nounan she didn't understand why he moved to
Bedford. Joseph drove four head of cattle, following a wagon, the distance from Montpelier
to Star Valley. They arrived in Bedford November 1st and for their first two years, made
their home in a log cabin that belonged to Bill Roos (near where Earnest Wolfley's present
home is). His dad bought 160 acres of land that didn't have any buildings on it. Joseph
helped get the logs out and build a log house, barn and some sheds. This is where he and
the rest of the family were reared.
The first time Joseph worked for wages was the summer of 1903 when he worked for John
Coy for six dollars a month. He worked for Fred Lallathin for about three years, and in 1908,
was employed for eight months by Granuel and Lloyd McNiel at Etna. He helped them
build a canal, which (as memory serves), was called Baker Ditch. They paid him 25 cents a
day. These people were not L.D.S. and didn't have a good thing to say about the Church.
Wliile working here, he was left to plow with four mules, which he drove with a wire that
he put on a stick. He went back and worked on his father's ranch during the year 1909. In
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1910 he went to Bear Lake and got a job working for the Muinford brothers at fort}' dollars a
month. While here, he would feed 200 cattle a day. March 1911 found him back in Star
Valley working for Fred Lallathin, driving cattle to SodaSprings, Idaho by way of Tin Cup
Creek. Mr. Lallathin bought and sold cattle, and when they got to Soda Springs, they were
shipped to market by railroad. On his first trip to Soda Springs, Joseph saw his first electric
light and when it was bedtime, Mr. Lallathin had him try to blow the light out, which of
course, he could not. In early spring at Tin Cup Crossing the water was dangerous, and in
these travels they had to cross it two or three times. The horses were very hard to handle
and at one time, Joseph's horse turned on him going down stream. Lallathin saw it and
grabbed him off the horse. The horse was about to go into a hole but finally followed them
out of the water. Joseph liked to tell this incident as the one time he just about drowned.
While he was quite young he went to Lincoln, Idaho and worked at a sugar factory for two
or three months. This was the first time he got homesick.
Joe told LeRoy, that when he was courting Barbara Perkins, Anna was going with Wash
Perkins. One night at a dance, Mr. Perkins told Grandpa he thought it was time he and
Barbara were getting married. Barbara pulled Anna's hair because he left Barbara for Anna
and took her home instead of Barbara that night. Joseph says that was the last time he took
Barbara out and he started courting Anna. On 7 June 1911 Joseph Skinner and Anna
Fluckiger, daughter of John Fluckiger and Mary Ann VonAlmen, were united in holy
matrimony in the Sale Lake Temple. H. Linde married them; wihiesses were Alfred
Solomon and L W. Richards. Joseph and Anna traveled together in a wagon from Star
Valley to Montpelier, where they got on board a train to Salt Lake City. They rode the train
back to Montpelier where they had left their wagon. To help pay their way they hauled
merchandise from Montpelier to Star Valley for Caleb Bleazard. On their way they had to
cross several mud holes. Because the wagon was so heavy, they would have to stop before
each mud hole, unload half the load, go to the other side, unload the other half and then
travel back to get the first half, go through the mud hole again, reload the second half and
travel on. Joseph's mother had made a nice big cake for them to take on their journey.
Joseph got it out and cut it and gave Anna a piece. She took a bite and it burned her mouth,
but she didn't dare say anything. Then Joseph took a bite of his and let out a 'lingo'. His
mother had mistaken the horse liniment for the vanilla.

They lived at Great Grandpa Fluckiger's for a while. Joseph taught the Fluckigers to get up
early and they were the only Fluckigers that did get up early. Also, Joseph wouldn't milk
after dark and told his father-in-law that if he expected him to help with the milking, it
would have to be done before it got dark. They lived there until they went on their first
homestead. To quote Grandma, "A homestead is a piece of land that you have squatted on.
They call it squatting; you put a tent on it or put a little shack of some kind and live on the
land. You have to live in the shackevery day, night and day, for so many weeks or months,
I don't remember which, before you can take it up. The government lets you prove up on it
and then you can call it your own. 'Prove up' on it means to go through the government and
they will approve a land so you can 'take it up' because you have lived on it and did what
the government required, and they would give you a deed, so that you could call it your
own, and no one elsecould take it away from you. It would be yours then. No money was

ABranch of The Skinner Family Tree Page33



Chapter 11
John & Jane Skinner Family

Joseph Ahna Skinner
Joseph Alma Skinner Jr. & Anna Fluckiger

paid for it only in improvement. You had to go to Cheyenne (Federal Land Office) to prove
up on it (make claim or make evidence you improved on the land.) I believe we had to do at
least $600.00worth of improvement each year, clearing the land, etc."
Accounts differ as to when this happened but here is the story: One time, while out with a
wagon, they hitched up. Anna mentioned they had better hurry up and close the gate before
lightning struck them and just as they were going to ride away; lightning did strike and
lifted the back of the wagon off the ground. They got out of there really fast. Grandpa had to
hold the horses for a time to calm them down.

Joseph hauled milk for about ten years in Star Valley. He would gather all the milk from
Fluckiger's to Bedford and out on the bench north of Bedford and haul it to the creamer)' at
Tliayne, Wyoming. The milk was carried in five and ten gallon cans. As he would pick up
the cans, some of his customers would call out for him to pick up something at the creamery
and bring it back to them, when bringing back their milk cans. He would have to remember
what each one wemted and keep it all straight. He would fill some of the cans with whey,
which was fed to some of his customer's pigs. He would deliver their milk checks to them
twice a month, also. To quote from 'Star Valley and Its Communities',
"Milk has been the product upon which the economic stability of the communit)' has
depended. For many years George Merritt hauled the Bedford milk to the Burton creamery
in Freedom, Wyo. Later on. Burton's built a small plant in Bedford. Many people of Bedford
now patronize the Lower Valley Swiss Cheese plant in Thayne on Highway 89."
In the summer Joseph used a wagon that became known as the 'milk wagon' and during the
winter he had a sleigh. He covered the front part of the sleigh with a canvas and put a wood
stove on the wagon seat beside him to keep warm. Rhea says she can remember going on
his rounds with him and 'hugging' the stove to keep warm.
When they were first married. Grandma's dad called Grandpa on a Mission, but because of
a lot of debts he had, because of his dad, he couldn't go right then. He was to get his affairs
in order and payoff the debts and then go. But it took ten years to pay off the debt, so he
never fulfilled a full time Mission.

In 1914 Joseph had the opportunity of being chairman of the Old Folk's Committee and
served in this position for many years. They had an annual part}' each winter; a big dinner
at noon, a program with em evening meal, and a dance afterwards. People from all over the
Valley came to these events.
When the children were young, there was a Christmas program with a community
Christmas tree at the church house. Each person attending received a gift. Joseph, Anna and
the children made small Christmas baskets, and Joseph made Christmas candy. They filled
the baskets and took them to their friends and relatives. Grandpa was a very good cook. His
children all remember his good pies, sour dough bread, hot cakes, peanut brittle and candy
in general.
"In the summer time when he was home on weekends, he would sometimes stay home from
Sunday School, and when Mother and us kids came home, Dad would have dinner all ready
for us. 1 always remember when we went with Dad up Greys River. He would make sour
dough hot cakes. They were the best hot cakes ever. 1 remember one time he cooked three
for me and Wilbert and six for himself. Wilbert ate six and Dad and 1got three each." Joseph
was a good clean and fussy person. As a disciplinarian, he was very strict. Floyd remembers

A Branch of The Skinner Family Tree Page 34



Chapter 11
John & Jane Skinner Family

Joseph Alma Skinner
Joseph Alma Skinner Jr. & Anna Fluckiger

more than once when he got his pants kicked good and hard. He used to think he was
sometimes too hard and quick to punish. But as the years went by he realized the wisdom in
his discipline. Joseph played the harmonica and the children would love to sit and listen to
him play. Sometimes he would read to them. He played in the Bedford band when he was a
young man.

Joseph had a big bear fur coat, which many men in those times had. He used to hunt a lot.
He would borrow a gun and he always brought home an elk. It made the best soup ever but
Rhea never liked it because she thought it was too greasy. One time, Marion and Herman
gave them half of a sheep or calf and it turned out to be rotten. One winter, when cutting up
a pig on their table, they saw some pig worms crawling on it all over and onto the table. Of
course this made Anna all excited and Grandpa just laughed at her. It made Grandma so
sick that she wouldn't eat meat for a long time after that. Joseph used to give all the young
bucks haircuts every Sunday Morning. Sometimes, so many would come it would make him
late for Church. One time, when the children were small, he was in such a hurry, he about
cut off the tip of one guy's ear. Joseph worked on his 80 acre farm and in the timber from
1915-23. During these seasons, he would haul milk. One year (between the years 191 1-20)
he would get up at 5:a.m. and by 7:a.m., be ready with a team of two horses and a sleigh
that he would take up into the canyon to gel Quaken Asp trees. He would go where the
snow was so deep that he would have to walk in front of the horses to make a path for them
to haul the trees out. LeRoy helped cut the wood. Joseph would cut the trees down with an
ax then cut it up in three foot lengths and load it in the sleigh. The next day he would
deliver the wood to his customer, to be used as firewood. He sold most of it to Nels

Hemmert, Charley Stoker, the Creamery, and Caleb Bleazard, the merchant at Bedford for
$1.50 per cord or $3.00 a load. This helped towards the family's grocery bill.

Joseph did his plowing with a hand plow and two horses. He would plow all day, walking
along behind holding the plow. For two summers he helped pitch hay for 50 cents a day.
Possibly at the time he worked for Gottlieb Fluckiger. He also had a homestead. He and
Anna pulled aspen trees and brush with a team of horses in order to clear the land.
One year in December and January, the people in Bedford wanted to build a recreation hall.
To get the logs, Joseph and some of the other men would go up to Willow Creek Canyon at
Turnerville. In order to keep themselves from freezing, they would wrap gunny sacks
around their legs. When the day was over, there was many a time that the sacks were frozen
so stiff it couldn't be taken off and had to be cut off.

Joe hauled freight for Caleb Bleazard from Montpelier. He would stay at the 'half way
house' on these trips. Roy used to go with him and help drive a team. One time his team
wasn't going fast enough. Dick Simpson told him to stop the team and get a willow. As Roy
was getting back on the sleigh, the team started up and Roy fell under the sleigh runner and
received a broken leg. He was taken to Afton to the doctor.
The 'half way house' was an old log house with a stove in it to keep warm by. It took two
days each way between Montpelier and Star Valley and freighters and travelers would stay
overnight.
To quote again from 'Star Valley and Its Communities', "About 1909, Arthur Roberts built
the establishment known now as Rodda's General Mercantile (1951) and the post office was
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moved into that building, where it has remained under various owners who have each
served as postmaster. Arthur Roberts sold to Caleb Blizzard, who transferred ownership to
his son, John. He in turn sold to Clarence Titensor and he sold to N. H. Rodda. In 1918-19
when the big flu epidemic came to Star Valley, the school closed. Joe, Anna, Uncle Ted
Skinner, and two school teachers (Ester Matthews and Maud Kennington) who had the flu
the previous year, nursed all the people in Bedford and Turnerville during their sickness.
They were truly a 'God Send' to the people of the two towns. Rhea and Wayne stayed with
Great Grandpa Fluckiger while this was going on. Joseph got the flu while in Montpelier
hauling freight. He was in the hospital there while the rest of them had it at home. In 1923
Joseph went to work for the Federal Government and worked there for fourteen years as
foreman on Grey's River road work, trail building, and telephone lines.
On September 10,1925 a Consultation Certificate was issued to him by the company's agent,
Alice Hollman. The certificate states: "This certifies that the holder of this Certificate has

received the Rural Efficiency Guide and is entitled to Correspondence and Consultation for
himself and any member of his family, on any special questions in Agriculture or Home
Helps with the National Service Bureau. A fee of $1.00 will be charged for each
Consultation, for non-subscribers, issued by National Service Bureau. Joe started working
for the forest service about 1920.

He helped build the road up Tin Cup Creek, then Willow Creek above Turnerville. When
the forest service started building a road up Grey's River, he got a job there and after the
second year he was the first Road Foreman until about 1932 or 33. "Mr. Joseph Skinner of
Bedford says that Ernest Edgerton was the first Ranger in Star Valley. According to Mr.
Skinner, Mr. Edgerton was here before any ranger stations were built here. He built a log
cabin on the Steven Turner ranch in Turnerville. There are now up-to-date modern ranger
stations in Afton and Bedford."
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George Skinner was born 26 June 1891 at Nounan,Bear Lake Co.,
:• Idaho. He Was the Son of Joseph Alma Skinner Sr. & Catherine

C Maryetta Hunter. He started his schooling in Nounan, Idaho. In
j father moved liis family to Star Valley, Bedford, Wyo.
I He continued school here until the 6th grade. His early life was

farm and helping his father, logging and getting
wood out to sell. Also learning Blacksmith work in his Dads
shop, and helping drive freight wagons and sleighs to make

K likelihood. He was baptized a member of the LDS Church M
Aug.l90n at Nounan, Idaho. He received the Priesthood of a

Deacon 28 August 1903, a Teacher 24 Januaryl909, a Priest 18 December 1916 in the Bedtbrd
Ward, Star Valley Stake, Wyo. He loved outdoor life, fishing and hunting game birds and
animals. He also, loved beautiful horses and took pride in their care. He was active in the
program of the YMMIA, helping train the ball teams and see that tliev got to the games in
the different Wards. At that time, the only transportation was by team, sleighs and buggies.
Sometimes in the v\ inter, it would take 4 or 5 hours to get the ball plavers to tlie differejTl
Wards to play, because the roads were so hard to travel. The sleigh u'ould be loaded with
young people and much fun was had by all in travel, singing and visiting. In 19J7 he
managed the String fellow Ranch at Bedford and worked there until he was called into the
service of his country May 28, 1918 in World War One. He was discharged in 1919. On his
return home, he started to work for the Forest Service, building trails, roads, and later being
manager of the bug burning job. hi Sept. 1921 a young lady, with her daughter and mother,
came to the US from Port Elizabeth Africa and made her home in Bedford. She was Mary
Ann Harriett Peacock. In the spring of 1922, George began to court her and on 7 June 1922
she became his wife at Paris, Idaho. They made their home at Bedford. On 16 May 1923
their first Daughter Hazel was born. She was a beautiful littleblond with snappy blue eves.
She was the pride and joy of her mother and father. In 1927 George & His Brother, Ted
rented the Dick Hinck Ranch at Turnerville. In his spare time, he would do logging. On 9
August 1927 George had gone to the Canyon to work. His wife, Mary and two daughters
busied themselves at home doing the laundry. They were all finished except scrubbing the
floors. They had put a tub of hot u-ater on the floor to do this job. Right at that moment,
Hazel came in from playing and asked for a piece of bread. Her mother u'ent to the
cupboard to get it for her. Without warning. Hazel tracked into the tub of hot water and
was scalded very bad. She only lived a few hours. This was the first real tragedy in his life.
On Aug. 28, 1928 their second daughter Cathem Delenia was born. It wasn't long until
George had enough lumber to build a one room home on the lot in Bedford. Here their first
son, William George was born 29 Jan. 1931. His wife Mary and children stayed here in the
summer alone and George continued to work for the Forest. On 13 July 1935 their son,
Larry was born. On May 17, 1936 his wife, Mary passed away after an operation in Soda
Springs, Idaho. Her death left him with his step daughter and 3 other children to care for.
About this time he was burning bug timber at Oakely Idaho. On 14 May 1937 he married
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Dorothy Mary Peacockat Randolph, Utah. To This Union four sons and one daughter were
born. In Sept. 1937 he took his family and moved to Parawon, Utah. Here he continued to
work for the Forest. In November 1942 he and his family moved to Fire Boil, California.
While there, he did farm labor. On 17January 1943 he and his wife were divorced. George
then went to Wyoming to visit his parents, bringing four boys and one daughter with him.
Later, he went to Blackfoot, Idaho, where he has since resided. Wliile living here, he
worked on a farm and for Simplot Potatoes Co. About 1951 he became dairy manager at
State South Institution, where he worked until his retirement in 1957, Wliile living in the
First Ward, he was ordained an Elder. He made his home with his son, William
George(Billy), the last seven years of his life. He was active shoeing horses, helping his son
Larry on his farm and odd jobs until he was institutionalized, 2 January 1960 with a heart
attack on 8 January 1960. His sons took him to the Veterans Hospital at SaltLake City,
where his condition did not improve. On25 January 1960 he passed away in the hospital.
He is survived by: Mrs. Milton (Cathern) Ralizo, t)f Soladed, Calif. William George (Bill)
Blackfoot, Larry, Moreland Glenn, Frenso, Calif. Mary Ellen Duggan. Bakersfield, John
Fransic, U S. Army, Germany, Alma Jay, U S. Navy. San Deigo Calif, Raymond Marion
McKetterick, Calif. And nine grandchildren.
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Edward Thomas Skinner (Ted) was born the 9th of August, 1894 at
Nounan, Idaho, Bear Lake Count}'. A son of Joseph Alma Skinner

m I and Catherine Maryetta Hunter, He was the 4th child ofa family of

Jr children. The first 7years of his life was spent in Nounan Valley,
^ wliich the family moved to Star Valley, Wyoming. They

'm- f hoinesteaded some land at Bedford and built their home and
remained in Bedford the rest of tlieir lives. Ted didn't have much
chance for a scholastic education. He had to leave school as he
(-completed the 6th grade to help his father and t\vo older brothers;
Joseph and George make a living for the family by getting timber
out of tliecanyonswhich they sold for fire wood. They supplied the

Bedford school with wood for many years. Even though he didn't have much of a formal
education, he was an expert with figures and carving and making items from wood with an
ax. He said he could cut the boards straighter with an axe than he could with a saw. When he
got through building his house on the ranch, he walked out to the middle of the road and
stood there and looked at the house ajid said, "Not too bad with an axe and a hammer". He
learned the value of work at a very early age and iie has installed this trait into all of his
children and grandchildren that lived with him. Wlien asked by a grandson some years ago,
"How much time do you think one should put in as a good days work?" He smiled and said,
"Eight hours is usually expected, but 1always tr)' to start at least one hour early so 1feel I've
done a good days work for good days pay." He was always known as a man of his word,
honest in his dealings with others, very faithful and very dependable - a hard worker. He was
an early riser. He was the first person up in his neighborhood, the first yard light to be turned
on. By listening to his boyhood stories, he was not only ambitious but also very full of
mischief. He would get school teacher in his sleigh and then get the horses to go fast enough
to tip the sleigh over and scare the ladies nearly silly. He also told a stor)' how he bore holes
through a house wall and hooked up strings to the ladies' piano keys and at night time he
would go there and play the piano. He told the story ofwhen his mother was presidentof the
Star Valley StakePrimary foryears and how she helped out the sickand also, how she helped
prepare the people for burial before they had a mortuary in the valley. He said many times
she made complete sets of burial clothes all by hand. The only hansportation in those days
was horse and buggy or horse and sled. He was assigned by his father to be the one to take
his mother while she prepared all of this wonderful service to the people. He said some times
they were invited in by the people and fed and sometimes they were not. He said how he
remembered how glad lie was when they got home and had a hot meal and crawled into their
own beds. (Some times they were gone for t\\'o days.) In his early teens he freighted from
Star Valley to Montpelier, Idaho and back. He started out by using his father's team and
bugg}'. He said if he got a good early start, he could make it one way in three days. After the
season was over he made just enougli money to buy him a team and buggy and a set of
sleighs. He remembered his father's team was called Rocky and Roundy, and when the times
got tough, he would takealong the third horse Pet,as she was a good pulling horse. He called
his first team of horses Snap and Slim. He said they were the best looking horses in Star
Valley, and when he hooked them to his black topped buggy, he was the envy of everyone.
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He expressed liis love to his Fatlier for letting hiiii use his horses so he could get his own
start. He was now able to support hijitself. He no longer would have to depend upon liis
Fatlier for help. He tlien said, "I learned something fast, as everyone else experiences different
things in life, no one ever gets to the point ^ '̂!len they no longer need other peoples help,"
Well, anyway the season was over and when he got home and iiis Father asked him how he
was going to feed his horses that winter. That certainly was a good question, he liadn't even
thought about that. He said he went to bed wondering what he would do. The next morning
his Father, told him that John Coy of Thayne, was very sick, and that his crops were still in the
field; for him to go down there and tell Mrs. Coy that he had been sent to help them out. Mrs.
Coy was so liappy she took him in, fixed his supper and told him to put his horses in the
barn. Dad said he really worked hard for several days before Mr. Coy knew he was there.
When Mr. coy got up and found he was putting in the crops he was angry, as he felt he had
no money to pay him. Dad said Mrs. Coy was so happy to have
his help that she told him to not worr)' how Bro. Coy felt, tliat he
would be grateful when it was all over. Dad said it took nearly
three weeks to complete the harvest. When the last load of hay
was stacked, Mr. Coy called him over and Dad told him thanks
for his board and room, and lie started to leave when Mr. Coy I ^
called him back, and asked him what he had been feeding his
horses and Dad said, "Straw", that was all he could afford to

feed them. Dad said before he knew what was going on, Mr.
Coy loaded his wagon with hay and even threw in some oats, W. •
and he told Dad how to feed his horses. Dad said he did as he

said, and he had enough hay for all winter and his horses
looked real good. Dad said he was so grateful and relieved. He
and Brother Boy became the best of friends after that. That same
winter Dad started to date Brother Coy's daughter Hazel, and
two years later, on Dad's birthday, August 9, 1916, they were married at the Coy home in
Thayne. To this union two lovely sons were born, Cecil Thomas and Leland J. When Leiand
was four months old. Hazel got the flu and she passed away Januaiy 22,1919. Dad said he
couldn't sleep or eat for weeks. One morning his Father suggested to him that he should get
away for a while, that they would take good care of both of his sons. Dad was a hard worker
and he went to Nampa, where his sister lived to visit her. While there he worked in building
a canal, everywhere he could get work. He said he was glad when he made enough money to
return home to his boys, although he had enjoyed the visit as best as he could with his sister
Maiy. On arrival at home, his sons had forgotten him. He said it was a terrible feeling until
they got used to him again. The only work available was to work in the canyons logging and
getting out wood. He then was hired by Les Izatt and Delos Turner to help them with logs
and at the saw mill. Lest Izatt told Manon he was tlie best help they ever had. They became
best of friends and had a lot of fun together, as well as lots of hard work. The saw mill was
located in the mouth of Turnerville. They all stayed and boarded with the William Turner
home. Weekends Dad would spend at home with iiis boys and his family. (1921 through
1924) In the spring of 1924, Dad went to work for the forest service. On that job he met a
fellow by the name of Paul Merritt. They became close friends; Paul would go home

Ha2<l C. SUmer

A Branch of The Skinner Family Tree Page 40



Chapter 11
John & Jane Skinner Family

Joseph Alma Skinner
Edward Skinner & Hazel Coy & Jane Turner

weekends with Dad to visit the boys and family. Paul later was baptized by Dad up
Strawberr)' Canyon in the winter by cutting a hole in the ice. Later Paul married Dad's sister
LaFawn. Dad started dating Stella Jane Turner during year of 1924 and on December 24,1924
they were mariied in Paris, Idaho. Tiie trip was made by team and sleigh. Tliey were
accompanied to Paris by Paul and LaFawn Merritt and Jane's brother Percy Turner and his
wife Myrtle. Often throughout his life he would laugh and tell how much fun they had going
and coming home from Paris, a trip that took three days and nights. Dad andJane lived in
Tumerville for a short time while Dad again worked at the
sawmill and in the canyons. They lived in a house on now
what is known as the ranch of Clifford Turners. Later they
moved to Bedford where Ted and Hazel lived. They made that

sight, and built a home the summer of 1939, and finished it the
fall of 1940. Born to the union of Edward Thomas Skinner and H[f3k
Stella Jane Turner was six children, Clayton, Manon, Dorene,

was a place where eveiyone was welcome Children and
grandchildren, cousins and anyone else that came to stay. Dad
was a good provider working several jobs besides running the ranch, so everyone tinat stayed
there wasexpected to do their shareof the work, and they always worked hard. Dad worked
for the Forest Service for approximately 25 years. He was a trained forest fire fighter. He built
trails, made fences, sprayed the forest for bugs, built campfires, etc. He loved the work and
being out ofdoors. He loved the mountains and fishing and hunting and all the sports that go
with it. He could ride the Greys River night or day. He knew the mountains so well. Greys
River will always be a historical place for the family as we have always had fond memories
and fun times there. Dad had a bad accident while working onGreys River. He had his pack
hoses all packed to go across the river to spray for the bugs that were killing the trees, when
one of the horses got scared and stampeded the rest of the horses. Dad and the horse he was
riding were forced off the bridge into the river. He could not swim, but he grabbed a tree by
the side of tlie river and pulled liimself out of the water. The horse he was riding drowned.
Someone passing by happened to see Dad, stopped and took him to Afton, to the closest
hospital. Everyone said what a miracle it was that he got out alive, as the river was so high
and swift. He worked as a hunting guide for Ted Frome and Verl Hebdon's hunting camps for
several years; this was also located in Greys River area. In the summer he worked for the
forest service and in the winter he hauled school children to and from school. After he and
Jane had retired from the ranch, he and Jane herded cattle for the Star Valley Cattlemen
Association for seven years. It was so much fun to visit them at this time. Jane was such a
good cook and she could cook in that wood stove witii excellence, always having goodies
such as her famous raisin filled cookies and biscuits and that little covered wagon was
spotless. She rode with Dad much of the time. It was during this time Dad contacted a bad
fever caused fi'om deer and horse flies. He became some handicapped at times making
difficult for him to remember clearly. He recovered faster than the Doctors expected. He gave
credit to Bp. Norville L. Fluckiger for a blessing he gave him at the time. Ronell, Steve and
Todd spent the rest of the summer up there with them. Disaster hit the Skinner family on
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Januar}' 2, 1964 when their son Clayton died of cancer of the Pancreas, leaving his wife and
nine children. Dad and Jane mourned the loss of their son, but were as grateful for his wife
Marilyn as she busily cared for the children and their needs. Our lives were very lonely and
disrupted again when Jane died of cancer December 27, 1968 on Dad's and Jane's 45th
wedding aniiiversary. After her passing. Dad was showered with love and concern by family
and his grandchildren. Ronell spent four or five years with Dad, along with other
grandchildren and the help of Noel, Leland, Marilyn and other family members - as well as
neighbors. He was able to enjoy his home, where he wanted to be. Dorene, Relda, Manon
and others visited often weekends. Dad's last five years have been spent staying with Noel
and Nyla in Draper and Spanish Fork, Utah. Dorene, Relda and Manon helped Noel when
they could and when necessary. Tliere were a few trying times, but the joy over weighed the
trying times. Dad was a lover of music and he enjoyed dancing to the Ernest Turner
Orchestra. Some of his most choice experiences were at the Steven Turner home enjoying a
music fest, which were held often. He was a good baseball player and played on the Bedford
Ward team for years. He also enjoyed watching grandchildren play basketball and baseball.
He was known as quite a horseman in Star Valley, and many people came to him for medical
advice for their ajiimals. He tiained many horse and was master of them all. He may have
been remembered by some as a coarse speaking man, but he was a man with a heart of gold.
Clayton and I helped Dad irrigate. I stayed with Dad and Jane at the ranch when I was older
after high school, or the last part of high school after Granddad moved to town. One time as I
came home late and started up the stairs Dad said, "No need going to bed, it's time to milk".
So the next morning I came in late again and said to Dad, "It's time to get up and go milk".
When we started to put up hay. Dad said, "Youcan't stack hay today", and I said, "1 can stack
all the hay you can throw to me". And 1 did, 1 think we stacked 2 stacks that day. I was so
tired I went to bed after milking and didn't wake up until the next morning. Jane was a veiy
good cook, kind and thoughtful and put up with a lot from Dad that she shouldn't have done.
She never did mistreat me - but I wasn't as good to her as 1 should have been. Dad worked
with Granddad an awful lot. Granddad had 160 acres on the west side of the bench road and

80 acres on the East side. Even when Dad had the Dick Hinck ranch in Tumerville, they
worked together. One time we were putting a stacker together up on the hill where Austin
Merritt lives and Granddad had a pinto horse and Dad kept watching and looking towards
town, pretty soon a horse showed up where Delbert Heiner's house is and Dad hollered, and
Granddad stopped and Dad told him to get some bolts, size and how many, and he was a
good mile away. Dad, Granddad, Cecil and I would go to town to see the pulling matches and
Cecil would go to the old town hall and roller skate. Dad loved racing and shining and
pulling matches and it drove Granddad wild. He didn't like all that. Once in awhile he did a
little shining with kids. Tlie last week of Dad's life was spent at his daughter's home, Relda.
The Doctors said the family should be commended for the time and patience taken during his
final ilbiess. Edward Thomas Skinner was sealed to Hazel Coy in the Idaho FallsTemple Dec.
17,1958, Leland was also sealed to them, and he was sealed to Stella Jane Turner in the Idaho
Falls Temple January 16,1958.

One time Dad out pulled DeVon Van Noy with his horses but they disqualified him for using
a whip on the horse. The horse was broke with a whip. A lot of people including Frank Dana
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were unhappy with the decision. It was Joe Moser's horse. Wlien we were haying. Dad would
drive the team from the stack. He tied the reins on the mane. They drove up and backed up
on being told what to do. Old Prince was really a smart horse. We broke all colts with him
while we had him. When we were working at Granddad's we ate there, and when at Dad's we
ate there. We got together a lot for holidays. Jane was faithful in writing when 1 was in the
ser\'ice and of course Grandmother was also.

As I share some of my experiences with Edward Skinner, you're Father; 1first remember him
as four years older than I. Our lives were different to the extent that I watched him grow up
and profited to some extent from his mistakes, and profited also from his good qualities. As 1
grew up to where we shared, sports, and worked together, the gap between dour age filled,
and we were buddies from there on. He married young and his first wife. Hazel Coy died
young and left him with two little boys, Cecil and Leland. After that he seemed to fill into my
age group, during this time we spent much time together working in the canyon in winter and
for the forest in the summer, along with other jobs that had to be done to sustain life here in
Star Valley. He did a lot of hauling freight from Montpelier with horses to the Valley with his
brother Joseph and George, Jack Fluckiger, and the Dana brothers, Frank, Roy and Stoker
boys. It was his nature to have good horses; he fed them well emd worked them all hard and
long hours. That was the way he worked himself and anyone that worked with him had to do
the same, if they stayed his partner. I always liked him although we were different in our
personalit)'. I always filled my church assigiiments on Sunday, and he chose to hound around
doijig more entertaining things. About this time he married Jcme Turner, my cousin. She was
just like a sister to me, and I loved her as much as if she was one. By that time I married and
moved to Afton, and we went our separate ways. Then the 1929-32depression struck us, and
we all had the trials of our lives. Ted was a guy that didn't let troubles get him down; he
fought to win and stay on top. I think I preached to him more than any of my friends. I
wanted him and Jane to share eternal life together. I knew they hadn't met those
requirements. Then years later, he slapped me on the shoulder and said, "Well old buddy, I
made it. Jane and 1 went to the Temple, and it scares the hell out of me when I think of how
much I must do yet to square myself with the old man upstairs." That was the wit and grit
and nature of your Dad. He was the first to help anyone in need. One time, when Caleb
Bleazard, my uncle, was veiy near gone with the flu, Mrs. Walton a nurse said to me, "Raydo
you know where we can get some good whiskey." I said. No, but 1 know a guy that does."
She said that is the only thing that will save him. I went to the store and Ted was there, and 1
said him. "Ted, we have to have some good liquor. I know you can get it, how about it." He
said, "I don't like him but if it will save his life, 1will get it." He mounted his horse and went
to Thayne, to Marion Heaps. Told him what I wanted it for and come back with it. Tliat was
during prohibition days and bootleggers had to be careful who they sold it to. That saved his
life. A teaspoonful every two hours did the job. We went on several hunting trips together
and fishing trips, seining fish in the winter time, got wet, dried our clothes by bonfire,
shoveled our way through snow slides, forded rivers in high water season. We took chances
that would scare me to death today, but we feared nothing those days. Yes, we went through
hell and high waters those days. Later years, we both knew that we were getting old and
talked about the foolish things we had done. W^iat 1 write about your father 1can say about
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more of his and my fi iends. We were all good friends together. I know they would say Amen
to what I have written. Ray Merritl - Testimony of a loving friend. P.S. You may want to
change some woiding and by all means the spelling and other mistakes. My hands are stiff
and wore out; it's hard for me to write.

(Stories told to his daughter in law, Delsa Skinner.)
When Ted was in grade school and his teacher was Nellie Sprouse (Titensor) and my mother,
Leila Howard (Dana) taught the younger classes in Bedford. Ted sluffed school and was told
he had to have a paper fi'om his parents to get back in school. He went to Mother and she
wrote him a note, resulting in Nellie's recognition of the handwriting, and she went to the
school board to have Motlier fired. She wasn't but said she was too mucli of a kid with the

kids. Then on Halloween Ted and other young men went to my Grandfather Dana's home
and were putting a wagon up on top of a shed. After tugging and working so hard Grandpa
said, "Now boys let's go in the house and have some hot cocoa." They did and when they
were through. Grandpa said, "Now boys let's go take the wagon down," And they did.

HAZEL COY

Hazel Coy was bom 26 May 1898 at Willard, Box Elder Utali to John Arthur Coy and Harriet
Emma Herrick. When she was tJiree years of age, tine family moved to Thayne this was in
1901 ajul tiieycame from Utah. This was such a long way for a tiny girl. It must have seemed
that it took forever to make that hard, long journey. Our mother and grandmother pioneers
exemplified all the noble characteristics of womanhood. Picking up and moving when their
husband were ready to move on to open up new territories on
nev\' horizoiis, supporting and helping regardless of the
hardships. Tlieir first home was where the first Star Valley
Swiss Cheese Plant was built in Thayne, located on Muddy
String. It was a one room dirt roof log house. They lived there
for about a year, and then moved approximately 4 miles north
into a log home. There was one room with an attic used for
bedrooms, built by her father. This was on the Coy homestead
and is still standing today in 1980 on the land known as the star qHK' •
Valley Ranch. There must have been lots of wildlife all around yKjll^
them, as one can see many deer in that area today early in the

She was a beautiful dark headed young girl with an olive
complexion. Her mother had brought her organ with her and
Hazel learned to play. Leola Hart said she was a lively and friendly little thing. She was
active in the gospel.
Her parents went to Utah every fall to get fruit and then a busy time was spent canning.
Without all the modern conveniences that we have today, that had to each do their part to
make things run smooth in a big family. They also liad to create their own entertaii\ment and
were a long way from neighbors.
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Her father, jolin Coy, was having healtii problems at haying time ami Granddad Skinjier
(Joseph A.) sent his son Edward (Ted) with a team to go help him and the young couple fell in
love.

Ted had a fajicy team and bugg>', and Roy Dana said you could always tell when Ted was
going to Coy's.
They were married on the 9th of August 1916 at Thayne. Their first home was a one room
home west in Bedford and they lived a year here.
One winter was spent in the log home where Charlie Nelson used to live, in one side of the
house with Joe and Aiina when Cecil was a baby. The men were logging up Willow Creek
and they stayed there in a tent. The two women stayed in town and milked the cows, and
then drove up to Willow Creek to have dinner with their husbands.
Hazel was a very happy, good natured woman. Her sister Zelda said she never knew her to
be angry-
John Coy and Hazel took Leola and Joe Hart toSalt Lake Cit>' to get married in Jolm's car, and
John had a bottle he kept having a drink from. Hazel hid the bottle and told him he had
enough. Wlien their first son was born they named him Cecil. Eighteen months later a second
son, Leland, was born to this little family. But the happiness and joy of being a family was
short. Wiien she was only tvs'ent)'-t\vo years old and the baby four montlis old, she went to
visit her Aunt Bessie Meacham not knowing that they were getting that dreaded flu. Hazel
was one of the many that died in the flu epidemicin 1918 on the 22 Jan. 1919, and her tiny son
Leiand also got the flu and struggled to sur\'ive. Because of the fear of the flu they did not
even hold funeral services.

Jane Turner

R William Turner and Jacob Michaelson moved into Star Valley
about the same time. They didn't know each other and came for

jp different reasons. William was sent with his father-in-law,
•.JPK^v Archibald Gardner, to look for good places to build sawmills.

Jacob came to escape the persecution of the law against

• polygamy. We know very little about William Turner and his
^ family before coming to Star Valley. He was an English

r immigrant and married Elizabeth Gardner wliose American roots
Mayflower. In 1890, William Turner and

P ^ ' Archibald Gardner, were sent to Star Valley by church leaders to
there were any locations where sawmills could function.

Archibald Gardner was one of those Mormon pioneers who spent his life pioneering. He
was getting up in age when he came to Star Valley: it was the last time he moved. He and
William scouted out all the creeks feeding Salt River, noting which ones sustained their flow
during hot summer days and freezing winter nights, and which ones liad the most volume.
William finally settled on Willow Creek, building a mill and flume where it pulsed out of
the mountains. Archibald selected Swift Creek, bordering the main town of Afton, for his
sawmill. After choosing a site, William hurried back to Utah for his family, bringing them
to the valley in August. He and Elizabeth set up a sturdy tent to live in until spring. The
tent was patterned after the ones used in the Salt Lake Valley by immigrants who didn't

ylr •
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have time to construct homes before winter. Awooden frame with log siding was built
halfway up the walls, then, the canvas from their wagon was placed on top of the logs, it
was cjuite comfortable until a house could be built. But, by October, it was evident to
William and Elizabeth that their family would not survive the winter in a tent. William
found some men to help him haul logs for a house, then he and Elizabeth hewed, smoothed
and fitted the logs into tv '̂o snug rooms before winter really settled in. The next spring, they
added on to the log house, remodeling the two rooms into one, adding several bedrooins, a
big kitchen and living room, making it large enough to hold their family as well as their
hospitality. Elizabeth was known for her generosit>', an inherited trait from her father.
Archibald Gardner was sent to Star Valley to look for mill sights because of his extensive
knowledge. But, he had other traits needed to settle a hostile place. He was blessed with
abundance throughout his life and he knew how to share that abundance for the betterment
of those around him. The need to help others and to share, were talents of Archibald
Gardner and he passed the talent on to his daughter. William and Elizabeth opened their
home to anyone as long as they wiped their feet before entering. Elizabeth served as a
midwife as well as a general nurse. Since there were no telephones, gun shots were fired to
summon help. Many nights, Elizabeth was called from her bed by gun shots to help
someone or deliver a baby. She traveled by horse in summer, snowshoes in winter.
Strangers and friends down on their luck knew they could find a meal and a bed at the
Turners, if they were willing to do a little work. Besides doctoring physical ailments, the
Turners doctored social ailments with dances and parties. Not only did they hold dances in
their home, but the Turners sons provided the music. People came from all over the valley
for these dances, bringing food, quilts, and children. Very seldom did a dance end before
daylight. Three of William's sons stayed in the Turnerville area. Stephen, the oldest,
homesteaded land bordering the southern forest. Rawsel, the second son, built a house
across the road from William and Elizabeth. Rob, the third son, built his home where the
canyon road and road to Bedford junction. This little cove of houses became known as
Turnerville. Jacob Michaelson was from Denmark. After immigrating to the U.S., he
married Elizabeth Barker. Later, at the request of Church Leaders, he married her sister,
Susaimah. Jacob builta big house for his family in St. Charles, Idalio situated on the shores
of Bear Lake. In 1885 the Manifesto, a bill making polygamy illegal was passed. Some
western states, such as Wyoming wanted the large hard working families which
Mormonism produced to settle their country, so officials looked the other way when
polygamy was involved. The law officers in Idaho and Utah felt differently. Polygamists
were ruthlessly pursued. Since Jacob's two wives and twenty-five children shared the
house in St. Charles, he was a high profile polygamist. Sheriffs and deputies were after him
constantly. He spent over five years inhiding, unable to support his family. The wives and
children did all they could to sustain themselves, but often provisions were short. When my
great-grandmother, Mary Ann Michaelson, was fourteen, Jacob could tolerate the situation
no longer and moved Elizabeth and her children to Star Valley. They settled in Strawberry
Flats, later known as Thayne. When she was seventeen. Marry Ann went to a dance and
met Stephen Turner. He played violin for the band. They courted for a year and were
married in 1895. Their first child, a daughter named Mary Ada, was born in 1896. Stella
Jane turner was born 12 August 1901, the second daughter of Stephen and Mary Ann
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Micliaelson Turner, jane had a sister Ada five years older than her and they were always
very close. They had ringlets in their hair u'hen they v» ere small, not by curlers, but their
hair u'as tied in curls with rags as was the custom at that time. Later when jane had her hair
bobbed, her brother in-law, Jack Fluckiger was so unhappy about it that her sister never had
her hair cut until after her husband died. There were not enough children in Tumerville lo
have a school so Jane's father rented a home in Bedford so the children could attend school.
They were taught to read, write and spell by their parents, and because of this Jane
completed two grades of school her first year. When Jane was 10 years old, the school board
at Grover hired a teacher for the Tumerville pupils on condition that parents would provide
a place for a school house. They fixed up a vacant house and school began there in 1911.
Later they built a large one-room school house, from which jane graduated in May 1918.
The two girls were excellent horsewomen and loved to ride. None of their brothers like to
ride horses. Both Jane and Ada were given piano lessons and loved music. Jane worked for
Ted Skinner and Hazel Coy Skinner as a house keeper and to assist with the children. A
number of years after Hazel died, she married Ted. She was a good wife, motlier,
grandmother homemaker and cook. Jane had a tenderness of spirit. For years a picture of
Hazel hung in her bedroom. She made the statement that she loved Hazel very much. Jane
was an excellent cook and she was known for her raisin filled cookies. When she taught
primary the children would always get raisin filled cookies for their birthdays. It was
always a special treat to have dinner at Jane's home. Sev\'ing also was a talent of Jane's and
she loved making quilts. In later years Ted took a job of cow herder up Greys River. Jane
made their camp wagon as pretty as possible, pasting material on the canvas. It had a small
wood stove in to keep warm and to cook on. The raisin filled cookies were made in this
small stove and a treat to family that visited them up Greys River. When Jane's
granddaughters, Valerie was two years old and Lana
one, (Leland and Delsa's daughters) Jane brought a •
darling dress she had made for her birthday, but she
also brought a dress for Lana. Delsa told her she
didn't need to do that and she said she did as Lana

was too young to know why Valerie was getting a .
dress and she wasn't. This continued for a number of

years. She was very good at sewing. This story also
tells of her compassionate nature. When Burnis was '•
in around the 5''̂ grade, his teacher told him that Jane
was his step-gi'andniother, not his biological
grandmother. He came home and cried because he

loved her so much and wanted her to be his jed Valerie, Biimis & Lana
grandmother. But she was very much the I
grandmother of the Cecil Skinner and Leland Skinner cliildren. They all loved her dearly.
When her mother became incapacitated and needed special care, Jane was there to take her
turn, even though her health was not the best. Many times her brother Ern would stay at
night in place of others that he thought liad a long way lo come and needed their rest.
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a Cecil was born March J6,1917 at Thayne Wyoming. His
parents lived in Bedford Wyoming at the home of his
granddad, John Arthur Coy. As a young boy he enjoyed
the often challenging life in a rural area in theearly 1900s.
He was only 22 months old when his mother pass away
from the terrible flu epidemic of 1918. He then went to T "
live with his Giand Parents Joseph and Catherine who
also lived in Bedford. As a young boy it was his job to \ '
keep the sheep and cows out of the alfalfa. He Iielped to weed the

garden, get wood in the house, as they used wood to cook as well as heat the house in tliose
days. He also had to pack water and some times in the winter he would haul it a little a day
quite a distance. As he got larger the work became larger. Cecil's father Edward (Ted)

much that his fatlier finally told him to go away
^ for a while to put his life back in perspective. He \ '̂ent back

to live with his father one year after he married Jane Turner
1924. Cecil loved horses and as a young boy spent many

working with and playing with them. He started

^ School for 2 years at Star Valley High in Afton. He always
had the ability to ^

Thayne Amusement

played basketball on the church basketball team
from Bedford. He worked for a while in Metetsee,
Wyo. for an older couple on a ranch; they didn't
have any children and wanted him to stay there. Evetyone thought if he had, he would have
inherited the ranch. He also worked on the Palisades Dam for Arrington Construction as a
crane operator and placed the beams on the Thayne Swiss Cheese Factory when it was built.
He drove the crane from Idaho Falls. He was known as an exceptional crane operator and
worked for the Forest Service a lot. He loved, raised and trained horses, especially
appaloosas. His first mare came from Star Valley. She was not an appaloosa but all of her
colts were. One of his favorite was Mr. Moccasin Track pictured here. He married Cleora
Stewart Clinger when he was about 17years old. They had seven children, then he married
Phyllis Wray and they had one son. He then married Lucille Bricker then Faye Johnson and
later Francis Lee McCoy. Cecil lived in Bedford, Etna, Metetsee, Afton, Idaho Falls,
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^ Marysville and Sandpoint and then Oregon where he lived until he passed away. Wlien we
visited him at Myrtle Creek Oregon he had a small boot shop and was working as a cobbler.
He still had and loved his horses. He was a very good dancer and was also very friendly.
Two of his good friends were Rex Ivie and Cecil Dana.
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a little town called Bedford, nestled at the foot of the East
Mountains, a baby boy was born in the beautiful fall of the year.
Dad and Mother were so happy with their new son and his older

I V:'...bfotheF, Cecil. But their happiness was to be so short lived, as
! tragedy struck the home just four short months later, leaving the

S?'"' family without amother. Tlie baby was never to know the fond
! caresses and the love that only a mother can give a child. A dear

% grandmother stepped in and gave lier love and attention to the
W two little boys. I Leland ]. Skinner was born on Sept. 22,1918, at

I3S Bedford, Lincoln Count)', Wyoming, at my father's Iiome with
assistance of a midwife, as no doctor was available. 1 don't

know who picked out my first name, but the J. in my name was
given to me, because my Grandfathers on both sides had a J. in
their first names, Joseph A. Skinner and ]ohn Coy. J was born in

a house two blocks west of the Bedford road, west of Flciyd Skinner's home. Two children
were bom to my parents, and 1was the second son of Edward T. Skinner and Hazel Coy. My
older brother, Cecil T. Skinner was born March 16, 1916. Mother died when I was four
months old with the flu, Jan. 22, 1919. Tliis was the flu epidemic of 1918-19 which took so
many lives. I also had the flu and they didn't know whether 1 would live or not. My
Grandmother and Granddad Skinner took Cecil and myself to live with them. Dad went to
workand was gonemuch of the time. My grandparents made a very good home for me.

A NEW FAMILY

Dad's second family was Clayton, Manon, Dorene, Noel and Relda. 1remember that we used
to move from one house to the other, down town iji the wintertime
and up on the homestead in the summer. Our home was spotless, as
Grandmothei" was an immaculate housekeeper. We never had majiy
worldly goods, but our home was a showplace because Grandmother
kept it so clean and adorned with her beautiful handwork. When we
lived up on the homestead, we had a large garden and a big patch of t
spuds. 1remember riding a horse up and down the spud rows with
Granddad walking behind holding the cultivator to cultivate the
spuds which took most of the weeds out. I was also paid 1 cent a row
to weed the garden. 1 thought 1 would never get to the end of the
row. Wealso had a lot of trouble with the mountain lats coming into the house. We always
had rat traps out. We only lived on the homestead in the summer time and moved into
Bedford in the wintertime. I remember one winter instead of killing a beef, as Grandfather
could sell the beef and make a little money that was needed; he went hunting along with
some of his boys in the East Mountains and killed an elk. It was very good the way
Grandmother fixed it. We never went hujigr)'; there u'as always something to eat. We had
the misfortune of losing two homes by fire. The first house burned in town while we were
living at the homestead. Granddad and Grandmother went dou-n to clean the house so the
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school teachers could live in it, and they built a fire. After they left the house, it burned to the
ground. The second house burned while I was in High School. It was located on the upper
string where Lana and Lance live. As a small boy, I herded sheep and cows on the farm and
whatever small jobs a boy could do. Some of my earliest memories are of Cecil and me
herding sheep before I was in school. We had a horse and could do anything we wanted to
with him, and we could lead him up to a fence or anything, and he would stand while we got
on liim. I enjoyed living on a farm. My Aunt Marger)' Skinner Walton died leaving her
family, and her son Wendell W^alton stayed with us quite a lot. Wendell lived in Thayne most
of the time with his Granddad and Grandmother Walton. He used to come and see us and

would ride a horse to Bedford. W^ien he was older, he lived with us for awhile. The close
association we had has extended through the years, and I feel we were closer than most
brothers. Many happy and choice times were shared with Wendell. Wan Nelson would come
over to our place on a mule. About four of us would get on the mule and when we came to a
ditch, the mule would stop, put its head down, and we would all go off in the water.
Granddad used to say, "When you've got a boy,you have a boy, tv\'o boys-you have half a boy
and more than two, you have none. When very young, I had some kind of heart problem.
While coasting when I was five years old, I hit a post with my left hip. Granddad
administered to me. The Doctor said that my hip was shattered, and I wouldn't be able to
walk again. Grandfather gave me a priesthood blessing. I have a testimony of priesthood
blessings to this day. This took place in April or May, but by school time, 1was able to walk
on it. If you said you were sick, you got a dose ofepsom salts. That stopped you from staying
home, as you would rather go to school if you were dying. We used to enjoy a game much
like hockey, except we played on the ground instead of ice. We liked to play run-sheep-run,
kick-the-can, three legged races, hide-n-seek, relievio and other games young people enjoyed
at that time. I never had the opportunity of learning to swim or to ride or own a bicycle.
Chrishiias was special, as most of the holidays. We used to get one toy, and one year Cecil
and I got windup toys and they ran. We were taught to take good care of things and mine
was still in good shape, but burned in the house on the upper string. Wlien I was small, I stole
a pocketknife from Clarence Titensor's store. My Grandparents made me take it back.
Clarence talked real nice to me about it and I could see where I was wrong. I learned a good
lesson. WTien we lived on the homestead, we always saw deer, bear, and once in awhile a
coyote. One day, one of our dogs and a coyote got in a fight just a couple of hundred yards
from the house. We were the only ones that lived in that area, a quarter of a mile from there
to the Russ Session's home. Especially when we lived on the homestead, and I was old
enough to go places at night, I would ride a horse to town. I remember we had an old dog
and the corral where we turned the horse loose was about six or seven hundred yards from
the house. I always claimed I wasn't afraid of the dark, but I would alwayscall the dog when
I had to walk from the corral to the house, and he would always be there. Granddad used to
trade horses with the Indians that came to Thayne. I also have some beaded moccasins that
Granddad got from those Indians. When we lived on the ranch north of Bedford, we had a
room in our woodshed where Granddad ran a small stream of cold water through tliatwe put
our milk, cream, and butter in it to keep it cool in the summer. Grandmother always had
baking powder biscuits for breakfast no matter what else she fixed for us. Wlien he killed the
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pigs in the fall, all tiie famih' came to the ranch and helped. It was a big day. 1can remember
after the pigs were killed and the bacon and hams were cut, then put in the brine to cure them,
ssi^- then hung up to diy after which they were wrapped in paper and
•p ; put down in the grain bin to keep cool. We alu'ays had beef or

' ''" meat hanging in some cool place in a sack,and at night
u'ould take the sack off so the meat could get air and cool

better. Some of the thmgs we had to eat were lumpy dick,
I ' \ dumplings, rice pudding, lots of beans, peanut butter, hominy,

^ ^ honey. We also grew our own wheat for flour and mush,
. sourdough and hot cakes and biscuits; as well as regular bread

^ cakes, quite a lot of cake, and a lot of fruit and vegetablefresh or bottled. 1bought the first car 1owned. Dad had a car, but
Granddad never owned a car. The first car 1 remember in our family was when Buck
(Oswald) came home with a Model T. Ford. It seems like1was a Junior in High School when 1
bought my car. 1 bought the second car when I was a senior, after wrecking the first. Dad
tcllr the ::toiy of splitting wood when he saw me driving my car, and he knew 1was going too
fast to make the turn. Wlien he saw the car roll over, he dropped down on a block of wood.
The next thing he saw me crawl out of the car, and he knew that 1was alright. My Dad and
Granddad always worked hard and at many things. We had a farm with milk cows, some
sheep, pigs, chickens, and horses. Eveiyone worked. We did the farm work in the summer.
In the winter we logged with horses to get wood and cedar posts, anything to make a living.
Wlien 1 wasn't working at home with Dad or Granddad, Wendell Walton and 1 worked for
Paul Merritt getting logs in Alpine and Greys River. Paul was my uncle. 1 would go with
Granddad down on Salt River, and get ice to store in a sawdust bin to have to use in the
summer, as we didn't have a refrigerator at that time. I also worked in the logs with my
brother Cecil. Granddad and Dad used to move houses or buildings. 1also helped with this
work. Granddad was a good blacksmith and 1 used to help hini. 1 remember when 1 was
quite small, that Von Jensen would bring his race team to Bedford and stay with my
Grandparents. Granddad would make shoes and shoe the team for him, before he would go
to Thayne to race on a cutter with Henry Heap, O. Low, Ken Clinger, and the other fellows
that raced in those days. I also brokesaddle horses for people and would shoe horses and any
other work around the farm.

I was a member of the F.F.A. and attended the F.F.A. Convention in Kansas Cit)'. Bus Miles
also went to the convention and it was quite an experience. We stayed in a hotel and we went
in and out from one side of the hotel and knew where we were. One time, we were on the
opposite side of the hotel and couldn't tell where we were going, so we hired a cab and he
took us around tu'o or three blocks to get there - while we were actually on the opposite side
of the hotel. 1liked athletics best. I think 1 liked high school to play, not to learn anything.
That's what happened anyway. 1 went to the dances, and tried to see how many girls we
could dance with throughout the evening. 1don't remember any Primary teachers or Sunday
school teachers names, but used to go to Sunday School ever\' Sunday and also to Primary. I
went to church until 1was in high school and then wouldn't go any more.
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One time when we were herding sheep, we would ride the old mare to town. After Sunday
school one time, it was raining, and we had on some fancy clothes, my grandmother thought
they were fancy. Boy, did we ruin them. It rained and we got them soaked, and got the horse
colors all over them, dirt and dust from the horse, and she never could get them clean.
Junior Seminary was held in Bedford, not in connection with school, and I completed three
years and received a certificate. 1 used to have a lot of fun at MIA. By that time, we either
lived up at the homestead or the house where Austin Merritt lives now. We either rode a
horse to MIA or walked. We used to play on the basketball team. I remember Herman
Rickenback was the janitor at the church house, and we always used to go there and play
basketball and one thing or another. Anytime we wanted to, Herman was always there to let
us in and play with us. We used to shoot from the foul line for a game, or we used to call it a
game and see how many points you could get. Herman was pretty good at that foul line. He
used to beat us pert near all the time. Once in awhile we could beat him. After I got big
enough to play M Men basketball, I played with the team. Harold Jensen was our coach and
Sam Suter was our coach at different times. We used to go to Tliayne, Freedom or Etna in the
winter time. When Sam was the coach, he always used to drive the team with the sleigh, so
we could play basketball. It wasn't until I got older and became active in the Qiurch that I
gave credit where credit belonged, for when I was crippled and other things. How I wished
that 1 had kept going to church and stayed close to the Lord. This reminds me of the song,
"Count Your Many Blessings, See What God Has Done." After I became old enough to go in
4-H, Granddad and Grandmother gave me a heifer calf which 1raised. From the time that the
cows gave milk, I had my own milk check and along with working at odd jobs, I supported
myself. From that calf I built a herd and bought one or two. I bought one from Frank Dana,
until the time I went in the service, 1had seven head of cows. I also sold eggs, weeded garden
and did odd jobs. I worked for Clarence Titensor to make a little money. After 1bought a car,
1charged gas at Clarence's store and had no idea how big the bill was. When I went to pay for
it, 1 didn't have enough money and had to work all my spare time for Clarence that summer
to pay for it, and I have been against charging every since. In the spring of 1939,1 rented my
Grandfather's farm and I think I was one of the first farmers in Star Valley to dry lot milk
cows. 1did very well on the farm that year, and my brother Cecil helped me. Granddad sold
the farm that winter, so I helped Dad and worked where 1could the summer of 1940. I first
started working for the Forest Service just on fires. Wlien a fire would break out, the Ranger
would come after Dad and I, and we would go on the fire regardless of what we were doing.
One time we were mowing hay and the Ranger came over. Dad told me to tie the team to the
fence and go, and I went with Ranger Markliam. We left the pickup at the Meadows and
walked up the trail to the fire. Tlie forest fire was south of Meadow Creek and it was August
1939. Forty five thousand acres burned. On the fire we had 800 men, 80 head of pack horses, 2
caterpillars and all the water pumps that could be found. 1think the fire was a lightning fire.
The forest service personnel on the fire were Ranger Markam and 6 other people. We worked
hard and a lot of hours, and we thought we had the fire under control, so the Ranger said,
"Let's go over by the big spring, those fire rations shouki taste good by now." We were
almost finished eating when there was a burst of fire that came from underground with a
bang. We had some wind and I am sure a horse could not have out run the fire. There was
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enough fire at that time that if someone had been on the other side of the fire, they could not
have got out. Wlien the fire burst out of the ground Ranger Markam said, "Do the best you
can, 1am going for help." 1 was the first lookout on Dead Man and 1 slept in a tent. There
were terrific thunder and lightning storms while 1 was there and it u-as quite lonesome. 1
wasn't able to stay too long because I had constant nose bleeds while tliere. This was around
1938. From there 1went to Deer Creek and worked. The next year they built the first lookout
building on Dead Man and they came for my pack horse to haul the glass up there for the
windows. 1 bouglit an old mountain horse. One day J was riding tlie horse looking for our
cattle to brijig them home before winter set in. 1was high up in the mountain and I could see
the cattle below quite a way off. 1 started to go where they were, when I found myself on a
kind of bad place. I didn't dare to ride the horse down, so 1 left the reins on the horn of the
saddle and started down the steep place. I looked back and my horse moved a little west of
where I started down, then he followed me down the steep place. They say animals are
dumb, but I think sometimes they are smarter than we tliink. My Granddad always said you
have to know more than the horse before you can teach them anything. Tiie year 1worked up
Greys River, when 1 left I couldn't go over the mountain as the snow was too deep. So, I went
to Alpine then up the river. Granddad tied my dog up for two days, and then turned him
loose. Two days later the dog showed up at Deer Creek
and was out in the field with my horse. While in High
School, I received a Union Pacific Scholarship to the
University of Wyoming, which 1 could not use, as 1
didn't have enough money to go to college. I dropped
out of high school twice, one time to buy a car, and
another time to work and pay foi' repairs to fix tlie car
after it had been wrecked. It took me five years to
graduate from high school, but 1did it 1really attended
about three and a half years in all. 1 worked to get
money to go to Chicago to Coyne Electrical and left the jt
Valley in December and drove back to Chicago. 1met a Jjjk
lot of friends at the school. After school, 1couldn't get a
job, so 1 came home in March. 1 left Chicago at noon
Friday and was home Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m.
While in Chicago 1 got a job working for an older lady
who ran a lunch counter called "The Greasy Spoo]i". I
wailed tables, helped cook, washed dishes and did
ajiything that needed to be done. I'm sure I didn't get paid much, but it helped. 1 never did
use the electrical part of my education outside of the automobile part. It did come in real
hajidy for me and I used it a lot for myself aju1 family. 1 used the knowledge 1 learned in
automobile electrical wiring. That fall, Charles Dana and 1 heard news that the government
was going to start a draft and we did not want that, so we left for Salt Lake to join the Marines.
The recruiter said that 1was too small for the Marines but the Army Air Force recruiter nearby
said, "We will take you." So we joined the Air Force, where 1 had steady employment for the
next five years. Starting pay $30.00 a month and food and clothing. Charlie Dana and 1signed
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up in the Army in Fort Douglas, Salt Lake City. VVc were in recruit camp at Fort Douglas in
Tent Cit)', because they didn't have room for us in the buildings they had. That was one cold
winter living in tents. We used to go up in the foothills and get wood to keep warm.
Towards spring, we were assigned to the 7th Bomb Group and moved into one of the barracks
upon the circle at Fort Douglas. Shortly after we were assigned to the squadron, we were
moved from Fort Douglas down to the Salt Lake Airport. But the transportation department
Charlie and 1 were assigned to stay at Fort Douglas. We lived in the upstairs of the 5th Air
Corps Building and operated the Transportation Department of cars and trucks out of Fort
Douglas to all the surrounding areas. 1worked as a tiuck driver, dispatcher, and when 1was
a dispatcher, we used to work for 24 hours straight and then was off for 24 hours. 1 used to
drive trucks down to Hill Air Force Base, which at that time had one hangar and one small
runway. We used to drive trucks loaded with cinders down to Wendover, Utah and build
roads out to the bombing areas for them to practice, so they could get the targets and stuff out
on the Wendover desert. We used to build roads across some of those dry lake beds with
cinders, so they could drive out there and put up targets for the bombers to use in practice.
We went on a recreational maneuver to Yellowstone Park. 1 believe we were up there two
weeks. A fellow we called "Tweetie" was killed on a motorcycle somewhere near Ashton,
Idaho while we were going by convoy to Yellowstone Park from Salt Lake City. I think while
we were up there, we were helping build the camps that they have in Yellowstone Park. In
Salt Lake City we were ti'eated very badly if they knew you were a soldier. We never went to
town in uniform. Back then, we could wear "civvies" to town if we wanted to. They had signs
in lots of places, "No Dogs or Soldiers Allowed." 1 think a lot of that was caused from the 38th
Infantr)^ that was at Fort Douglas before the 7th Bomb Group, and the Air Force moved in the
Salt Lake Area. When we left Salt Lake, there were hundreds of cars and people lined both
sides of the roads waving goodbye to us, and this was at 4:00 in the morning. Wehad proved
to Salt Lake the Sen'ice Personnel weren't as bad as they really thought we would be to start
with. The entire group as a whole was a great group and most of them had high moral
standards. When we got our orders to go out, they gave us a code to destination PLUMB and
of course nobody knew where PLUMB was. Everybody said, "We were going PLUMB to
hell". We were being shipped out for one year and that year turned out to be three years. War
was declared after we left the United States and headed for PLUMB. After we landed in

Australia and was unloading the ship, everything was marked Clark Air Force Base, which
was in the Philippines. That is w^hen we found ;
out where PLUMB was. We convoyed from Salt -| j lailnarr n ^
Lake to San Francisco, and went on to Angel
Island and there they lost my shot records, so 1 ^ W
had to take all the shots over again. I think it was
24 shots m one setting. We were there for
several days before we went back to the - - <•
mainland to load on ship. And when they got ready to move out from Angel Island, a
Sergeant came around and said, "You can't go with us Skimier", and I said, "U^iy can't I? He
said, "You've got to report to the hospital". 1watched them all leave and then 1went down to
the hospital and reported in, and found out that it was another Skinner that they already had
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in the hospital with spots on his lungs. So, they turned me loose and took me back to the
mainland on a special boat to catch the outfit to go with them. We leftSan Francisco and went
to Hawaii. The ship we were on wascalled The Republic. I never did get togooff theshipat
Hawaii as I was onKP. We left Hawaii and four days out war was declared. We tried to get
into Samoa and Pango Islands and several others before we got into Suva Fiji to get fuel ajid
water. As war had been declared, they were not sure whether we were friendly or not. We
had four troop ships and a little gun boat escorting us as we were out on the ocean. The
Japanese named every ship in our convoy and said they had sunk tliem. We dodged allover
the sea until we got to Fiji Island. Part ofour group made it to thePhilippines and was in on
the Death March. The night before we got into Australia it was just about dark when all at
once out on the horizon there was a big battleship turned broadside and there were several
more ships coming into sight and they turned broadside to us and we thought we had run
into the Japs and the little tug went out and they signaled back and forth for some time and
we found out they were friendly ships and were from the Australian Navy. We landed in
Brisbane, Australia on tlie 23of December. They had tents set up for us out in the middle of a
race track. Each morning at daylight they were out training tlieir horses. Tliere we stayed
and unloaded all our trucks and equipment. Here, we worked in Brisbane six weeks, mostly
unloading ships, servicing cars, trucks and jeeps, and haulingP-40 airplanes to Amberly Field.
We assembled them and they were loaded on an aircraft tender to go into Java. They kept
calling for gunners on dive bombers and each time about four of us volunteered. About the
third timewe volunteered the First Sergeant told us not to step out of line again or we would
be sorry, that our job was to take care of the trucks. While we were at Brisbane, Australia, we
had an air raid alarm and we were all rounded up and put on guns with ammunition boxes
and stuff all around and we sat on these ammunition boxes and manned the guns for threeor
four hours, before we found out there wasn't any ammunition in the boxes. We didn't even
have any ammimition. Most all of the bombs that we had aboard ship were practice bombs
and weren't any good for wartime. On Christmas Eve they gave us a pass to go to town.
Some of us were invited to homes for dinner. From Brisbane we went to Fremantle, Perth and
on to Colombo, Ceylon. Two of our outfits, the Hth and 22nd Squadrons were lost at Broome,
Australia. We were never together again. We found out later, a lot of them were killed. The
convoy leaving Australia consisted of the USS Holbrook, an Australian coal burner, and an
Aircraft Tender loaded with P-40 airplanes and one cruiser. After we were out on the ocean,
the cruiser was called into the Coral Sea battle and later we found out the Aircraft Tender had
been sunk. We pulled out of Colombo, Ceylon, cuid four days later the Japs bombed
Colombo. We landed at Karachi, India, on the 12th of March. Our mail and first Christmas
mail came in June 1942. The candy that had been mailed was a mess. From then on mail call
was very important to all of us. We spent about nine months at Karachi, India. Wlien we first
got there, we moved into hangar that had been built for a dirigible. It w^as an awfully large
building. After we got tentsand stuffset up to stay m, we turned the dirigible hangar into an
Air Force supply and an assembly line for P-40 airplanes. Also we worked on all other kinds
of bombers, B-24's and B-17's, anytliing that came along. The building was big enough that
we could have all these things in it. They had quite a lot of cattle in India, and all the white
cattle were sacred cattle. They roamed in cuid out of the stores and other buildings. They
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went anyplace anytime they wanted to go. Nobody molested them or did anything about
keeping them out of places as they were sacred. Tliey weren't good bred cattle like we have
here in the United States. They had water buffalo that they used for plowing up the rice
paddies, doing what farming they knew how to do. We saw a few elephants that were used
for some of the heavy work. They were trained, but most of their work was done by water
buffalo. We had mosquito nets that came down over the beds; in fact, they hung to the floor,
to keep the mosquitoes from eating you up at night. There were lots of snakes in India. We
did not see very many wild cobras, but we saw lots of cobras that the natives had tiained. We
did see pythons and there was a little snake called a Crite, a lot like our water snakes, but it
was more deadly poison than the cobra. They told us if we ever got bit by one, we were not
even supposed to move a muscle. The venom would penetiate the blood stream so fast it
would kill you before anything could be done for you, unless you stayed right quiet. One
time, a large snake was seen, so a lot of us made a large circle around the snake and tried to
shoot the snake. After a lot of shooting, we finally hit the snake, but as luck would have it, we
didn't kill any of the men. The natives could not tell us what kind of snake it was, or
wouldn't. It was about 14 feet long and about three inches in diameter. Wlien we were in the
tropics, we had all kinds of fruit, bananas and pineapple, anything they grew in the tropical
area. We ate a lot of fruit. When I first got to India, I was in transportation, and then later
after we had been there for a while, they moved us onto the line where we worked on B17
airplanes. A lot of us learned to work on airplanes by actual doing. We did not get to go to
school or anything like that. We were taught by some of the mechanics that had been to
school. We did some bombing from Karachi, then, we moved across India up to a place called
Pandaves war. We all called it Panda for short. We went on the train from Karachi to New

Delhi, (on the 3rd of Dec. 1942) as there were no roads to Delhi at that time. And then drove
the truck to Panda. We arrived in Panda on the 16th of Dec., which was a long time eating
dust and dirt. It was very hot and dust>' and we had to have the windows opened and the
dust was everywhere. When we would stop, we would all gather around the water truck and
wash. All you could see was a person's eyes as they were covered with dust and dirt. We
spent a lot of time there at Panda bombing as far as Rangoon, Burma and over all the Islands
that we could reach, as well as Burma itself. During the monsoon season, we would fly
gasoline to the advanced fighter bases in China and would leave as much gas as we could
leave there and the bombers still get back. We had gas tanks that we would load into the
bomb bay areas, four of them, tv\'o on each side and those were filled with gasoline and left in
China. Each morning about 10:00 a.m. the sand would blow so hard you couldn't see. While
in Karachi all the planes that we had that would fly were taken to Tel Aviv where they joined
a group of England Air Force and Americans and they bombed the Poland Oil Fields and then
came back to India. The monsoon season over there is the rainy time of the year, and it
seemed like you could almost set your clock by the rain. At ten o'clock in the morning it
would start raining, and would rain for at least fifteen or twenty hours a day. Everyone was
wading in water up to their ankles and even deeper in some places, and so it was ver)' wet
and mucky. You never put on dry clothes. They were always wet when you put them on.
You would take them off and wash them, and they would never dr}'. We had an awful time
keeping our guns and equipment fi*om rusting during that time of the year. We had to clean
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them every day. Sometimes when we ate our meals outside^ the coffee cups would never be
empty. It would have to be thrown out. Sometimes, during tiiis season, we would move up
to the advanced bases and work on airplanes for the transport people that were flying the
Hump with transports taking supplies into China. The Hump, "Himalayas", is the mountains
between India and China. Then we moved up to one air base where we were flying gasoline
into China. Emeiy Barrus, vetej an transport pilot, taught our pilots how to fly the Hump. He
was m the 7th Bomb Group, in Salt Lake when we left and was in pilot training school. We
spent a lot of time in these bombing missions and our airplanes flew the longest missions ever
tlown by a B-24 or any other airplane until the B-52's came. They were a larger ship and
carried more fuel, so they could go further. When we went up to tlie advanced bases, we
would always return back to Panda to our home base and bomb again, after the monsoon
season was over. Wliile we were at Paiida, we built airplane runways. We also built

came in, and the first thing he'saili was, "\Vlio's ii^i diarge
around here?" The dentist said, "I am." The General said,

"Well, you don't look like an officer". He said, "1 don't feel ^
like one either". Tlie General went around and wiped his
finger all over the place where the dust and sand was. He
commented on how dirty the place was, and all the dentist
would say was, "It saves on grinding compound". We had
opportunity to go into Calcutta several times. It was
supposed to be one of the major cities in India, and I ^ ^ <1. U
couldn't see one thing about Calcutta that I liked. We
didn't stay there very long. We were not far from Calcutta
and could drive there and back inoneday in a truck. Come ^ '•
to think of it, 1 couldn't see anything about India that I liked. While we were in Panda, 1
contracted malaria and was in the hospital for awliile. But I wasn't near as sick as most of the
boys. They let me out of tlie hospital before I was supposed to get out, because they had too
many people there with malaria. Tliey gave me my medicine and let me go back to the outfit.
I was brought back to my bed, while 1 was in the hospital, twice, with a nurse hanging on to
my ear; once when I went into the restroom, and another time when I went to a show. When 1
left the hospital I weighed one hundred pounds. I think that was in the latter part of 1943.
We made one trip into the Himalaya Mountains to a rest camp for two weeks. The Himalayas
were very pretty, a lot like our own mountains here. We had a good time while we were
there. The temperature at PaJida would get over 100 degrees in the shade, and of course there
wasn't any shade to speak of. It was so hot there thai when we \A'orked inside of an airplane
nose, you could only work for five minutes at a time. You either came out when your five
minutes was up, or they drug you out, and someone else would go iii to work. This we didn't
do only wlien it was very necessary. We would wait until it cooled off at night, and then do
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the work if we could wait that long. It was very hot. The tropic area was hot, but it was wet,
and that made a lot of difference. It was at Panda after I had become assistant crew chief on
an airplane, and the first time that I ever sent outanairplane without having a crew chief with
me; the plane took off and something went wrong, and itcame back in foi- a landing. Wlien it
came back in, the nose wheel collapsed and the plane wrecked, and was in three or four
pieces. By the time it got through, it was a sorry looking mess, but it didn't bum. Most of the
planes that crashed burned. We were never sure just what the problem was. 1think they came
backbecauseof engine failure. Wehad a lot of engine failure because of sand, and the climate
we had over there towork with. That iswhy we went toB-24's instead ofB-17's; you couldn't
keep engines on them. The B-24's were built different and they would fly a lot of hours, but
every so often you would have one with engine failure. We had a lot of airplanes that were
shot up real bad, a lot of people that were killed on the airplanes, a lot of them that were shot
down. In fact. Major Werner was shot down over Rangoon. We had other airplanes that
disintegrated right in the air, and nobody knew whetherany of thecrew would come out of it
or not. It seems like war wasa pretty sad sihaation regardless ofwhatjob you had to do in it.
1didn't fly in the planes very much. Once in awhile we would fly with the engineer ona test
hop, and once in awhile we would move from one base toanother onairplanes. I didn't care
very much for flying. In Panda, we had a little Indian boy that did our cleaning in the place
where we lived. He washed our clothes, shined our shoes. It didn't seem like we paid him
ver>' much, butapparently, we paid him a lot more than hecould earn anyplace else. The one
boy we had for the longest period of time was a Gurkha Indian. We didn't have much to do
with the Indians. They were around everywhere, and we seen them every day. Very few
English people were there in the localities that we were stationed at; very few white people
other than our ovvti outfit. At one time the Americans owned the one end ofthe runway and
the Japanese were on the other end. In spite ofthis ourplanes were able to fly, but were shot
at by the Japanese.
In India we were at Karachi, Delhi, Agra, Cawnpore, Allahabad, Gaya, Pandaveswar, Tezpur,
back to Panda, up to Tezgon and Bombay. Then we went from Bombay to Melbourne and
Brisbane, Australia. In the fall of 1944 we got orders to come home and we arrived in Los
Angeles about the part ofDecember. On the way home from India we had picked upsome
Chinese. They washed in the toilets. Acouple of them came up missing. We also picked up
more troops in the Aleutians and went through a pretty bad storm there. (Before we got to
Australia, we stopped at the Gilbert Islands and others where we picked up other troops and
then on to Los Angeles, California). We went on a tiain to Salt Lake City to Fort Douglas and
then we got a 30 day furlough to come home and we met Delsa at Aunt Leone's and came
home to Montpelier on the bus. Wendell not only let us take his car, but filled it with gas.
When Charlie and I were home, the communities had a lot of parties for us. Bedford was the
first and when wewalked into theWard Hall everyone was sitting onchairs around the walls.
We turned around and went back out and had to get our nerve back up before we could go
back in. They asked us to talk a little about where we had been and what we had been doing.
But the Army had told us not to give any of this information. After being together ever)' day,
Delsa and I became engaged before 1left to go back to Los Angeles. Icame home on a delay in
route for 19 days ajid then to Santa Anna, California Air Base for rehabilitation, and then was
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assigned to Williams Field, Arizona, and then to Hammer Field, California. 1was the first one
to be discharged from Hammer Field on the point system. After we came back to the United
States, that was the first time Charlie and I were separated from the time we enlisted.
Grandma and I were married in March 26th, 1945. 1 was discharged from the service in June
1945 and returned to Thayne and went into the service station in June, and that is another
history in itself. I was asked to stay overnight with the scouts at Little Lemhi. The next
morning for breakfast the boys helped me get things ready and 1 told them 1 would cook
while they were eating. They ate all the syrup and 1didn't think there was going to be any hot
cakes left. One of the officials came and he cuid 1had hot cakes, but we had to eat jam that had
been brought from home on them. 1really enjoyed it and had fun with the kids.

Temple Experience

It was in the middle of tlie day at the Idaho Falls Temple and I (Leland Skinner) was the
veil supervisor. I was calling up the men to the veil, and I looked over the room to check how
to work tlie veil so the brothers and sisters would come out quite even going through the veil.
As 1looked 1noticed a beautiful sister sitting on the 3rd row of the sister's side in the middle of
the room alone. All the seats in front of her were empt}' and about four rows behind her were
empty. I wondered why this sister had not been called to the veil. 1looked at her quite a few
times and was ready to go ask why she had not been called up to the veil, when something
happened at the veil and I went to take care of the problem. When I looked around the sister
was gone, so I never thought much about it. Wlien everyone was called to the veil, Jane
Infanger, who was presenting at the veil, told my wife, Delsa Skinner, who was calling the
sisters to the veil, to tell me not to put the veil down as there was a sister who had not gone
through the veil. Delsa asked her if she would know the sister again and she said she would.
She was told she wouldn't find her but to go look to see if she was in the temple. She enlisted
the aid of Jetta Briggs and they looked all over the temple but could not find her. They went to
the recorder's office and asked if they could tell if one of the proxy names had not been taken
through the veil. He said they would know by the next Tuesday.
Later we found that Jetta Briggs was presenting a sister at tlie veil and when she came to the
veil she seemed fine but had so much trouble at the veil, Jetta had to help support the sister.
This was about the same time that 1 saw the sister sitting alone and when the sister having
trouble got through tlie veil then I did not see the one in the middle of the room any more. We
felt sure that tlie sister we saw was the one whose name was being taken tlirough the veil.
Although there were about 25ordinance workers in the room, Jane and I was the only one who
saw the lady. As Jane told my wife tlie description of the sister she saw, it was the same
description that 1gave of her. We felt that she was waiting for her work to be completed and
when it was she left. After I had my legs hurt when the jack that was holding up a tiuck let go
and smashed my upper legs, and Dr. Worthen told me at the time I would probably end up
my life in a wheelchair. Many times as I had spent a full day, or more, at the service station
and I was walking home my legs hurt so bad that 1was afraid 1wouldn't make it and 1would
have to stop before going on. I feel that I have truly been blessed to be able to do the things I
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do and have no more problems than I do. {Nov. 14, 2000 - told to Laurel girls and their
leaders.)

DELSA DANA SKINNER

In a little valley nestled in the Rocky Mountains called Star Valley, a black headed daughter
was born to Leila and Frank Dana just before midnight with a brother following just after
midnight. Feeling that the clock might have been off a few minutes, it was decided to call the
birth date the same for both, August 10,1923.
Three brothers, Howard, Cecil and Charlie, welcomed the arrival of the babies. One brother

died at the age of nine months. The arrival of a daughter was a welcome addition to the Dana
family, and Dad took over the care of the girl, with her cradle on his side of the bed and later
feeding lier. \Vlien Uncle Gilbert Ivie first sav\' the tAvo babies, his remarks were, "The little
papooses".
1 seemed to be the liealthier of tlie

tu^o, but pneumonia at the age of nine i

problems that were to persist through
life and accidents seemed to beset the

other twin. Dale. Wlien remarks were

made that they had to take a boy to ^
get a girl, bothered Dale and he told \

was wanted. (What we do to our
children with remarks that we make

that we do not mean the way they are wK^StKUkr.' mttlK/KtKK/Km
taken.)
1 used to like to play paper dolls, usuallj' cut out of the catalog. 1remember stringmg popcorn
at school to make garlands and also to make garlands out of construction paper circles for the
Christmas tree and to hang from comer to corner in the school room. 1 vaguely remember
basket lunches and school dances and the boy that got your basket ate with you. 1 loved to
swing in the homemade swings. We used to have fun in the hayloft playing "BunkerHill" and
knocking the others down from the top of the hay.
Grandmother Howard wanted Mother to name us James and Jane after the tu'o grandparents,
but the names chosen were Dale and Delsa. 1 was named after a cousin of Mother's, Delsa
Grant. 1 did not like my name until 1was iji Business College and the following came out in
the school paper. "Why my name isn't as cute as Delsa Dana's?"
Wlien Dale and 1started to talking, we called each other "Tissieand Babas", wliich meant sister
ajtd brother. Mother said that 1had to be entertained while Dalecould keep himselfbusy with
a stick of wood or spool.
If Mother would burn grease, I would run to my bed and cover my head. The summer 1
became six, 1 was taken to Ogden to Dr. Dumke and he diagnosed my condition as asthma.
They decided to remove my tonsils in hopes that it would help the asthmatic condition. While
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in the ward of the hospital waiting to have my tonsils out and afterwards, 1cried for Dad, and
the women tliought Motlier was an awful Mother, so my Mother thought. While there, aunt
Rilla made me a polka dot dress that I remember, and 1liave loved polka dot material since
then.

Another early memory was going to Mother's home at Woods Cross, Utali, and playing
around an artesian well. From then on, trips outside of the valley were veiy few and far
betv\'een.

1liked to stay with Gladys and Roy Dana when Roy worked at the Thayne Mutual Creamer)',
about a quarter of a mile from town, and also when he worked at the Etna creamery and lived
in Etna. At Etiia, I became a friend of Elwin Herrick when 1wasabout six. Dad wouldgiveme
some pennies, and we would buy candy, which at that tinie was a sack of hardtack. Between
Gladys and Grandma Howard, they taught me to prav, and prayer was always an importantpart of my life. One Hme when ^1 wa^

Mother left me at Raixiolph, Utah with
Gladysand Roy while theywent on toSaltLake. Here, 1saw my first motion picture. The Sign
of TlieCross". How impressed1was, and a mental picture remained in my memory; especially
the soldiers and Christ hanging on the cross.
My first home was on Muddy Shing where Howard and Fonda built their home. This was
also the scene of my birth. This picture was taken just before the building was torn down.
Wlien 1 was about eight, we moved to the John Heinmert Ranch, east of Leo Pendleton's. At
botli homes, we had the house catch fire which left me with nightmares of our house being on
fire. At the Muddy String liome Mother was starting the fire in the small kitchen and had used
something like kerosene to start the fire and flames leaped in the air. They got the fire under
conti'ol quite quickly. When we moved into the Hemmert home, someone liad stuffed the
chimney with rags and put the stove pipe cover over it in the dining room. We had a day bed
underneath and the folks had gone away and we were home with Roy Dana. Wlien the flames
caught the rags on fire, the cover and burning rags fell on to the day bed and had started the
wainscoting on the walls on fire. We kept the door closed most of the time and 1happened to
go in that room and saw the flames and 1 panicked and started crying and screaming. Roy
grabbed me and sliook me before he could get me to stop. From then on 1 had nightmares of
the house being on fire. Before LelcUid found out 1was having nightmares, he would jump out
of bed and ruji to see where the fire was. Finally, he put his arm across me and held me down,
which eventually ended the terrible dreams.
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Tliere were no close girl friends living by us, so 1either played with Dale or myself. 1 loved to
catch June Bugs and play in the stocks of grain in the fall. We enjoyed playing King of Bunker
Hill in the hay loft. Hide and see. Red Rover, Relievo, Run Sheep Run, Kick the Caji, and Anti-
I-O'er, were favorite games until ajid after we were teen age kids. Then the games were
played around a bon fire with usually a chicken supper following. Tlie chickens were got by
W/ggEZiZ mF: rather unethical means. Sometimes, the owners of the chickens

I were also invited to the "chickarees". One time, a group of us
j-' swiped Howard's chickens and then awakened them to cook the

• Lr- chickens. I'm sure he knew all the time where the chickens came
from. Dale and 1would pack u'ood in, ajid in the winter time, we

—• c;,'—would make snow caves and make angels in the snow by laying

— i " T-"; on our backs and raising our arms from our sides to the top.
j '• Mud pies were made quite frequently and hop scotch, jump rope
t «nS marbles were a favorite pastime. 1never could go barefoot,

SEHH ^ wading. I also liked to walk on stilts. One
•HtflffS i\ imMK Rariiona got abig piece of wood stuck in her arm from astilt

we made from rough wood. 1 used to love picking wild flowers
and sego lilies on Hemmert's hill, climbing trees, swinging,

r..JELr«3BStA playing jacks and looking in bird's nests, which brought a
spanking from Dad one time. 1looked in a robin's nest and she flew at my head. 1picked up a
rock to fi'ighten her away and accidentally killed her. Dad liked birds and thought we should
leave them alone. 1 loved the feel of water on my feet while wading, but could never go
barefoot. V\Tien we were small, we used to go to our aunts and uncles homes for the different
holidays. One Neu' Years we were on our way to Ivie's at Etna and saw the home of Olive and
Henry Heap on fire. Another dreaded memory added to my horror of fire. I used to like to
stay at Aunt Geneva and Uncle Gilbert's. He used to call me Little Mugsy, Wanda was Mugsy,
and Maxijie Jensen Big Mugsy. One time, the folks left me there while they went to Utah, and 1
was so homesick 1was ill. Wlien Dad and Mother came, 1was alright. Monday was the day
that the washing was done. We had a wash house by the side of our home and the fire was
started in tlie wood stove early and a boiler of water was put on to heat. The whites were
usually boiled to get them clean and keep them white. There were two rinse waters, one with
blueing and one without. How fortunate vs'e felt to have all the mess in a separate building. In
the winter when we hung the clothes out and had to bring them in while still fi'oze and we
would hang them over the furniture to dry and sometimes there would be water underneath
as they dried. They would look like ghost figures all sti^etched out. One summer, 1 had the
project in Home Economics to do the washing. The teacher came occasionally to check on me.
Sue Painter. I also did some canning and remember the bottled strawberries she helped ine
can. Also a project was keeping our fi'ont rooms dusted and clean.
Tuesdays we ironed. The irons were heated on the kitchen stove and Mother had an iron
holder that would release the iron when you didn't want it released. One time, it kept
releasing, and Mother ran for the front porch with it. It released the iron on the head of a
chicken and Mother had to kill it. 1 remember to this day how it bothered her. Mother was

A Branch of The Skinner Family Tree Page 63



Chapter 11
John & Jane Skinner Family

Joseph Alma & Catherine Maryetta Skinner
Edward, Hazel & Jane Skinner
Leland Skinner & Delsa Dana

very upset. The clothes were dampened and placed ina bushel basket, and there were always
too many shirts to be ironed.
Cooking was done on a wood stove and in that oven ten loaves of bread were cooked nearly
ever)' day. How we looked forward to huriying home from school to that deliciousbread and
a kettle of soup. Oil clotli covered tlie kitchen table. There always seemed to be cui awfully
large batch of dishes to bewashed. Dad let you know in a hurry if they were not clean. (For
instance a fork or knife might fly over your head if it wasn't clean.) Water was either hauled on
a sleigh from out in the field or by bucketfuls. How happy we were to have a well drilled by
tlie sideof the house. Mother was usually the onewho packed most of the water. ] packed a
very little. A reservoir wason the sideof thestove and it wasalways kept full ofwater. Much
water was needed to keep the family's needs supplied.
Saturdays meant that you were down on your knees scrubbing the kitchen floor, which was a
big floor, but never as big as when you werecleaning it. We were proud of our front rooms,
but they were never used that much. The kitchen was the busiest and favorite room of the
house. We had four bedrooms upstairs, one bedroom downstairs, tu'o front rooms, (one time
one was used as a bedroom when bothGrandmothers were there), a kitchen and pantry. The
chimney went through the middleof the upstairs, and many times, I have put my arms around
the chimney to get warm. Many timesI wrapped a flat iron in rags and took it to bed with me.
Thestairshad one step thatwas uneven from theothers. Ifwe hurried too fast, we usually fell
the restof the way when we hit tliatstep. How well 1remember falling down thestairs.
Bathroom facilities were found in the little house east of the main house witli the Sears and
Roebuck Catalog conveniently placed inside. It was a two-holer, one smaller than the other.
Onetime, I ran for theouthouse and jerked openthedoor to find Cecil's boyfriend sitting there.
I'm not sure which of us was the most embarrassed, probably me. The galvanized tub was
filled with steaming water Saturday night and we took turns havmg a batli (same water). 1
backed up to the pot bellied stove at our Muddy String home and burned the stove's initials on
my backside.
A wash basin and bucket of water, with a tin dipper inside, stood on a stand by the door for
drii"iking waterand to wash our hands. One time, Cecil and Howard began scuffling and they
knocked the water over and the kitchen door off the hinges. Never a dull moment!
Kerosene ajid gas lights were used to drive the darkest shadows in the background. We
thought we had good lights until electricity was turned on. Our home had been wired for
electricit}' when 1was in HighSchool, and Mother wascooking supper, when the lights came
on. We were all startled by the bright light, especially Mother. From then on, it was a treat to
read in our bedrooms at night.
I wanted to leam to milk, but Dad said no. I wouldn't have made too good a farmer anyway
with my allergies. I didn't do anything on the ranch, except herd cows. I wasn't very brave
when a cow looked my way, and once when I was to keep the cows in the bam at the Mark's
place, as therewere no doors, a cow started toward the door, and I ran letting thecows out. I
would much rather go with them and pick the beautiful wild flowers; larkspur, chicken heads.
May flowers, buttercups, and others, which I loved to do. I was not much better when it came
to gathering eggs, especially when I would get pecked while getting the eggs from under the
sitting hens.
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Wlien living on Muddy String, Dad and Uncle Roy were going to Uncle Gilbert's and I wanted
to go. Dad said I could not go. Uncle Roy told me to hide in the back of the car, and then when
we were out on the flats, (the other side of Virl Hebdons) to jump up and say boo. Well, I did,
and it was lucky for me that Uncle Roy was there. VVlien we got to Uncle Gilberts, he told me if
I caught a butterfly, he would give me a buck. 1 ran my legs off and found out he meant a
sheep, not a dollar. The car we had at that time had ising-glass windows. Dad always loved a
nice car and had a brand new Chr)'sler when he died.
Uncle Roy and Aunt Carrie had an old gramophone that I loved to play and listen to. It was
special to go there so I could play the music. 1 am sure that I also liked the spiritual
environment also.

Grandma Howard, Mother's mother, lived in our home in her last years and she was such an
inspirational and good lady. Wlien she was sad, she sang. I loved to hear her tell Indian
stories. When she was a young girl the Indians came to their home and she gathered all her
younger brothers and sisters behind her skirts, The Indian said, "Heap Brave Squaw". She was
a religious, patient, special lady. It was so terribly hard when the time came that she had to
give up her home and come and live with us. 1now understand more fully what that meant to
her.

Grandma Dana, Father's mother, also lived in our house for a time. She had favorites in her

own family and also her grandchildren. I was not a favorite. I remember her having oranges
and grapefruit, and they were so rare a treat to me as we usually got them only for Christmas;
she would give the others a piece of orange and didn't give me any. When I was about
thirteen. Dad and mother brought me a "Tangee" makeup kit from Utali. The only nice mirror
was in her bedroom and I was in there tiying on tlie lipstick. She said, "Nothing will improve
your looks". 1went to see her at Aunt Lucy's shortly before her death and asked her how she
felt. She answered, "With my fingers, of course." Wlien Dale and I were small and wrestled, I
usually would win as I was the biggest (for awhile) and she would say, "1 hope I live to see the
day he trounces her." She too was a good lady and Dad was one of her favorites, as were
most of the boys in the family.
A treat growing up was homemade ice cream. Usually on the 4th of July we had homemade
ice cream. In the spring Dad would go to Salt River and they would cut large squares of ice
and bring it home and cover it with sawdust and we would have ice for the icebox and to make
ice cream. We didn't have ice cream only a couple of times a year.
Mrs. Maude G. Mallow, a retired teacher and county school superintendent, and a friend of
Mothers, lived above us by the East Mountains. Her home was a fairyland to me. I loved to
read and she had many books and pictures to trace which held a special fascination for me.
She would comeeuid get me to come and play with her granddaughter, Rae Robertson ofOpal,
Wyo. She was younger than I, but we had a lot of fun, swinging in the hammock and walking
up the mountain. Special sandwiches of tomatoes and cucumber are still a special delicacy.
Mrs. Mallow took me to Opal when I was nine and I came home so homesick. How great it
was to see the mountains. As I grew older, I would help Mrs. Mallow with her cleaningand
hurry so I could read before going home 1stayed all night with her once or twice, even the little
"outhouse" held a magic spell with choice magazines and books stacked there. She had a
garden in back with gooseberries and special items that appealed to me.
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Charlie had pigeons which I loved to watch. One winter, Charlie made a parachute and got
out on the smokehouse ajid jumped off, all he did was bur)' himself in the snow. He used to
make ski jumps and would get me behind a horse on skis to see if the jump was good. One
time, all that was visibleof me was my legs and skies.
Charlie saved money and bought a new bicycle and threatened our lives if we touched it. I
kept tiying to learn to ride it when he was gone. One tin^e I was going real good and then 1
came to the corner (by Pendletons) and could not stop nor turn. I crashed in the barrow pit. I
was all scratched up and so was the bikeand Charliewas angry.
I went for a ride with Howard up to the Mark's place in his car and he was going quite fast
when I leaned on the door and it opened. He caught me by the edge of my dress and held on
until he got the car stopped. Another tinie, he took me to Dr. Elise Roberts with the toothache
and I jumped out of the car before it stopped. She treated me for scrapes and cuts as well as the
toothache that time. She was the one who brought Dale and I into this world and also treated
me when 1had pneumonia.
I had a lot of toothache and remember heating cloths on the chimney of the kerosene lights
until warm enough to hold on my face, also using lots of cloves and lemon extract. A few
nights, 1heated cloths for Cecil to put on his aching ears.
Awkward was the only way to describe me. 1kept my ankles and shins skinned up, and then 1
would have school sores or impetigo. Every time I went swimming at Auburn or Alpine, 1
wound up with sores. I never learned to swim, but could always float and 1used to jump off
the diving board and float up to the shallow end. After I was married, and the older children
were taking swimming lessons at Auburn, I did too for awhile, but didn't stay with it long
enough to accomplish what I wanted.
Mother had me take dancing lessons, tap, ballet and acrobatics under Betty Larsen. How
proud I was when I was the first to do the backbend. I really worked hard to do this, tying a
rope between two objects and going over backward until I mastered it. One time I was trying
to stand on my head, and Dad said he could. We all laughed and over he went and stood on
his head.

I belonged to a 4-H club, which meant walking many times to town from the ranch, three
miles. Sometimes I would ride a horse, or if I could persuade Charlie, his bicycle. Blanche
Heap, Luetta Hemmert and lone Nelson were my leaders that 1remember. A highlight for me
was camp at Tin Cup and Grover Park. 1still remember Ranger Draney showing us how to tell
the age of a tree. I learned to embroider and what they call now hardanger (probably
misspelled) and have always loved to do handwork. 1 won first prize on baking bread and 1
had to send bread to the state fair. I had to set up most of the iiight to get the bread baked and
it about spoiled making bread for me.
When Dale and I were nine years old, we were baptized in Salt River below Uncle Gilbert's
place by Uncle Roy August 14,1932 and confirmed Sep. 25,1932, by Harold Humpherys. We
were picnicking with the 3 families and as 1 look back now, I am sure Uncle Roy pushed that
through. How thaiikful 1 am whatever happened. 1 do not remember being taught the
importance of baptism and it makes me feel sad. I'm sure we were taught about it in Prunary,
but why was it not more important to me?
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1remembered Primary being held at the school house, but do not remember any teachers other
than Evva and Nina Hokanson. Sunday school was good when I could go, and my favorite
Sunday school teacher when I was in High School was Orlan Van Leuven. I attended Mutual
vev}' little. Charlie took me once and then he went to Afton. Everyone left the church but me,
and 1sat on the steps until he came. I was terrified of the dark, and it seemed like an etemit)'
before he drove up. Then he threatened me if1told the folks. Needless to say, I lostall interest
in MIA. Wlien I was a senior, I attended MIA in Afton almost more than I did at home, while 1
was staying with Maxine and Johnny Jensen. I had an appendectomy and then later had
pneumonia. The doctor said 1 better stay in Afton for awhile and go to school. As the folks
were not active, (Mother went occasionally) we sometimes walked down to Uncle Roy's or
Howard's and went with them to church. One time, Ramona and I u'ere walking home from
church and she turned her ankle. We had a time getting home.
I was asked to be assistant Sunday school secretary with Lora Wakeman when 1was a senior in
high school. I loved seminary and have felt bad that it never seemed to be of importance to
any of our children. My freshman year 1was chosen Thayne's Harvest Ball attendant. At that
time each ticket sold liad a vote for the girl of their choice. I came ver)' close to being the
queen, but my Dad did not buy a lot of tickets, like some of the others. He did buy some. My
junior year, the graduating class in seminar}^ went to Logan where we were baptized for the
dead at the Temple. I was impressed from the time they asked us to take our shoes off, and so
impressed by the lovely brides room. I felt the Spirit so strong.
Being extremely shy and selfconscious, I always felt inferior to theotheryoung people. In the
first grade, one of the girls had a birthday party and invited everj^one but me. Like a dumb
kid, I stood and looked through the fence until her mother saw me. The party was nearly over
then. WTien 1went to church, the girls would pull my hairor pinch me. In the5th gi-ade, tlie
teacher left the class room and went to town. Somegirlswere sitting in the window and Loma
Broadbent and 1were in desks by the window. Some kids slipped up quietly and pushed tlie
girls out in the snow. When they came in, they walked over and slapped us in the face. The
years of being knocked down took over, and I guess I went a little wild. Wewound up with a
group fight and kids taking sides when the teacher returned and saw the commotion, and we
were in trouble. We had to write "I will behave myself when the teacher leaves tlie room" one
thousand times. Charlie helped me write it. After that episode, the girls didn't pick on me
again.
My first teacher was Leah Taysom, then Beatrice Murray. I would hurr>' and get through my
assignments before the others and then have nothing to do. One day, this made Mrs. Murray
angry (along with probably other things) and she slapped me. I opened my mouth and let out
a yell that brought Cecil, Wilda and Reberta Miller in the room. Tliey told her offand Dad told
Cecil he had to apologize to her, but doubt if he everdid. School came easy for me, especially
reading and spelling, but they let me slide by in math. Alta KennuigtonHaderlie, Bessie Hale
Merritt and Ernest Larsen are also grade school teachers 1 remember. Bessie got married
during the school year and we had a shower for her.
When I was very small, I remember reciting Raggedy Ann at a school program in the old ward
hall. The only words I rememberare, "I have a pain in my little insides, that's what's the matter
withme". We used to do a lotof memorizing and reciting poems in school. Another part ofa
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poem 1remember is, "Come little leaves said the wind one day; Come over the meadows uith
me and play, Put on your dresses of red and gold. Summer is gone aiid the days grow cold."
My seventh year, I won the Lower Valley spelling contest and went to Afton where I was
among the top in the valley. The next year, I was to go to Afton and 1got measles and didn't
make it. Tlie one year we had only one book, aiid we took turns taking tlie spelling book
home. As I was sick when it was my turn, I lost out. LaMar Haderlie didn't feel that was right
and he took the book and as the school bus was leaving tossed it in to me. My conscience
bothered me so much that 1couldn't open the book, and my brothers teased me, and I swore at
them and got a good spanking, even though I was pretty big.
1went to school in a sleigh or wagon usually filled witli hay, which gave me asthma, and there
was a stove in tlie middle to keep us warm, but we still froze. Dad was veiy unhappy about
them hauling hay and the way it affected me. We used to wear long legged underwear and
long tan stockings, always bunched and wrinkled. I remember going to school wet and
hugging the heat registers to keep warm. Thomas Perkins, Lavern Hebdon and Uncle Roy
were some bus drivers I remember.

In the spring of the year, we would leave early and take our sleighs and walk through the
fields and coast before going to school. We packed a lunch to school until I was about in the
fifth grade, and then tlie lunch program went into effect. I thoroughly enjoyed lunches.
Tlie snow usually always covered the fence tops and in the spring of the year, I remember
going to town right over the fences with the team and sleigh. One year Dad had to cut off the
liinbs of our trees along the path, because of so much snow.
I was always proud to be able to read fast and a book that 1 loved was "LilacTime". Tliis book
was read over and over until I think I almost became the heroine in the stoiy. It was a story of
World War 1in France. I also loved the books of Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm. The book Lilac
Time was burned along with my scrapbooks and other papers by an in-law. 1 felt bad about
the book all my life. After 1had visited Bart and Thom in Georgia and had told Thom about
the book; he brought me a nicely wrapped present and when I opened it, it was Lilac Time. I
had to sit down and read it and it was as good as 1 remembered. I was thankful for the
thoughtfulness of Tliom.
Each year I missed many days of school with asthma. I got to the point where I hated to say
what I had, ahnost as though 1 was ashamed of it. You did not hear many people that had
asthma then. To me it was a dreaded disease.

Going to high school was something I dreaded with all my being and everything about it
worried me; meeting new kids, lockers and combinations (to this day I dream of being in
school and I can't remember the combination to the lockers), just school and everything in
general. Wouldn't you know that the first day of school, 1had a big cold sore on my nose and I
left for school in tears. I probably went through the four years much the same and they were
not the liappiest years for me.
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Worthen, ai^ i
spent two days in the jiospital over the post office building. Ada Aullman was one of Dr.
Worthen's nurses and she has never forgotten tliat incident to this day, reminding me of
bananas in food.

My teachers said that I was a good student with the exception of missing so many days of
school that it kept my grades down. 1remembercoughing uiitil I would liave to leaveclass.
Tlie high school years were not too eventful, but Ienjoyed dancijig under Betty Larsen through
the RE. department. We had dance feshvals at night with costumes and different colored
spotlights on us. This was tine only part of P.E. 1liked. 1did not have tlie wind to participate in
sports; therefore I did not like sports.
Cecil tried to get me to go to the dances and would take me to Thayne to the dances and I
would spend my time at the confectioneiy with Frances Palmer. Tlie first dance 1went to was
theJunior Prom when I wasa sophomore. 1went with Cecil and the first person1danced with
was his friend, Orlo Osmond, and 1was scared to death. I promeiiaded my Junior year with
Max Erickson.

My senior year in many ways was a disaster. At Christmas time I told my folks that I ought to
go up and have my appendix out so 1wouldn't miss school. They laughed at me. Tliis was one
of the early premonitions in my life. Jan. 19,1941, we had been toa show mThayne and came
home and 1stopped to play cards with Dad, Cecil and Faye. 1loved these times. We usually
made candy or popped com and played either pinochle or solo. Later, I went to bed and
awakened with a side ache early in the morning. Dad and Mother took me to Afton, Dad
wanted me to go to Worthen and 1wanted to go to Dr. Treloar, but he was out of town, so Dr.
Worthen operated on me ajid Dad watched. The appendix was close to rupturing and
fastened to my backbone. \Miile in the hospital, Dick Titensor and Virl Hebdon came to visit
me, and they were a little inebriated. They had me laughing and my side hurtso bad 1thought
I would die. They did not get you up like they do now and I was in bed seven days. I went
back to school on Feb. 3rd and back to the hospital with pneumonia on Feb. 26. 1had missed
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so much school 1was really down hearted and blue. Tliat year a new rule had been passed if
you missed over 20 days you had to petition to graduate. Dad talked to some of the Afton
business men and they said if necessary they would go to bat for me with the school board.
Altogether,} missed 48 daysofschool.(my report card shows 59 davs) Finally, when Icould go
back to school, I decided to go get my things and quit school. I rode with Cecil to the bus to the
Swiss Cheese Factor)' at the Joe Merritt comer. When 1told liimwhat 1was planiiing, he really
scolded me and said he didn't know 1was a quitter. Wlienhe got through with me, I decided
to give it a tiy and the teachers told me if I would report on so many books1could make it. 1
never read so many booksin my life, but it was worth it and ] learned a valuable lesson in my
life - never give up.
Favorite teachers in high school were Edyth Shepherd, Jolm Mallory, Pete Petersen, Mr.
Shepherd, Sue Painter (Home Economics) and Emest Clark. Edyth was a favorite literature
teacher and an ideal of mine. Later she was a member of the General MIA Board. She told me

I was an idealist when I said I didn't like the book "Tlie Good Earth." Later on in life I re-read

tlie book and enjoyed it. 1 took summer classes under Sue Painter and she came to our home
where I did the family washing, cleajied the tu'o front rooms and bottled strawberries.
In Mr. Mallory's class, a feu' of the girls got the answers to the test and passed them around to
everyone. Austiji Merritt got caught and was kicked out. As soon as the test was over, Mr.
Mallory came over and started with me as 1sat next to Austiji, and asked if I had the answers.
He went thru the room and eveiyone but the girls who gave tlie answers said "Yes". Their
answers were evasive like "Did my test grade look like i did." ] always remembered and lost
respect for them. 1was not proud that I had taken the answers either.
1was always wishing I had nicer clothes, and one time Dad went up to the High School and sat
in front of the building watching tlie girls to see if 1 was so poorly dressed compared to the
others. Hand me douTis were a good part of my wardrobe from my cousin Norma. One time,
dad bought me a knit dress costing S30 or $40 dollars from the Minnesota Woolen Salesmaji,
and I was very proud of it, and it was a lot of money at that time.
Before I started High School, Mother gave me some aprons and said I could wear them when I
had dates at home. I was sure I had let Mother down, and felt
like Iwas such awall flower until years latei". Iwas not always ^
on the go, but 1went out with a number of young men. I won
$40.00 at the American Theater when they drew the lucky
tickets. Everyone commented on the fact that Cecil Dabel's m ^
friends won. He asked me to go with him several times and i ^ ^
Charlie and Leland Skinner left to joiji tlie Air Corps (Army) i
on October 6th, 1940. One time when they camc liome on a ^
furlough and I was to a dance at Dad's Dance Hall and Leland "nw
asked me for a dance. 1 thought he was very good looking.
We liked to dajice at Dad's dance hall, Alpine and Greys Lake. '|. rf
Dancing and shows were our main type ofentertainment. |
My cousin, Wanda Ivie asked me to come and stay with her l l >
and go to the dance at Etna. I was so excited and thought 1 ^ I dl
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was having fun, when I saw Charlie and his friends come in. He saidsomething to his friends
and they laughed, and he came over and pulled me out on the dance floor, and cussed me all
the time we w^ere dancing, telling me how awkward I was, etc. I was crushed and my cousin
Rex danced the next dance with me, and tried to make me feel better. I shook so bad it was
awful, and I just wanted to cry and leave. I found out that Dad told Charlie if he didn't dance
with me, he couldn't take the car. When Dad came after me the next day. Aunt Geneva told
him what happened and was he angry. 1told him not to say a word; I didn't want Charlie to
feel he ever had to dance with me again. That event stayed with me and I was always up tight
when I danced with anyone in the valley.
Dec. 23, 1939, we left for Salt Lake Cit)' for the funeral for my grandmother, Betsy Jane
Howard, a very special lady. Howard, Cecil and 1 went. (1 cannot remember the other kids
going). The roads were really slick. After the funeral, thecousins insisted on taking out tlieir
country cousins and showing them a good time. We returned home the 24th of December and
it was snowing, the first we had that winter in the valley.
Dr. Worthen sent me toSalt Lake City for allergy tests on Aug. 11,1941. It took three days to
have them run. My lungs were bleeding and then Dr. Worthen told my folks it would bebetter
for me to leave the valley. 1was allergic to nearly everything but potatoes. I decided to go to
LDS Business College atSalt Lake City. (My thoughts then were that I wouldn't be away from
home as long as ifI went toBusiness College). I saw the day that I wished sovery much 1had
gone to College.
Aunt Leone Arbuckle (Mother's sister) insisted I stayat herhome. How grateful Iwas for her.
1was very unprepared for city life and had lived a ver}' sheltered life at home. Aunt Leone
tried her best to prepare me for this other life. It truly was my second home and she did her
best, as well as Uncle Emer to be my second parents.
I took allergy shots three times a week at the Medical Arts Bldg. with Dr. Oglvie giving them,
or usually liis nurse. She was a very special person and was a hunchback. One time Doctor
gave me a shot and broke off the needle. He got out the pliers and pulled out the needle, got
another and gave me the shot.
Once again, I found myself so shy and inferior feeling that 1was miserable. I had a fantastic
type teacher. We typed to the tune of music and her stick, but how I learned to t>'pe. Short
hand nearly took over my life. I did shorthand with my fingers or toes, at shows and
everywhere I went. A real awakening came to me when 1 took an oral math class. I felt so
dumb and inadequate.
Tliere were a number of young people from home in Salt Lake as well as at the school. Garth
Allred was there and he was more like a girl with the rest of us. (He never has married.) My
first day atLDS Business College was Sept. 2,1941, Dad and Mother took me to Salt Lake Cit>'
and we visited witliCharlie at theFort Douglas Hospital August 31.
Charlie and Leland would come out to Aunt Leone's and it helped to have them there. Tlien
they got orders to ship out, destination PLUMB, it was the last part of November. Dad and
Mother Ccime to Utah again to see Charlie off.
Sunday, December 7th, was like a nightmare to me when the news came that Pearl Harbor had
been bombed by the Japanese and President Roosevelt declared war. I was numb and sort of
in shock. The next day as I rode into Salt Lake toschool and watched everyone going about as
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usual, 1just wanted to yell at them, "Don't you know we are at war. Wliat is the matter with all
of you? I have a brother out there!" But life went on and so did I.
Before Leiand and Charlie left, tlney had their pictures taken. As they u'ere not finished, they
asked me to pick them up and take them home when I went for the Christmasholidays.
When1was real homesick, 1would stay in after school and window shop, and just go through
Kress and Woolworth. These fairy tale stores were so special to this country gal; years later I
went back hoping to find the same feeling, that special magic, but found those memories are
once in a lifetime thing, and not to be recaptured only through the mind.
1don't think anyone has ever been more homesick. I was homesick before Dad and Mother left
me. And they left me crying my heart out. Mother said that Dad made the comment, "Iwould
just go and get her and take her home, if I didn't know it was for her own good". I imagine it
was hard for them too.

Christmas 1941 found me walking the streets of Salt Lake Cit)' with the throngs of people
pushing one along, and being more alone than 1 ever was in my life, so lonesome and
homesick, yet surrounded by people. Wlien 1got home I found a sad spirit in our home. The
folks had a card fiom Charlie dated the 1st of December from Hawaii. They never heard
anything of Charlie for a few months. I thought maybe the picture of Charlie would cheer
them up. So, I handed the picture to Dad and Mother, and when Dad saw it he started to ciy.
It was the first time I ever saw my Dad cr}'. It about broke my heart.
A couple of times we sluffed school, and went to a show or to listen to the tabernacle choir on
Temple Square. Clara Simpson, Thea Johns, Calpumia Dabel and Beverly Kennington were
also at the school.

In the spring they put me to work at the college a couple of days for Mrs. Leaver, then they sent
me out on interviews. I got a job at the Cosmopolitan Life Insurance Company for about $30.00
a month. I didn't like tlie sound of that, so I didn't go back.
I decided to come home to Star Valley and left Utah for Wyoming, the end of 13 years of
school.

June 22, 1942, I went to work for Jack and Lucy Moser at their Mercantile. They had lots of
alfalfa seed, etc. in tlieir store and 1lasted tliree days. I had asthma bad and I left once more for
Utah on July 6, 1942. I applied for a job at the Ext. Service before I left for Utah. Later on.
Mother sent me the papers that had been sent for me to come in for an interview.
1had gone to the Remington Arms Co. for an interview April 30,1942, and was accepted there
after I went to work at Ogden. On May, 27,1942, a group of girls (about six) decided to go to
Hill Field and take the CivilServiceTest and see if we could get on there. It was just starting to
grow a little at Hill Field. We rode the Bamberger to Hill field and found out they had moved
the Civil Service Headquarters to Ogden. Daring and dumb, we decided to hitch hike into
Ogden, and we did. (Aunt Leone would have skinned me alive had she known.) While
waiting for some of these places to call after I was back in Utah, Tliea Johns phoned me and
said there was a chance to go to work at the Quartermaster Depot at Ogden, on 2nd Street.
Captain Yeaton interviewed me and asked if I would stay with them until the war was over. 1
said I had a brother overseas and I would. So I was hired and started to work in the

Administration Building as a Clerk Typist. I found an apartment with a Hart family. They
were Catholics and very good to me. 1sure had some duds for roommates, one was a Baptist
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girl and thought it was a sin to laugh, danceor wear makeup. Finally, Thea and 1got together.
I'm not sure that was the best as I look back. That Thanksgiving 1was invited to have dinner
with the Harts and I was impressed with the beautiful prayer Mr. Hart gave on the food.
1went home during the hunting holidays and Howard and Cecil got off their horses and kissed
me. {That was referred to by me as the kissof death.) My lips swelled all up and I got asthma
real bad and went back to Ogden with Joe Hart's brother, so sick 1could hardly hold my head
up. 1had to phone Dr. Dumke as soon as 1got there. Tliat was the begiiiniiig of the pattern
that was for me for the next few years. Nearlyevery time 1came home, the folks usually had to
take mebacksick. 1usually went home on the bus - a full day of traveling thru Logan, Preston,
Pocatello and Idaho Falls.

Oil August 5, 1942, I received a promotion and transferred to the Adjustment Desk, and then
Feb. 4,1943,1 was made head over the Matching Deskwith six people working under me. This
didn't set too well with thosemuch older than me, and who had been there longer.
My first Chrishnasafter I got my job was a special one for me. I bought Dad a rijig. Mother a
mix master, the nieces and nephews sweaters and something for all. Tliat was a real fun
Christinas, and I found out that it is more blessed to give than receive, but the war still went
on.

From one department I went to ajnother, and as they improved the working order, I finally
found myself in a job that just did not keep me busy all day, and when the General came
through, someone would come along _ _ _
and tell us to pretend we were busy. ~
How I hated that, and I felt that I was I y
wasting my time. Ihad met a fellow who 'j

always trying to get me to go to work for ^ jli^e^. At tliB ^rime, ^titey toc^w^re doing ^
tired of pretending to be busy, and felt there was more 1could be doing. He said if I would
hang on, he would get me a job that I wouldn't have to wony about spare time. A few davs
later, he called me in, and said they were transferring me to the restricted area, about a mile in
the warehouse area, and I would be working in the carpenter's warehouse. 1was elated and a
little afraid.

Just before the invasion of Normandy, we were called into a meeting, and they told us they
needed volunteers for a straight 48 hours of work for a secret mission. I volunteered. I had to
do the work in my department, plus others that 1 was not familiar with, and 1 was trained
rapidly for tliis event. Among the work, 1 had to route trainloads of supplies with code
destinations. I went to work and found that the messengers had all been sent home. {Tliis was
after hours) I needed to get this train out, and it was in the restricted area. We had a

m
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molorcycle with a side car, and a Mrs. Ferrin (aii
Australian lady) said she would take me out there.
So, 1hopped in tlie sidecar and wewent to the train
dispatchers, and as we started back, she hit tlie
railroad ti'acks going too fast, and we tipped over.
When we took her to first aid, I found out she had -•
never driven one before. Before the 48 hours was f
over, 1was so tired, and as 1laid down to sleep fl^B ^ : M
afterarrivingliome; 1came up with a start realizing
1had routed the last ti-ain to the wrong destuiation. 1
I was sick, and knew it was too late. Tlie next - ^
morning 1hurried up to Major Yeaton and the look
on his face told me he knew of my mistake. I told
him how sorry 1 was. This old officer who had
been retired to an office fi'om working directly with § \ ' ^
the army said, "Don't ever let tliat happen again." 1 ' % ;< ' "iSHs
Thenhe said it had been caught before any damage j.
had been done. No excuse that iwas tired. Yet, he | ^^B
let me know later he appreciated my work. He W9H
was a very special man. I was always pleased to
think 1played a tiny part in the invasion ofNormandy.
When Iwent to tlie office in the carpenter shop, the building was a block long, and our office m
the middle with no windows. I then found out 1was to be the only girl in this warehouse of
nearly a hundred men. The civilians were Mr. Barber, Mr. Chambers, Mr. Poulter, ike Jolms
and the supply man, "Shorty". Iworked for different army officers. The girl who worked there
was married and she was a singer. She had got a job singing in a nightclub and was quitting.
So, she proceeded to try and teach me everything 1iiad to do in tv '̂o days and left. Well, 1was
overwhelmed. Later I was told that at the end of those two days, they didn't think 1would be
able to handle the job. 1had to figure board feet in a trainload of lumber. Mr. Chambers tried
to show me how to figure board feet with asquare. 1too thought 1couldn tdo it. It looked Uke
so much Greek. 1went home and how 1worked. Tlie next day, Icould figure the lumbei, but
not by a square. Later when they had machines to figure it, I always came out with the
machines. 1found that 1couldn't find anyUiing in her file system, so Istarted my own. 1had to
know where the information was immediately when a phone call came in, many times from
Washington D.C.
Wlien 1moved to Ogden, Dad and Mother came and we went to Aunt Rilla's, and 1felt that
she thought she was going to be troubled by my presence. Slie had already made the
statement of how embarrassed she was by some of the countr>^ relatives. So,! decided to leave
her alone. Her son, Angus, worked at tlie depot, and Ramona and 1walked past his desk, and
to his desk with reports, and he didn't acknowledge that he knew us. We knew he did, as we
wore name tags. One day, Aunt Rilla phoned me and asked me to come to Thanksgiving
Dinner. Istarted to say no, and she said she wouldn't take no for an answer, and Angus would
pick me up at acertain time. 1wondered what happened to her. Later at her home, she told me
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that Angus was riding home one night i!i a car pool, they were talking about secretaries, and
Ike Johns said he would put his secretary up with any in the depot. Aiigus asked what her
name was and Ike said, Delsa Dana. It was funny, but that seemed to make a lot of difference
to tliem. But better still, it gave me a feeling of self worth and confidence I had never had
before. For the fii st time in my life, I felt that maybe I was someone, not just a nobody.
I loved my job and put my heart and soul into it. Many phone calls from Wasliington were
t)'ped directly from the phone, instead of writing it in shorthand. The Captain or Major,
whichever officer took the calls, had a plione connected with mine, and I had to have a copyof
their conversations. I did a little of everything froni typing letters and filing, to keeping time
sheets on the men, collecting for red cross, etc. getting supplies for the army ifShorty was not
there. One night, when I was working overtime (by then we had Italian prisoners of war
working in the warehouse, plus soldiers) ajid an Italian POWwas cleaningour office when the
General came in. He really hit the ceiling and told them 1was never to be left alone in the office
with a POW. Then he asked me how I got to the bus from tiie restricted area, and I said 1
walked. He said there was to be a carat my disposal after hours, but 1didn't use it ver)' often.
The prisoners were used as messengers, janitors; and they helped in the carpenter shop and
anyway needed.
Tlienan office was built on the other side of the warehouse, all glass but two sides, the outside

he sang, Ava Maria, you felt that you were in heaven, it

prisoner ciying as he worked! Icalled the matter to the
officer in the office, and lie told me to go find out what

Italian. Tiie POW's thought I was Italian, and as I had to leam some Italian words, they never
did believe 1 couldn't understand them.

Later on, we had German soldiers and what a different feeling. I was terribly frightened of
them. Tliey looked at you and through you. When Pres. Roosevelt died, we all quit work at a
certain time and stood at attention for so long. The Germans volunteered to do the same. Our
soldiers got fidgety, but the German soldiers never moved nor baited an eye.
There was mi older liaison officer who came to our Depot every so often, and when he came 1
typed for him. He toured all the Government depots and bases. One time, he asked if I would
like to be his secretary and go witlihim. 1thought that sounded quite interesting, and went to
Grant and Wilda Marshals to tell them. Grant said, "Well, you are not going." I told him this
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man was a nice officer and old enough to be my Dad. Grant said thatmay make no difference
if I was a long way from home. That ended that.
I had pneumoma while I worked at the Depot and was in the Dee Hospital. I really felt alone
and blue while Iwas there. Tliey had given mea shot ofmorphine and all I could do wascry.
1found out later that morphine is not for me.
I had many choice experiences while working at the depot and had some very good friends
that came to see us after we were married. I worked so hard and put in so many long hours,
that I nearly had a nervous breakdown at one time.
1spent a lot of time in Ogden with Wilda and Grant Marshall. She was my cousin and lived
with us for a few years. One afternoon, we laid down for a Sunday nap and Grant and Wilda
and Roy came to see us. They knocked on the door and no one answered the door. Wilda
noticed tlie door ajar and opened the door. The gas pilot light had gone out and if they hadn't
come, I imagine tliat would have been the end of us.
We had some frightening experienceswhile living there and so grateful that the Lord took care
of us. Two different men on two occasions tried to break into the apartment when we were
there. A negro followed us home one night. Finally, we had half hour protection every night,
by policeman checking every half hour.
Prayer has always been a very important part of my life. 1think a testiinony was alwaysa part
of my life, but for awhile in Ogden, it got rusty and I had to be humbled by the Lord to make
me realize the importance it was in my life. We went to church in Ogden and no one came to
tell us where to go or welcome us, so we didn't go back. What a foolish thing on my part.
Wlien I had asthma real bad when DeLane was small and the Doctors had not been able to

help me; I knew 1liad to have help and I asked Mother to call Bp.Oliver Haderlie to administer
to me. His daughter's mission president was there and they came and administered to me. I
received almost instaiit relief when they laid their hands on my head. I made a silent promise
that 1would serve the Lord to the best of my ability, and I also knew then that the Lord loves
us all. 1 hadn't been too active then.

Shortly after that. Bp. Haderlie called me in and said that Lera Merritt wanted me as 1st
counselor in the Relief Society Presidency to her, and that he felt my health was not sufficient,
but that she insisted. When tliey set me apart and placed their hands on my head, it was like
an electric current had gone through my body. I felt the power of the priesthood so strong for
the second time in a few months. As Bp. Haderlie set me apart, he asked that my health would
be such that 1 would be able to do the work of counselor as needed. I could not be around cut

flowers or those blooming without chokingoffwith asthma, and 1knew better than to go in a
floral shop. At funerals I could pack the floral sprays and they never bothered me. This was
such a faith promoting experience for me. 1 found great comfort in priesthood blessings for
myself and my family.
When Lance was eight months old, 1had a blood clot hit my left eye. 1asked Bp. Haderlie and
Howard to give me a blessing. For eight months 1 went to the specialist ajid my eye got
progressively worse. The Doctor said that I was responding different from others, as usually
they were the worst to begin with and then improved. At the next to the last time 1 went to
him, he told me that I had lost the sight in that eye. I could close my good eye and could not
see Lance's features when I held him in my arms. Within a few days, the eye cleared up and
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\\'hen 1went back to the Doctor he said it was a miracle. 1knew that it was the power of the
priesthood. At that time Dr. Walbur wanted me to have an operation so that 1would not get
pregnant again. He made me feel that if I did I would not live. When I went to see Dr.
Worthen He told me tliere was a higher power than Doctors and he didn't \^'ant to see me get
pregnant for awhile, but he did not approve of surgery. When 1 became pregnant with
Kaylene, Dr. Treloar and Dr. Worthen were going to a convention, and they said that tliey
would talk to a specialist there, and if they thought my pregnancy should be terminated then
they would take action. The specialist said as long as my blood pressure was alright not to
worry. I never had high blood pressure as 1had with all the others. Neitlier did 1have high
blood pressure with Bart.
Wlien I was an in-service leader, I had a special lesson on repentance that worried me and 1
prayed and studied veiy hard on that lesson. When I got there to give the lesson, the stake
leaders were there. As 1 was giving the lesson, it seemed for a second that 1 was above my
body and apart and 1 felt the spirit so strong directing the lesson. Then I noticed that all the
sisters had tears in their yes mid 1am sure they felt it too. So many times in giving lessons, 1
have felt a help beyond me and know that my prayers were answered, and I always felt that 1
needed prayer.
Wlien Clayton was sick in Salt Lake and Leland had gone to be with him, I awakened early one
morning by a distinct voice tliat told me of problems in our family.
When Dad was sick with a coronary, and I heard that he could not get well, I was devastated
and went to our bedroom and knelt in prayer. A good feeling came over me to let me know
that he would not get better, but that it was alright. After Dad had died, he came to my
bedside one night, but I was terrifiedand grabbed Leland and awakened him. 1had just gone
to bed and was not asleep. I have been so sorry that I acted that way, and never knew if Dad
had a message for me.
I wanted a special testimony of the Book of Mormon as I have heard so many tell of these. 1
read the Book of Mormon with a silent or vocal prayer each time that 1opened the book, that 1
might gain this knowledge. Wlien I finished the book and knelt in prayer, the words came to
my mind, "You know that it is true, you already knew it."
Prayer has revealed many lost items and many special moments telling me that a lovingFather
does hear and answer prayers. Leland and 1were going to Salt Lake toaccompany his nephew
Brad Nielsen and his girl through the sealing and their wedding. We hurried out of the house
and I told Leland we had better stop and have prayer. As we did, the spirit said we did not
have our recommends. We returned home after them. Had we not stopped for prayer, we
would have gone to Salt Lake for nothing.
UTien our Stake was reorganized and divided and as our stake president was sustained; the
thought came to me, you will be the new stake Relief Society President, I kept trying to put this
thought aside and thought it was quite presumptuous of me to even have such thoughts. I
even thought of who I would call as my officers, and then 1would question my feelings. But I
was called. The night before we went on our mission, Ralph Heiner stopped in quite late to see
us. He said he thought 1 should know something before we left. He had been called as the
high counsel advisor over the Relief Society' when the stake was reorganized and President
Marlow Bateman had told him to submit a list of names for the new Stake Relief Society
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President. He said he prayed and prayed and just could not come up with names. Finally,
President Bateman told him to come and meet witli him and liave some names. He said that
he handed Pres. Bateman the names and President Bateman told him that none of those names
were the right one. He said, "Let us kneel in prayer." Ralph said that as they were kjieeling, he
distinctly saw my face before ]iim. He said that he just barely knew who I was. When they
stood up, Ralph said it was to beme and President Bateman told himthatwas right. These are
a few of the precious blessings of the Lord to me.
1have been blessed with so many special blessings and many times 1 wonder if 1 am truly
worthy of the love and blessings of my Heavenly Father. I do know that He lives and answers
prayers. 1do know the love of my Savior and have the knowledge that Jesus is the Christ and i
am so thankful for his loving atonement, his life and example. 1am so thankful that Joseph
Smith restored the ti-ue church and that we have a prophet at the head of our church today,
and for my membership in that true church.

bishop, they^̂ anew Relief Society
President and each time they prayed or talked
about it, they all named me. Howard said he could not do that as all the ward members would
question him calling his sister. I felt better when I heard that and thought my inspiration at
that time had not been false.
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Clayton Skinner was born 4 Sep 1925 to Edward Thomas
Skinner and Stella Jane Turner in Bedford, Lincoln, Wyoming.
They lived in the to\^'n site of Bedford and then built a home
under the hill of the bench road where they had 80 acres of

farmed and milked cows, raised pigs, sheep, chicken
and horses. Clayton learned to work at an early age as he

w -| horse to get the cows for milking from the pasture.
learned to help in the milk barn and witJi the winter wood,

fencing, irrigating, logging with his father and uncles and
Grandfather Skinner. Dorene said they always had fun as
they worked and would sing and laug]i together whether they
were milking or out in the field. Jane taught the children to
sing as she played the piano. Clayton and Manon sang
together as little children. They both had lovely voices.
Manon sang soprano and Clayton could also sing high tenor.
He was always happy to go to his grandparent's home in

•••••HIMHBHHHIHI Turnerville where the wlnole family would play various
instruments and sing together. His grandfather played the violin and his uncles played
guitars and piano and saxophone. He loved the violin and we had violin music played at
his funeral.

Clayton attended elementary school in Bedford and high school in Afton. He graduated in
May 1943. He was inducted into the Navy in Nov. 1944 where he served in the Pacific
Islands as a carpenters mate. He was on Truk Island where there were Japanese prisoners.
He had one of the prisoners paint some handkerchiefs and towels for him and he also made
bookends and boxes for the beautiful hard wood of the islands. He made his mother a
"Mothers Chest" and Susanne now has it. Marilyn also got the boxes, towels,
handkerchiefs, and a j '
kimono form there. Wlien ' ^

he was released in June ^
1946 he came back to the - 6^^
farm and helped. He took ———^
a class called "On the ' \
Farm Training" available 'i '
through the government. t '
He learned a lot from ^1rth^e cia^^.^^ His love^of
of the youngmencomplemented him for allowing all the boys thesame opportunity to plav
equal time regardless of their expertise. He bought a new basketball and one night lost it

irm

'MT ...
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out of the back seatof liis car. He bought a new car when he could; it was a light green and
brown Chevrolet tvk^o-door. He later traded it for a pickup so he could afford to put water
in his house when he got married. His thoughts were always to do the best for his family.
The family all worked together to get the hay in and do the milking. Two of Cecil's sons
came to help and learn to workon the farm. Leo and Noel wereclose in age and did a lotof
work and raised rabbits and sometimes would bring one over for me to cook. They came
with their friends at times to eat waffle suppers.
Clayton and Marilyn Titensor were married in Logan LDS Temple in Logan on June 281950
by ElRay L Christiansen who was a college acquaintance of Marilyn's father Roscoe.
Marilyn's family members are Rosecoe and Elnor Bishop Titensor - parents, with children
Roscoe Dean, Verna, Marilyn, ElRay, Luana, Ellen and Julia. They were also raised in
Bedford. Marilyn graduated from Star Valley High School in May and was married in June.
She served as class treasurer and then as Vice Presidentof the Student body her senior year
and on the Seminary council. She participated in band, chorus and seminary. The
graduating seminary students presented a program on KSL radio from Salt Lake City in
when she sang with a group She was serving as Stake Sunday School Secretary at the time
of their marriage. Their children are as follows:
(This is current as of Feb 2009)

SUSANNE: 4 April 1951 in Afton, Wyoming. Married Husband Terry Dale Smedley, 4
Aug 1972. Children: SHARI married Brady Leder—three daughters Samantha, Nikolette,
Arianna (Divorced). TALMAGE married Jelaire Pabst—three children: Tanner Dale,
Braydon Talmage and Kambri Alexis. TIFFANY married Paul Muir-two children: Addie
Susanne and Syndey Ann BRYAN married Jenny Stanger—three daughters —Meili, Rhyan
and Ava Rebecca. TYLER CLAYTON serving in the Mandariivspeaking mission in
Australia, Sydney.

JANETTE: 10 July 1952 in Afton, Wyo. Married husband Blake Martin Cleghorn. Children:
CAMERON: married Candis--two children Cayli and Caleb. MARYN: married Bryan
Wheeler~one son Robert Brian Blake Wheeler. JONATHON: married Camilla Henderson
NATALIE; High School.

CHERYL: 4 March 1954 in Logan,Cache, Utah. Married Warren Call 18 Aug 1973.
Children: BRANDON WARREN CALL 18 AUG 1974, married Laycie Peterson. Children:
Oakley Brandon; Easton Bruce; Seattul Kaye. JEREMY SKINNER CALL 4 April 1976
Married Stacie Talbot Children: Tristen, Chase Craig, Justin Dean. LISA CALL 12 May 1979
married Benjamin Hickman. Children: Tava Jo , Tate Benjamin and Lilly. TRENT EVAN, 9
APRIL 1982 died Dec 1983. CHELSEA CALL, 10 July 1984 married Daniel Kemiedy.
Children: Cade Spencer, Ian Warren. MARIE CALL, 1 Mar 1986 married James Stosich, Aug
16 2008. CRYSTAL CALL 13 April 1988. CLINT ROSCOE 20 MAY 1993.

STEVEN DEE: 28 SEP 1955 Afton, Wyo. Married Carolyn Anne Hubble. Children: STEVEN
JAMES 1 OCT 1978 married Cristina. SHANNA MAYE 17 Mar 1980, married Brian
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Masuisui. Children: Carson Hubble, Lincoln Skinner, London Maye, JUSTIN BRIGGS 7
SEP 1982 married Ashley Hickenbothom. Children: Reagan Marie. TAYLOR ROSS
Missionary in Chile Santiago

JAN: 7 Sep 1957 Afton, Wyo. Married Thomas Lancaster. Children: ASPEN 20 JUNE 1982
married Adam Larsen. Children: Vance Thomas. BROOKE 8 OCT 1983. THOMAS SETH 2

FEB1987. KORTNY CLAYTON 4 June 1993

JOAN 7 Sep 1957 Afton Wyo. Married Gordon Douglas Sleeman Children: JEFFEREY
DOUGLAS 7 JUNE 1980. KURT THOMAS 29 Aug 1981 married Vicky. Children: Adessa
Dawn, Jexton Thomas. MATTHEW GORDON 18 APR 1983 married Elise Curtis. Children:
Cohen Matthew. JILL28 Oct 1986 Married James AbbotL Wl^ITNEY 5 May 1988

STELLA MARIE 22 Nov 1959 Afton, Wyo married Mark Allen Mackey. Children: PAYTON
ALLSCOTT 10 Sep 1979 died Sep 1979. JESIKA RAE 1 Aug 1981 married Joshua Nacey
Children: Kenady Marie, Presley Jane. BRIDGER JAY 16 Mar 1983 married Alix Wilkes.
Children: Cainryn Belle. EMORY DALTON 28 Sep 1984 married Jessica Draney. MARK
SHEA 30 July 1986. JENNA MARIE 20 JULY 1988

DAUNILYN 25 FEBRUARY 1961 Afton, Wyo. married Jeffery Tippetts. Children: BEAU
JEFFERY 4 Aug 1980, married Shalae Astle. Children: Savanah Louise, Mirian Marie, Beau
Isaac and Caitlyn Anna. CHARLES BENSON 20 AUG 1982 married Laycee Diane Bennett
Children: Charlize D. ALEX CLAYTON 11 JULY 1984. STUART MICHAEL 25 March 1986

married Milia Perkins 2008. PHILLIP McKAY 1 May 1990.

CLAYTON EARL 5 April 1964 Afton, Wyo married Rose Mary Juarez. Children;
CLAYTON ANDREW 15 Aug 1986 married Cassie Odell Aug 2008. SCOTT ADAM 12
April 1989. JASON ANTHONY 21 MAR 1994.

unhappy that^ he^^
depended on that snake to keep the mice away. Clayton milked the cows and did the field
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work. He saw many plieasants and discovered the heat to be more than he was used to.
The barns and house were up on a little raise east of the highway south of Richmond and
we had a spot for a garden where we planted beans, tomatoes, corn and things we were not
accustomed to raising in Bedford. We belonged to the South Ward and met some good

people there. The Mendenhalls were our neighbors down on thef highway. They hadafamily of children that we enjoyed and had baby
sitters when we needed them. We really enjoyed them and then later
their son James came to Etna, when we moved onto a farm there to
work for us. Cheryl was born in Logan while we lived there. She was
born when 1 got just gotten better from the mumps following a move
back to Star Valley at Etna on Ether Wolfley's farm (1954). He also had
cows, (Holsteins) pigs and farming. Clayton always did his best to
learn the farmer's ways and ho\v to use the equipment. He became
interested in artificial insemination of dairy cows when he worked for
Mr. Caine, who was involved with Cache Valley Breeders. Clayton did

research on the different companies and decided he wanted to work for American Breeders
Service (ABS).
Clayton was call as a Stake Missionary while living in Etna. In the springof 1955 we moved
to the farm of Jean Luthi in Freedom wliere he also milked cows and farmed. There were no
bathrooms or sinks in the house and it was so cold. We stayed there for two years. We
liked the meadow below the barn where we would walk and sing "1 Often Go Walking in
meadows of clover". It was a cooling, earthy place to be and so calming. Clayton baled
round bales there and also attended the schooling for American Breeders Service near
Chicago. He began working for the company and took care of several men's cows in
Freedom. He enjoyed his neighbors-Garr Robinson, Fred Warren and our Bishop D'Orr
Child. My sister and family, Verna and Lowell lived on the other side of Freedom so we
went to the same ward. Steven was born while we lived there 28 Sep 1955 in Afton. One
day Claylon came home and saw his little boy standing on the porch in a dressand wearing
an apron. He had waited through three little girls to get a boy and he asked his daughters
to never dress him like that again! In the spring of 1957 we moved back to our little home in
Bedford with our four children. We had only one bedroom so he began to remodel. He
used the bedroom for a bath and stairs. He also made two bedrooms upstairs and then
finished the basement where one more bedroom was prepared. On Sep 7 1957 Jan and Joan
our tv\an daugliters were born in Afton. Clayton desired to buy the farm so he began
working toward that by feeding his cows especially well and building a milking parlor by
the road where the milk truck would have close access to the milk. He could milk 4 cows at
a time and then replace them with 4 more until the herd was milked and turned out. He
made an upper floor for housing the grain for the cowsand had pipe shoots for the grain to
come down for each cow's serving as the)' were milked. He could get more milk from those
cows than all of the rest of us put together. He soon got rid of the sheep and pigs and
concentrated on the cows ajid his ABS service business which took all of his time. He kept a
horse for the family. He built a hay barn on top of the hill and filled it with square bales.
He was still flood irrigating ajid the extra water would run into the barn yard so he couldn't
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put a hay shed down closer to the animals. He purchased us a piano for the children to
learn music. Every three weeks he went to Idaho Falls where he had his ABS frozen kit
replenished and so he was very busy. He would take a child or two about every trip unless
they were in school. One time 1 got a list of stocking sizes ready for him so he could
replenish the children's stockings for school. He went to the clerk at the store in Idaho Falls
and asked her to help him find the stockings. He started giving the sizes to her and she
looked up surprised and asked "How many children do you have?" He said "I have 6
daughters and each one has a brother." When he saw the look on her face he chuckled and
admitted that the brother was the same for each sister. Clayton was always concerned for
the needs of his family. He worked very hard to provide for them. Stella Marie was bom in
1959 and Daunilyn in 1961. On 7 Feb1963 our little daughter Elnor was born prematurely at
1 1/2 pounds. She lived just over an hour and was blessed and named by her father.
Clayton was suffering with an ailment that the doctor was treating him for, thinking it was
stomach ulcers. Finally in May 1963 he had surgery that revealed he had cancer of the
pancreas. The doctor told me he would maybe be with us for four more months. After he
recovered from his surgery he took care of his ABS business for a few more months while
our neighbor Carl Stokes and Marilyn milked the cows. He took care of his last business call
in Nov .1963. He then went into the Veterans Hospital in Salt Lake City. He passed away 2
Jan 1964 at the hospital in SLC. The funeral was held at Bedford LDS chapel and he was
buried in the Bedford cemetery at the side of his little daughter, Elnor, on 6 Jan 1964. He
was 38 years old, had worked hard, sang well, and loved his family, wife, children and
friends. He was a tax payer, served Iiis country and his Heavenly Father as a missionary.
Clayton Earl was born 5 April 1964 and named after his father and his Great Grandfather
Daniel Earl Bishop. Clayton had lived 8 months, double the time that the doctor suggested
he may live. He sold the cows in the fall of 1963 and bought cattle. After his passing we sold
the cattle just in time for calving. It was winter and we had six children in school and a
home to keep warm and everyone fed and clothed. We had been abundantly blessed with
kind family members, ward members. Star Valley friends and many from out of the Valley
who sent contributions to help us on our way. We know that the Lord loved and still loves
us and continually shows His love as we strive to serve and obey His commandments. He
does not leave us comfortless. We knew that Clayton was not far away, as the children
expressed during the years how he was with them at baptisms, weddings, bonfires and
when they needed uplift at "down-times". The three pre-school children kept the home
lively and we alwayshad something to do to keepeveryone ready and able to progress. The
children attended Ricks College (BYU Idaho), BYU Provo and Weber State University.
Marilyn was at home with the children until Clayton Earl was in Kindergarten and then
worked for the Extension Office in Afton; at the Bedford Post Office; Star Valley Creamery
and finally for the Holdaway Elementary School in Thayne as a food service employee
working with my mother and then as head cook for a total of 24 1/2 years. The children
married and left the nest and Clayton Earl was on his mission to California Los Angeles
SpanishSpeakingwhen I married Ted Heiner on 15July 1983 for time in the Logan Temple.
He had lost his wife to complications from diabetes. We will have been married 25years in
July 2008. This was another farm experience and working away from home as well.
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Together we have 17 children and 91 grandchildren and nearly 50 great grandchildren. Ted
and I have tried to support each other's families and live so that we can be together as
Eternal families with our own spouses and children. The children have all been supportive
and helpful to us. This year Ted has had both knees replaced (2008) and hoping for better
walking as they mend. Marilyn is trying to keep up with the duties she can accomplish
such as gardening, Singles Events as teachers, visiting teaching and Family History
librarian. As the records indicate, Clayton lived to be only 38 years old. He learned to work
hard as a ~ young boy and learned to love music and had a tenor voice that was a joy to
listen to. He would sing as a boy with his sister, Manon and their mother would play the
piano for them. He enjoyed dancing and did so at the high school dances with his many
friends. He learned to love good things and things done well. His love of his milk cows
was proven as he fed them well and they produced milk abundantly for him. The rest of the
family tried to get the same amount of milk from them that he got, but were not always
successful! He served his countr)' during the Second World War in the Pacific Islands and,
as a carpenter's mate learned to work with the lumber of the islands and made beautiful
boxes and book ends. He looked forward to one day having a mate for whom he bought a
silk Japanese robe (still in Marilyn's possession). He wanted a large family because, he said,
that they learn to love each other and are happy because they learn to share. His family
totaled 10, with 9 living children and 9 sons at the end of the year 2000. His family has
greatly grown since then. He was very concerned for the time of his passing, and was as
prepared as he could be with an insurance that helped cover expenses and training the
family to work as much as he could. It was a blessing to me since I had so many things to
learn and acquaint myself with to be able to take care of things as well as 1could and did.
We love the energy he spent in our behalf and hope to honor him with our own lives and
accomplishments. He loved a good joke and had a quick wit. He lived short and learned
much and shared with many of us. We honor his name and life.
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Manon Skinner & Ken ClemmenlsaManon's parents weie Edward and Jane Skinner of Bedford
Wyoming. She married Kenneth Clemments on 26 Nov
1946 in Idaho Falls Idaho. Kenneth's parents were Ezra &
Caroline Clemments of Moreland Idaho. Thev settled down

•

and began their married life together in Moreland Idaho.

they purchase a town site lot from Adrian Merritt in Bedford
Wyoming. Ken and his brother Rodney hired a brick mason

them. This was completed in late Dec1947. They opened for
business on 2 Jan 1948 and called their place Mountain View
Grocery. Ken and Manon made their living quarters in the
back west end of the store. Besides helping Manon in the
store Ken worked in other jobs to keep the family going. He

went to work on the Palisides Dam project for 4 V2 years. He
then went back to the Swisscheese factory making cheeseand pasteurizing milk. He would
then deliver to all the stores in Star Valley. Ken and Manon loved their home in Bedford but
things were pretty tight and in order to find a more permanent and lucrative job. Ken left
for work in Salt Lake City in March of1963. On 24July 1963 he moved his family into a new
home in Sandy Utah. Manon still resides in this house. They have 3 children VondaLee, Val
K and Vondell. Ken worked for a large carpet ware house and laid and installed carpet
among other things.
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My Story
By Dorene Skinner Anderson

February 4,1933, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Thomas Skinner were the
proud parents of an eight and one-half pound baby girl. Yes, it
was that day tiiat 1came into the world. 1was born at Bedford,
Wyoming, in our old house just down the road west of Grandpa
Skinners place in town. I was delivered by Doctor Elise Roberts,
who had h-aveled up from Thayne, with UncleGeorge. It was a
big day all right even though 1had an elder Brother, Clayton and
an elder sister Manon.

April 2,1933,1 attended church for the very first time, to be blessed. I was given the
name of Dorene Skinner. Russell Tiiensor was Bishop at that time and he gaveme my

BySeptember 1had grown quite a bit and had some of my teeth and 1had learned to
walk. It was in October that I was nine months old. It was at that time that I got
whooping cough. They tell me I was quite a mean baby because1made my parents
take turns sitting up at night with me to keep me from choking to death. Doctor Beal
was the doctor in tlie valley at that time. He'd became quit a drunkard and a lot of the
time he didn't know what he was doing. He sent Mother some medicine for me and it
turned out to be poison. They only gave me one dose of it and it made me act so
funny they didn't give me anymore, so 1wasn't hurt much or any from it. My
whooping cough turned into bronchial pneumonia. By the time 1was over my
sickness I'd forgotten how to walk and had to learn all over again.

Mother and Dad built us a new home out on the ranch north of town about one and a

half mile. We moved out here the summer of 1937, and I have lived here for fifteen
years.

It was the year 1939 that 1started school; 1didn't get to go until I was seven as my
birthday came too late. Miss ElaineJensen was my first grade teacher; she carne from
Idaho Falls, Idaho. She passed away four years later in the mission field. 1wasn't
baptized until I was ten yearsold. 1was very unlucky it seemed, every time they had
a baptismal service for two years 1happened to have some disease or sickness.
At the age of ten; the 21st day of March 1943,1 was finally baptized by Elder Norville
Fluckiqer in the Fairview Ward Chapel. 1was confirmed by Bishop William
Rickenbach on the 28thday of March 1943. It was that Sunday that I bore my
testimony for the very first time. We were holding church in the old Chapel just
south of where the new one stands now, the one with the big bell in the tower which
Brother Herman Richenbach rang every Sunday morning at 8:00 o'clock a.m. 1
suppose the reason was to get the people to church on time, anyway it seemed to
help.
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Joan Nurswonder and I u'ere the only girls for two years
with four boys. Then Joan moved away and I went to the

came to our school then, we graduated in the year 1947.1
graduated from the Star Valley Seminar}' in 1930. We
went to Salt Lake on a trip, we were all baptized for the
dead, about twent)' names a piece in the Salt Lake
Temple. We also outona radio program. 1was chosen as UjP"'
the chorister. I graduated from Star Valley High School
ill 1951. We took a senior trip to Salt Lake and went

Junior and I were going steady by then. On June 24,1951
Junior's Father left Salt Lake for the Mission Field. We
went to Salt Lake on the 23rd, and we returned home the night of the 24th after his
father had left. It was on that trip that we went to Salt Air and 1had my first roller
coaster ride; don't believe I'll ever forget that. 1stayed at the Anderson's that night
and went with Junior to play baseball. He took me home that night. The next day.
Junior got his call to report to Uncle Sam (service). He had to report the ninth day of
July 1951. They had his farewell party in Grover on the sixth day of July. He had me
sing two songs (keep the sunshine in your heart) and (may the god lord bless and
keep you). Gee, but 1was scared. I went to Kemmerer with his Mother, Helen and
DelRoy to take hiiri to the train and see him off on the Monday morjiing. We came
home by Garden City and saw Aunt Mildred and Uncle Elmer Roberts. We ate
dinner with them and then came home. What an unhappy day for all. Junior went to
Fort Lesnard Wood Missouri to take his boat training. While there his Uncle Cecil
Anderson passed away.

1 went to work for Doctor and Mrs. M. S, Fink, on their ranch for the summer. When

school started 1went to work for Ralph and Dortha Titensor, I worked for them until
the last week in February. Junior had sent me my diamond engagement ring for
Christmas. It got here a couple of days early so 1cheated Santa and opened it. Junior
came home the 2911^ day of February 1953. Bruce, Maxine and I meet iiim at the train
depot in Cokeville. He'd been gone nearly eight months. We were married March 11,
1952, at my home in Bedford, by Elder B. Delas Gardner. The most happy day of my
life.

We went to Kemmerer on the fourteenth to get our car license. On the way home we
had a wreck with Ken Clement, my brother-in-law, nothing like entering the family
with a big bang. They were having our shower that night. W^iata busy day, but we
really appreciate them.

We left for El Paso, Texas, on the 17th of March. Junior had to report on the 19th, we
arrived in El Paso on the morning of the 19th. We finally found us an apartment. We
didn't get moved in until late in the afternoon. We were pretty tired and were glad to
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have a place to rest and clean up. We lived on Tularosa St. for three weeks, and then
we moved to an apartment house on Ndontana St. We liked it a lot better just one
thing wrong, we had to share our bath. The day after we moved 1went to work, at
Elmer's Burger Bar. I worked mostly with Mexican girls, but 1only liked one Emma
Jean Nunez. 1worked there about four and a half months. Then 1got sick and had to
quit.

The Heiiry's lived across the hall. They were very nice and we really had a lot of fun
together for the next four months. We left and came home on furlough the 30th of
September. We arrived home the 1st of October. We were really glad to be home.
Junior got a telegram telling him to report back immediately for overseas shipment, it
arrived on October 15,1952. So he returned to Texas. He got seventeen days delay in
route to New Brunswick, New Jersey, where he was to be shipped out to Europe. Tlie
time was very short but we were very happy while it lasted. Junior is in Germany
now but is suppose to return to the states by June. But the time is slovs-ly passing by,
and I'm patiently waiting for our baby to be born. Today we have been married one
whole year, but it doesn't even seem half that long to me. It is just another day.

Today is April 2,1953 and we are parents of a seven and a half pound baby gii't blue
eyes and seventeen inches long. What a day. We named her Cindy Jureen. We went
home from the hospital Easter Sunday April 5, we received a telegram from Daddy
Saturday April 4, was 1ever happy.

Cindy and 1lived with Grandpa and Grandma Skinner and stayed with Grandma
Anderson and Aunt Helen, until our Daddy came home, junior was discharged the
19th of June and was home the 20th, boy what a happy day that was and will never
forget it. Seemed like heaven just being together again. We took a trip to Sheridan and
went through some of the park (Yellowstone). At Sheridan we saw Dick Kaufman
and had a nice trip. When we came home mother Anderson left for back east to bring

home Junior's dad, who had been
V . E released from his mission.
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Dorene was always a fun loving gal and a delight to be around. She attended High
School in Afton Wyoming and latermetCariel Jr. Anderson, soon tobecome a sharp
looking soldier. Cariel. is the son of Cariel Anderson and Florence Gardner. Dorene
and Junior, (as he was called) were married on 11 March 1952. Jr. served in the U.S.
Arm\' from Jul 1951 to Jun 1953. They first lived in Star Valley and then moved to
Utah. Dorene worked for many of their married years and lateras well. They had 5
children, Cindy,, Todd,Zan, Nadell, and Connie Jayne. Tragedy struck this family
when Connie Jayne was killed in an automobile accident on Soldiers Summit at the
young age of 19. Followinghis service in the military Jr. \ '̂orked as an Iron Worker
for many years. Then another tragedy struckand Jr. at only57years ofage losthis

A Branch ofThe Skinner Family Tree Page 89



Chapter 11
John & Jane Skinner Family

Joseph Alma & Catherine Maryetla Skinner
Edward & Jane Skinner

Noel Skinner & Nyla HydeaJwas born 12 June 1935mBedford, Wyoming to Edward Thomas
Skinner and Stella Jane Turnei\ 1 was raised on the farm in
Bedford. Oiie of my earliest memories was of my Mom being
very sick with "milk leg". She had big sores on her legs. A lady
came in during the day to take care of us. When 1 was about 4
years old I fell asleep under the bed and my family didn't know
where I was. They were running up and down the ditch bank,
thinking, 1 had fallen in, trying to find me. When 1 was about 6
or 7 years old, my nephew, Leo and I went down the cellar to get
some fruit to eat. While we were down there we found a bottle of

wine. Thinking it was fruit juice we drank quite a bit of it. Leo
must have had more than 1 did because he slept most of tvvo
days. 1couldn't walk very straight. My favorite things to play
with when I was little were ropes and wliips. My favorite people

to play with were my sisters, my brother Clayton and Leo. When 1 was in grade school I
had a dog named Shep. He would protect me, my horse and my bike from anyone or
anything. If my Dad had to kick my butt 1 would have to tie up the dog. I would ride my
horse to school, tie him to the fence and my dog would lay there by my horse until 1came
out of school. My horse's name was Darkie. When I would fall off he would stop and wait
for me to get back on. 1 fell off once when 1was taking the cows back to the Ranger Pasture
and broke my arm. 1 had to ride all the way home with a very painful arm. 1used to rope all
the animals on the farm, turkeys, chicken, sheep and etc. All our milk cows were broke to
ride because we rode them all when they were calves. We liked to go to Turnerville to
Grandpa and Grandma Turners'. One of my favorite things to do there was play in the old
cars he had that wouldn't run anymore. In the winter time we would tie ropes to the horse's
tails and ski behind them. We would go over the snow banks
and cross the roads and up the snow banks on the other side.
We would take the team and get some of our school friends
and go Christmas Caroling or just go for sleigh rides. The
sleigh did get tipped over a time or two. 1had lots of chores to
do from the time 1was very young. I had to fill the wood box,
feed the chickens, and feed the calves and other animals. I

remember carrying 5 gallon buckets ofgrain to thecows when jf.
1 was so small J could hardly lift tliem. We milked the cows M
night and morning, by hand for a few years and then we got •••
milking machines. 1would get up at 4A.M. and ride my horse 1
to the ranger pasture or the school section, where ever they % -^ t
were at the time. We would milk the cows and then take them '

back to the pasture and then come home and have breakfast
and get ready for school. We put the hay up in the early days witli a dump rake which
would rake the hay into windrows and then we would use the buck rake to push the hay
onto the stacker then dump the hay up onto the stacks. We then had to smooth it out with
pitchforks. This was very hard work. Latter we had the swather and bailer. We hauled a lot

f
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of the hay with the team and wagon or sleigh. One time we were hauling hay and Dad
stopped at the post office to get the mail. 1 was holding the team while he went in the post
office and Royal Preston's mule came over and brayed and the team ran away with me. We
went for about a mile before Dad could catch up with me. I herded the sheep a lot. 1 did
the irrigating with canvas damns. We didn't have sprinklers then so we "flood irrigated" I
could carry 4 or 5 canvas damns at a time on Darkie (my horse). We would get our winter
wood using the team and wagon or sleigh. We usually did this on Sundays and holidays so
1 didn't get to church very much when I was young. Mom would see that I got to primary
which was held on week days. I would ride one of the team, pull the logs over to the sleigh
and then we would load the logs, hook up the team agaiji and bring the logs home to saw.
Sometimes, if the snow was deep the sleigh would tip over and we would have to load it all
over again. Hard work! Lots of fun! We also did the haying and fixed fences. Always lots to
do. We had fun too. We had bonfires with the neighborhood kids. We played "kick the can"
and hide and seek. We roasted hot dogs and marsh mellows. We had rock fights with the
Wilkes boys on our way back and forth with the cows. One day 1 put a marble in my bean
flipper and just as Garth peeked his head up from behind a milk can he was hiding behind,
I shot and the marble hit him right in the head. He fell over backwards and started kicking
and shaking and I thought I had killed him. I took the cows on home and went to the
house and told Mom that I had killed Garth. She put me in the car to go see. Luckily he
wasn't dead. What a big relief. That pretty much stopped the rock fights. 1 went to school in
Bedford grades 1 through 8 in the old 4 room school house. I played a lot of softball,
boxed and played marbles. Got into a lot of snowball fights in the winter. One time our
grade school went to Turnerville to play ball and have a picnic. At the picnic I got in a fist
fight and wrestling match with one of the guys. Partly over a girl and partly because he
didn't like the way I rolled a rock down the hill. 1 won! I went to high school in Afton,
Wyoming. 1 rode the school bus. Sometimes I would drive my car. I made the basketball
team in high school but I had to quit because I had to be home in time to do the chores and
milk the cows. After that I played ball with the church teams. I hated all my classes except
gym. Shop, or Vo-Ag , was okay sometimes. During my high school days there would be a
dance almost every week end at the Valleon Lodge in Afton. A lot of the music was
furnished by "the Em Turner Orchestra" which included my uncles Ern, Lewis, Milton
Turner, the Merritt brothers and Eldon Hyde. I went to almost all the dances. The first
time I saw Nyla, I was giving a talk in Sacrament Meeting along with other seminary
students. (Her family had just moved to Bedford where her Dad worked for the power and
light company.) We attended church in the school house because the church had burned.
The first time I ask her for a date was after church and she thought I was teasing her, she
was only 13 at the time, and she ran out of the church. It took a few more times of asking
and 1 finally had my sister Relda call her to see if she would go to a movie with me and she
said yes. Happy Day! 1would ride my horse from my house, through the ranger pasture, to
her house up Strawberry. It was about a 2 or 3 mile ride and in the winter it was cold and
dark. (But she was worth it.) We went to dances and movies mostly. I would take her home
after mutual and after Sacrament Meeting which was held in the evenings in those days.
Once in a while we would leave church before the last hymn and closing prayer so we could
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get to the last movie in Thayne. One day 1 asked Nyla to go horseback ride v\'ith me. She
said she would if we didn't go very far or go anywhere scary because she had only been on
a horse when she was a little girl. We left her house just as the sun was coming up and got
home after dark. It's the only time 1 ever got into a place 1 couldn't get my horse out of
without backing up to gel turned around. So much for not going any place "scary". We
dated for three years. We were married March 31,1954 at Nyla's parent's house in Bedford.
It had snowed so much that day that her Dad had to get a caterpillar to push the snow so
people would have a place to park. There was an older fellow in Bedford, Rosco Titensor,
that had a car just like mine, so earlier that day we ask him if we could park his car in
Nyla's Dad's garage because we knew our friends and sisters were going lo do things to our
car. 1 can't believe he let us do that. We hid our car in Afton at Nyla's Uncles home. While
everyone was busy painhng Rosco's car with "just married" all over it, we had some friends
sneak us away to Afton to get our car. When we got to the Uncles house no one was there
and our car was locked in his garage so we had to go to the hotel without any luggage. We
had no combs, tooth brushes or anything else. I'm not sure the people at the hotel believed
we were married. When we explained what had happened they had a good laugh and
bought us breakfast. On Sept. 17,1956 we were sealed in the Logan temple to each other and
Ronell who was almost 2 years old and Terry Lynn who was 4 months old. We left Bedford
at 4 A.M. that morning so we could be at the temple at 7 A.M. My Mom, Nyla's parents,
Nyla's sister, Vernette and her fiance Stanford Fluckiger (who were married that day)
accompanied us. We left Ronell and Terry Lynn

the nursery and because there
couples that were going to be married that day,
we didn't get to see them again until 4 P.M. It H
was a very special time when they were brought
into the sealing room dressed in their white '4/
clothes. After we left the temple we went to a M
restaurant and ate. Everyone was so tired but -^ /
very thankful for a very special day. We were -^ /
sealed by George G. Nelson. After 2 years of
marriage I sold my cows and moved to Eden
valley, Wyoming where 1 ran a big dairy for a
few months. We then moved to Salt Lake where 1 worked for Paulson Construction as a

laborer. We moved back to Bedford and worked at the Swiss Cheese factory at Thayne and
helped my brother Clayton on the ranch, (that he bought from Mom and Dad). Kal was
born while we were living here on May 6, 1959. We then moved back to Salt Lake where 1
worked as an oiler on a crane and then as a mobile crane operator. While working on the
crcuie, 1worked on temple square in Salt Lake, where among other things; we tore down the
old annex building to the temple. This was sometime in the early '60s because it was while I
was working on temple square that our son Randal was born Mar.l 1961. 1 did a lot of work
on the information center that sets in the northwest corner of temple square. 1 was
operating the crane when the statue of Christ was set in the information center. While
working as a crane operator the "Eagle Gate" east of the Salt Lake temple was replaced and 1

• •" fw
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set up the new one. I also worked on the granite vaults that the cliurch owns, up Little
Cottonwood Canyon. These vaults are where churcli records are stored. 1worked as an iron
worker for a couple of years. I did a lot of work on the current freeways while 1 was an
ironworker. Of course, all these years I was training horses and roping after work. We
moved back to Bedford in1964 where Nyla and the kids lived while 1tried calf roping in the
PRCA (Professional Rodeo Cowboy Assn.) for a year. Our son lee was born at this time.
Nov,91965.1 then moved to Vernon, Utah in the winter of 1965 to work on a horse ranch for
McFarland and Hullinger wliere 1 trained and showed horses. Nyla and tlie kids moved to
Vernon about March of '1966. We lived in a little single wide trailer with 5 kids. V\^iile there
I showed one of their stallions "Cactus Comet", a triple A race horse, to within one point of
being the first ever Supreme AQHA champion. About 3 years later we moved to Layton,
Utah where 1leased an arena and began training on my own. While training there I won the
reining, roping and sportsmansiiip award at the International Appaloosa ShovA' in Salem
Oregon. After another 3 or 4 years we moved to Draper, Utah where 1 trained and showed
horse's out of Carter Farms. While at Carter Farms I made 21 AQi^A (American Quarter
Horse Assn) champions. 1 also trained a horse, called Little Town, an AQHA Supreme
Champion. While working at Carter Farms, a Mister Anderson came and asked if I v\'ould
be interested in putting a horse program together for Robert Redford (a well known movie
star at the time) 1 met with Mister Redford,

trained fbr the pubUc aga^ for about
worked at Willie Nelson's arena. It was

while we were living here that I got rheumatoid arthritis and was unable to ride the horses.
1started training dogs because I could set on a chair in the middle of the arena and work the
dogs around me. After I was able to get my arthritis under control, we moved back to
Draper Utah where 1 managed the Blue Sky Arena and b-ained for the public. In 1991 we
bought property in Herriman Utah and built a house on an acre of ground. After BlueSky
Ranch was sold I worked out of an arena in South Jordon Utah. While working there I met
Neil Richardson who wanted me to train his horses and boys to rope. He owned property
in Heber City Utah and we moved there to help him and his family. After his boys left for
their missions I started training for the public again in Lehi Utah at Clementine Farms. We
did not move from Heber City. During my years as a trainer I helped get the IRHA
(Intermountain Reining Horse Assn.) and the NRHA (National Reining Horse Assn.) started
in Utah. I have also trained many of the lop trainers in Utah. Over the years 1 have won

'id

A Branch of The Skinner Family Tree Page 93



Chapter 11
John & Jane Skinner Family

Joseph Alma & Catherine Maryetta Skinner
Edward & Jane Skinner

Noel Skinner & Nyla Hyde

many belt buckles, h-ophies and a total of 26 saddles. This year, 2007, my stallion won the
open reining, limited open reining and was 3rd in the intermediate. He won the year end
award saddle in the open reining. It took me a few years to become fully active in the
church because 1 liked to go roping instead of going to church. There has always been a
great need for missionary work in the horse world and for years, since I started doing
horsemanship and reining and roping clinics, I have tried to live my life so I would be a
good example to everyone. I have seen people change their lives because of the way I have
lived or something 1 have said. 1 have received letters from people thanking me for the
example I have been. We have been to the temple with some of my clients who have
changed their lives. Winning the saddles and buckles and trophies is great but it doesn't
compare to the feelings of seeing someone change their life for the better. Some of the
injuries and illnesses I've had in my life are: yellow jaundice, had my tonsils out, broken arm
(fell off horse), torn ligaments in knee and ankle (while cow cutting), broken ankle (while
trying to stop a horse), rheumatoid arthritis, ruptured colon (4 surgeries) cataract surgery
(both eyes). Malignant sores in mouth (which are now gone), ankle surgery. Some of my
church callings: Home teacher, young men's presidency. Elders Quorum President, Sunday
School President, stake Sunday School President, Branch President, Provo temple Worker,
High Priests Group Assistant, 2 different times High Priest Group Leader, served on 3
different High Councils. When 1 was young I had a very bad habit of swearing. I tried to
overcome this for quite a while but it wasn't until I would say a prayer every time 1 swore
and told Heavenly Father I was sorry and to please help me, that I was able to quit. I also
had to overcome having a bad temper. I want to leave my testimony here so everyone who
reads this will know how I feel. I know the Church of Jesus Christ is the only true church on
this earth. I know Joseph Smith is a prophet of God. I know Pres. Hinckley is our living
prophet today. I'm thankful for the priesthood I hold and for all the many blessings we and
our families have received here on this earth. I know there is life after death because after

Clayton passed away he came to me in the spirit and told me he was healthy and happy.
When I was the Elders Quorum President I had been fasting and praying about organizing
the Quorum. I was carried away in the spirit and got a glimpse of what Heaven is like and
that hell was very dark. As I was looked towards this darkness a voice said to me, "Don't go
over there, I still need you here on Earth." 1love our Heavenly Father and acknowledge His
hand in all things. 1 love our lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I know He is at the head of his
church. I'm thankful for the atonement and for the gift of repentance and the resurrection.
I'm thankful for the scriptures and the channel of prayer. I'm thankful for our lives here on
this earth. I know all these things are real and true. It is my prayer that we can make it to
the Celestial Kingdom together. Noel Skinner January 24, 2008
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I Nyla Hyde Skinner, was born 21 November 1937 in Auburn,
Wyo. Someof my first memories are of playing with cousins who
lived nearby and going to my Grandparent's house. Our family
moved to California for a short time when I was about three or
four years old. 1remember a few things about living in California.

^ truck that would come by selling cookies, ringing a
bell (sort of like the ice cream trucks we have today). My sister,

• Vernette, and 1would run get a penny from our Mom and get two
;IB cookies. Also while in California we had a dog house that we

played in. One day while we were sweeping it out with our little
brooms a big turkey came to the door and scared us to death. He
wanted to get in and we were screaming and hitting him with our

brooms. He never did get in but it seemed like a very long time before our Mother heard us
and came to our rescue. After we moved back to Auburn we had some playmates that lived
just across the road from our Grandparents. One day Vernette and 1went to play with them
but no one was home so we went in (in those days people didn't have to lock their doors,
unless you had my sister and me for neighbors). We found some white shoe polish and
painted their shiny red kitchen table and chairs with the shoe polish. We never did admit
that we did it. We told everyone that it was our cousin. When 1 was about 5 vears old we
moved to Etna, Wyo. where my Dad had a job with the power and light company. 1started
school in Etna. There was no kindergarten in those days or no pre-school so my first school
experience was first grade. My parents had Vernette wait and start school when 1did so we
were in the same grade all through school. Our recess games were jump rope, jacks,
marbles, softball, and etc. My family lived about a mile from the main road so in order to
catch the bus we either had to walk or my Dad would drive us. The first bus we had was not
a bus at all but a pickup h-uck with some kind of canvas top over the bed of the truck. It had
planks running the length of the bed of the truck on both sides and one down the-middle. It
wasn't so bad in the spring and fall but it was so cold in the winter we almost couldn't stand
the 7 mile ride to the school. By the time we got there we were almost frozen. While living
in Etna we spent a lot of time fisliing with my Dad, mostly in a rubber boat or a metal row
boat. It was quite an interesting experience when Dad taught Vernette and 1 to row the
boat. I had one oar and she had the other and we spent a lot of time going in circles with a
frustrated Father. After a several times of rowing we got pretty good at making the boat go
where our dad wanted it to go. We sometimes hung out the back or onto the sides of the
boat and floated along in the water. Good times! The only broken bones 1 ever had was
when 1was in second grade. Vernette and 1were jumping over each other on the couch and
our Dad told us to stop but we said,' just one more time and sure enough I broke my arm.
We spent a lot of time roaming the hills behind our house. In the winter we had lots of hills
to sleigh ride on. Vemette and I sliared a used bicycle someone had given us. She, being a
little older and a little bigger would pedal the bike and I would ride on the handle bars. We
would go with our Mom to pick chokecherries and service berries then go home and make
jelly. Iji those days we had 8th grade graduation and I was valedictorian of our class. There
was no middle school or junior high so we went right into high school. In order to earn
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money for clothes for high school Vernette, I and usually a couple of friends went to
Blackfoot, Idaho where an uncle and aunt lived. We would stay with them for acouple o
weeks and pick up potatoes and put them in the burlap sacks. Another year we went to
Bear Lake and picked raspberries. We had to pick them early before it got warrn outside so
we had our afternoons to play in the lake. Hard work but fun. When 1was 12 or 13 vve
moved to Bedford, WYO, where my Dad worked at the power plant up Strawber '̂- Ihe
first time Isaw Noel he was giving atalk in Sacrament meeting which was being held at the
school because the church had burned. One night after mutual he asked if he could take me
home and 1thought he was teasing so I just ducked my head and ran out of the schoo
(beine used as achurch). Not long after that he had his sister call and ask if 1would go to
the movie with him. We conrinued dating from then on. We went to a lot and
dances at the Valleon in Afton, in those days the mutual would have stake "Gold and Green
balls and the mutual kids would dance in the floor shows. We danced in V^
were also in one of the road shows. Noel sang "It Is No Secret What God Can do . While in
high school I was a member of the Pep-Stars, the secretary of the freshman ^ass and
secretary of a service club. 1liked school and was a good student, mostly As and Bs.
didn't graduate from high school because aIgot married when Iwas 16 years old t'ut when
Iwas in my 50s 1got my GED. In 1953 1participated in achurch wide dance festival held at
the University of Utah football field in Salt Lake City. 1danced in the all girls dance
Hundreds of girls were on the field at once and it was so exciting and spiritual. Noel and 1
were married 31 March at my parent's house in Bedford. In 1956 we were sealed in the
Logan Temple. All the places we've lived are in Noel's history so 1won't repeat it here. 1
was blessed to be able to stay home and raise our children. I never worked outside the
home until all our children were raised. 1only went to work then because Noel got arthritis
so bad that he was unable to work for awhile. 1worked as aseamstress making doll clothes
for about 7 years and then went to work for the Salt Lake County as a shelver in the
libraries. 1worked there until 2001. I loved both jobs because two of my favorite things to
do are sewing/quilting and reading. Ireceived my first church calling when 1was 17 as a
primary teacher and have had a church calling almost continually since. 1have been a
visiting teacher, primary teacher, Sunday school teacher, sports director, counselor in the
Relief Society, Relief Societ)' President, Primar>' President 2 times, nursery leader, and
worker at the Provo Temple. I remember the day the announcement came over the radio
that all worthy males (including blacks) could now hold the priesthood. We were living in
Spanish Fork UT and Iwas driving to the church to help get ready for aRelief Societ>' part>'
when the announcement came over the radio. 1remember being so excited to get to the
church to tell the ladies about it. When we moved to Spanish Fork, Noel was working for
Robert Redford, who owned Sundance Ski Resort so we would be able to ski for free. One
night the family gets together and goes up to Sundance to ski. Iwas 40 years old at the time
and had never skied before so I wasn't too happy with this plan. One of the ski instructors
was there to show us some basic things like how to turn, stop, and get on and off the chair
lift. He then had us practice on a little slope, and then he said he thought everyone was
ready. He then looks at me and says," except you, but the snow is soft so you won't get hurt
too bad." He was right, Iwasn't ready but 1didn't get hurt too bad. Iwas down more than
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was up. I jumped out of the chair lift because I didn't make it off the chair lift at the half
way point and everyone else did and 1wasn'tabout to go to the topand try to come off the
top of that mountain by myself. 1started down the hill and fell but I fell in such a way that
my rearend landed on the back of my skis so I kept going downwith no way tostopand no
way to turn. As I passed family members there was more laughing than helping. Needless
to say it was not a wonderful experience. Afriend and I did take lessons and I did get to the
point that 1enjoyed skiing (a little bit). I have to mention my life as a farmer. I never wanted
to be a fanner but somewhere around 1971 or 72 we either bought Noel's folks farm or we
were renting it but either way we were farming it. We were living in Salt Lake at the time
and because Noel had a full time job it was left for our oldest son Ronell and I to do the
faming (later the other boys helped). 1 hadn't ever run a tractor or any of the other
machinery so Noel's Dad went to the field with me that first morning to teach me how to
plow. After a few trips around the field I gotso I could startand stop and turn soGrandpa
got off the tractor to watchme do it on my own and I pulled the wrong leverand almostran
over him. He was very kind about it. Didn't yell at me or anything. 1did get so I could
plow, disc, level, drill, cut the hay, bail the hay, haul the hay, stack the hay and haul the
grain to the feed store after it was combined. Lee (our youngest son) was about 2 years old
when I started farming. We would go to the storeand buy a little sack of penny candy and
he would ride on the tractor with me. Sometimes sleeping on the tractor seat or helping me
drive. I've drilled his jacket (that drill really cuts), I've been shocked by the electric fence
(crawling under with the tool box to fix a flat tire), got the swather high centered in a
'deeper than I thought little dip because I was taking a short cut to another field, run off the
end of a little bridge with a dump truck full of grain, turned too sharp and had the big
wooden leveler come up over the back tractor tire and every time 1 got myself in trouble
there was always a kind neighbor to help out and most of all 1 could never have done all
the things I did without the Lord's help. One year I had finished everything I needed to do
but one last field of grain to drill and then I could go home to Salt Lake and my family. 1
had been gone a little over 2 weeks and I was anxious to be home. The next morning 1got
up to finish the last field and it was cloudy and very stormy looking. I hurried over to the
field to see if I could get finished before the storm hit because you can't plant grain if the
ground is wet. All the way to the field I'm telling Heavenly Father that I have to get
finished and get home to my family and would He please let me get finished before it
stormed. I got part of the field done before the storm got there but it wasn't stormingwhere
I was drilling. As I went around the field the ground was wet where I had drilled but was
dry where I still needed to drill. As 1 finished the last bit of drilling the storm closed in and
rained on me all the way home and the rest of the day but 1was able to go home. One fun

^ thing I have done this summer, something I have always wanted to do, was go on a hot air
balloon ride. One of the ladies that I go visiting teaching to, went with me and two other
friends. She is 81 years old and I am 70 years old. At the time I am writing this, 25 July
2008, we are living in Heber City, UT. I spend my days quilting, watering the lawn,
mowing the lawn, tending grandchildren, going to the temple, cooking, cleaning, running
errands, etc. My parents are Eldon Daizel Hyde and Rena Hyde (Hyde is her maiden

/•S
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nanie). I am the 4th of 10 children and the mother of 5 children - Ronell, Terry Lyi"ui, Kal
Nolan, Randal and Lee, 22 grandchildren and 19 great grandcliildren.
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Relda Skinner & Peter Nielsen & Bob Reid

• v.:. : Relda Skinner wns bom on 9 May1937. Leland said she was

' cutest thing he had ever seen. Burnis thinks she neverchanged. Following High School at Star Valley High she left
mF^ to continue her education at University of Utah. It was
®JnB during this time that she met Peter LaMont Nielsen. His

parents were Anton LaMont Nielsen and Carrie Evelyn

p He quickly swept heroffher feet and they were
I'riarried in the Idalio Falls Temple. Thatsummer they moved
to and lived in San Francisco California. Then back to Utah in

where Peter continued his education in Medicine.

MK' Peter then enlisted in the Air Force in order to continue his

mS ,^ education in the medical field. He began his career as a
T^r W Pediatrician. He later moved into Psychiatr\'. Relda went

back the University and obtained her degree on 14 Jul 1991.
5 children Sherrie, Linda, Bradley, Valerie, Scott and Greg.

Peter was born 9 Aug 1930 and passed away on 3 Apr 1992. Relda later married Bob Reid
and continued to live in Utah.
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Nounan, Bear Lake County, Idaho. Her parents are Joseph
Alma Skinnei" Sr. and Catherine Maryetta Hunter. Mary was
the second daughter born to this union. Margaret was a
happy little child and when the time came for the family to
leave Nounan and move to Bedford, Wyoming, much
excitement entered their lives as they prepared to go. Her
mother had an infant son die when Margaret was about two
years old. Margaret grew up in Bedford, enjoying the life of
any pioneer girl, helping out her mother, as was a
requirement in those days, as life then was quite laborious.
She had a genuine love for her brothers and sisters. This was
especially true of the times when she had younger Siblings to
nurture. She attended school at Bedford and was active in

the Church. Margaret fell in love and married Samuel B.
Walton. Laufawn tells of when she would go stay with Margaret every opportunity she
had. Slie loved her older sister so much that she wanted to be with her all the time. In

quoting from LauFawn's history concerning Margaret, "As a child she was a joy to her
family and a specially sought companion. When her sister Margaret Ellen's (Marge)
husband was away from home, it was LauFawn that she asked to stay with her. "Wlien
Margaret (Marge) Walton, (Samuel B.) had her third child, LauFawn was there helping
taking care of the baby and the two other children, Emma and Wendell. She was also at her
sisters side when Wendell was born and always considered him her baby because she was
the first one to hold him right after his birth. LauFawn was always very close to those
children, especially Wendell. These children became almost as special and precious as her
own children would be one day. When the baby Margaret Ellen Skinner (Wanda) was just 2
weeks old. Marge passed away due to complications after childbirth. They didn't have
many doctors at that time, especially to deliver children. They were usually assisted by a
inidwife, which Grandmother Skiiiner did also. It was a sad time for her family at this time,
She was so young and vibrant. It was especially sad for her young little family. Margaret
died a week before her 25th birthday, 1December 1922 at Afton, Wyoming. She was
endowed 15 Sept. 1927.
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Osv\'ald Harold Skinner, affectionately known as "Buck" was born 9
May 1900 at Nounan, Bear Lake, Idaho to Catherine Mar)'etta

^ " i Hunter and joseph Alma Skinner Sr. While he was still an infant
h ^ tlie family moved to Bedford, Wyoming where Buck spent his
f youth. He was taught to work at an early age. The Skinners are
[r ^ -s-known to work hard and play hard. He did not know of the

luxuries that people have now. Tliey carried water, bathed in a
galvaiiized tub, got wood out for heating and cooking purposes and
read by kerosene lights. He grew up in a family of nine children,
five brothers and four sisters and a nephew wliose mother had died

made his home with them. He grew up at Bedford where they farmed and milked cows. Tlie
school years were limited to the 8^^ gradedue to the circumstances of that time and limited to
financial means. He had tohelp his dad in the canyon cutting logs for the local saw mills; they
also cut wood for the school and creameries. He was real good on a cross cut saw and with an
axe. He had to stay out ofschool at times to help with the loggijig and wood cutting. In his
early years he herded sheep because his dad always had them. He also learned to shear sheep
with hand clippers. Heand his Dad worked at Bill Roos shearing Corrals inStump Creek in
IdaJio. He was agood shearer and ^in agood days f

Montana, California, Australia and New Zealand.

intermountain west. When he was about twenty-
one, he started working for the U. S. Forest Service zz.:.
on insect contiol. He worked on the road crew and
then as a cook. Buck was known for hiscooking ability and his sister-in-laws, Nellie and Zelda
Skinner said tliat his corn hitters, sourdough bread and biscuits were out of this world. He
was good to help around die house. He helped get logs out for his parent's home. He worked
at Sage Valley Ranch, west and sought of Fairview for Oz Tolman. Wliile working here,
Howard's little white mare broke her leg and they had to shoot her. Buck bought a little blue
pony and brought her home and gave her to him. He was so very good to his Father and
Mother. He would buy things for them that they couldn't afford. One special time he bought
them a couch. If anyone needed help. Buck was always right there with his assistance. He
helped a lot of people and worked in a lot of places. Buck built an additional to the Leland
Skinner home and was loved and mimicked by Leland's three oldest children. Today, Uncle
Buck is one of their special memories. He loved children and was loved in return. Wendell
Walton remembers after his mother died when he was about 6 years old. Uncle Buck made
liim a special birthday cake. Buck loved to tease and Leland remembers him bringing presents
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when he had been away and giving them to him and then taking them back to hear him cry,
and coax for them. It seemed to Leland and Howard that Buck was always going and coming.
He loved to hunt and fish, he was a real good fisherman and when hunting for Elk with Ms
dad and brothers George and Edward and C.D. Bleazard, he killed a Bull Elk at the age of 10.
His brother Howard remembers hunting with Buck and his love for hunting. He loved to
dance. He was known for his ability as a dancer. He was always one of the best dressed guys
on the dance floor. He always wore tailor make shirts and pants. Nellie and Z elda rememl^ers
Buck by his beautiful clothes, especially the gabardine shirts and beautiful tielt buckles. He
worked on Palisade Dam in Swan Valley. He also worked in Salt Lake City, Boise, and in the
Rigby area where he was happy to associate with liis nephew Dean Skuiner to whom he was
very close. He met Katie Smitliies and they were married July 29,1963 at Dubois, Idaho. After
their marriage, he worked for the Rigby Cattleman's Association at Spencer where they always
made family and friends welcome anytime of the day or night. When Uncle Buck manied
Aunt Kate, one of tlie fringe benefits he received was the family he never had. In the years
since they were together we have never l^een able to decide if they gave Uncle Buck tlie most
love or if he loved them most. He referred to them and their children as "our kids and

grandkids". 1have never heard him called anything but papa or grandpa. 1have never seen a
more loving or giving family. 1 reniember Wendell's father asking him one day, "Wliat kind of
a wife did Buck Get?" Wendell's answer was "She is the best thing that ever happened to him".
We all feel the same way. Aunt Kate is really a choice person. An example of their love for
their "papa" - in 1969 Nona, Deon, Rhea and Martha drove lo a little town in Utah called
Jer4ico to be w3ith liim on his birthday. This was Buck's last big shearing job. However, this
didn't end his sheariiig career. He still sheared sheep for jieighbors and friends until he was 77
years old. The grandkids remember

herding in^Osgood spending weekends

that looked like PRUD. Earl asked whatis^^eant and his grandpa said '̂bread"^^-

road was in ver)' bad shape and Aunt wu' - " - - "
Kate got scared and got out of the car
ciying. Uncle Buck got out ajid put his -
arms around her and comforted her and • ' •

persuaded her to get back in the car. He
was quite amused when little Richard said "if you would just spank her grandpa she would
straighten out. Uncle Buck loved kids. He always kept jelly t^eeuis around for the grandkids, in

i
i
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time he became known as the jelly bean grandpa. He always planted large gardens which
were shared with anyone who happened to come along. He liked flowers; the kids always
gave him rose bushes, flowers, trees and plants for birthdays and Father's Day. He must have

M had a green thumb the way they grew. He was very thoughtful of Aimt Kate, he always
J treated her with respect and kindness. After their marriage she always went with him when he

went away from home to work, they lived in their trailer home. Aimt Kate has told many
times of the fun they had on these trips. The girls also tell of the many things he did for their
Mother and of the many places he had taken her. The girls have told me of the fun himting

^ trips that hey have had with him. Ofwalking through the snow as they himted and ofhow he
always cut each of them a Qiristmas tree and told them exactly where it would look best in
their homes. He was a very handy man at carpenter work and all of the girls homes have been
blessed with the special handmade treasures he made for them.

I

)
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Cathern LuVarn Skinner was born 14 January 1904 at
Bedford, Pinta County, Wyoming (In 1911 the county was

is known as Lincoln Coimty) to Joseph Alma
Cathern Maryretta Hunter Skinner. She was the second

child born to this couple in Bedford, she had dark brown hair,
freckles, and brown eyes.
I was bom in the log house on the farm, purchased by my
parents' one mile North of Bedford township. Times were
hard in those days. Each family had to make tlieir clothes and
raise all their food. There were no doctors, there were just
midwives to help with births and other illnesses. I was a very

active child; I could walk by myself at nine months. In December 1905,1 came down with a
high fever, sore throat andwent paralyzed in my right leg from my hipdown. After several
days in which my fever couldn't be broke, I was taken by my parents to Montpelier, Idaho
to Dr. Proctor. We stayed with my mother's sister, Margarett and John Quale Hone. They
packed my leg with hot towels for many days. They did not know the name of the disease
at this time. Wlien the fever left, my leg wasn't any better, I was still paralyzed with very
little blood circulation. Later in my life, I was told by Dr. Belnap of Nampa, Idaho it was
infantile paralysis. By much faith and prayer by my parents and Grandfather, David P.
Hunter, I was blessed by the power ofthe Priestliood andwas able to gohome again. Later,
I was taken to Dr. Cackle ofSoda Springs Idaho, and he taught my parents how tomassage
the muscles of my leg, after anhour of hot packs, which was done three times a day. At the
age of six years I was able to start to walk again. It took much patience and care by my
parents and brothers and sisters to put up with me, as I was in pain most of the time, but
slowly I was able to walk and start school. In the fall of 1911,1 was taught to use my hands
and mind, to do many things to entertain myself, because I was in so much pain when I
would get around. My sisters. Maty, and Marjorie were so good to me. Mother and Dad
did so many things until I was really able to walk by myself. Then I had to get along just
like everyone else, and take my share ofthe work at home and on the farm. As I grew and
the life and growth came into my legs, I thank God many times for pain, because it showed
that lifewas there and I wanted to be so like Lu Yam Skimier the other children, to run and
play. After my oldest sister got married, I used to spend much time in her home at
Montpelier, Idaho until they moved away. I graduated from the eighth grade and went one
semester to high school. In 1921 my mother had a stroke and was in bed for several weeks.
I had to quit school and go home to keep care for her and do the house work, while my
sister LaFawn and brother Howard went to grade school. After mother was able to be
around again, and do her house work , then I started to do house work for others. This
added to my life very much, by learning the ways ofother people, and teaching them easier
ways of doing their work. I also learned to get along withother people and could meet the
public better. The City of Afton at this time was the only town in Star Valley that had
electricity and water piped into their homes. Afton was built there and was the shopping
center of the Valley. There was always a job around the seasons in the Valley. We said, ok
we have July and winter because it was the only month we didn't have frost then. At this

A Branch of The Skinner Family Tree Page 104



Chapter 12
John & Jane Skinner Family

' Joseph Alma & Catherine MaryettaSkinner
Cathem Lavam Skinner & Zenos Thompson

) time of life, house work wages were $2.50 a week. In April 1923 I went to Nampa Idaho to
stay with my sister Mary, as she was expecting a new baby, and had an invalid son to care

^ for. This was an exciting time for me and a very good education, learning of many new
^ things, a different way of living in the city. A different climate, where lots of fruit was

^ grown. An electric car that traveled by rail from Nampa to Boise, Idaho. When Mary got
over her illness, I again went to work for other people in their homes. In July, I went to
work in Grays Orchard, thinning apples on trees, and then worked in the packing house

^ picking prunes and apples till October. Our wages were $2.50 a day and transportation. I
N started doing house work again, and home nursing under the direction of the Red Cross

nurse and a school nurse. In some, when they had contagious diseases, which really added
to my education of caring for the sick. My wages were $6.00 a week. Here I met Zenos
Thompson of Mapleton, Utah. We were married 17 August 1924 at Nampa, Canyon
County, Idaho. Our first home was at Baker City Oregon, where he worked at the Lewis
Fuel Yard at Stoddard Saw Mill. Here, our first two children were bom, Russell March
1926, and Roland 1928, Roland only lived a few hours and was buried in Baker City
Cemetery. We bought our own home at 318 South Third East and it was here, Zenos and I
became active in the Church again. 1929 was when the Depression really started, and so
many logging jobs were cut down. So, the miUs and wood yard had to lay off workers. The
income then was $15.00 a week. Zenos lost his job, so we sold our home and moved to
Medford, Oregon, where Zenos' twin brother, Zera and family lived. We arrived in
Medford April 1929. In two weeks Zenos landed a job with a construction company,
building a cold storage warehouse to store the fall fruit harvest. My health was bad, as I
was expecting my third child. Zenos was inspired to take me to a Dr. Belnap in Nampa, if I
were to be able to carry my child the rest of my pregnancy. We arrived the middle of
August 1929. In a week or so Zenos found a farm job on a ranch with living quarters. So we
moved to the J. T. Long Ranch in the Happy Valley Districtand Runa Ward. Our third son.
Alma, was bom 25 October 1929 at the Sacred Heart Hospital in Nampa, Canyon County,
Idaho. I had blood poisoning and phlebitis after his birth and was in the hospital for 30
days. My mother came and took our baby Alma home, and kept house for Zenos and the
two boys imtil I was able to sit up in a chair all day, which we appreciated very much. In
July 1930 Zenos took suddenly ill and had to be operated on. He had a hemia fixed, and
appendix removed. After he left the hospital he was not able to work. My brothers, Joseph
and Ted Skinner, came and took us to Star Valley to live with my folks until Zenos was able
to work again. We stayed there farming and feeding cattle, logging, and some forest work
while we were in Wyoming. In April 1931, we came to Blackfoot, Idaho and lived with
Zenos' brother Jess for 6 weeks before we were able to get work. They were so kind to us.
Our first job was on a farm with Claud and LaCrand Stewart in the McDonaldvilieSchool
District, Groveland Ward. Here is where our children started school. Zenos worked on
farms in the summer, W.P.A. in the winter, when there was work for the men. When Zenos
didn't have work in the winter of 1935-37,1 worked on the school hot lunches at Groveland
and McDonaldvilie school. In August 1937 Zenos got an irrigation job on the J.H. Augustine
Cattle Pasture Ranch at Moreland, Idaho. The boys continued school here until December
1941. So we went to work on the Edger Saunders ranch, doing farm work. We contracted to

)
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raise their sugar beets that summer. When the harvest was over on the 25th of November
1942, we moved to Blackfoot, Idaho, at 308 South Shillings. On December 1,1942 Zenos
went to work as a section hand for the Union Pacific Railroad. In June 1943 Russell enlisted
in the U.S. Navy, World War 2. In 1944, Russell went aboard an escort Destroyer in the
Atlantic Ocean and was discharged in 1946. This was the same year Zenos passed the
examination for section foreman for the railroad. Meanwhile, we bought our presenthome
at 416 South, Main Street. Zenos was relief foreman at Firth, Shelley, Mackay and Blackfoot.
In 1947, he was assigned to BigSprings, Idaho as section foreman. We lived in Island Park
until October 1947, then went out as relief foreman again at Drumand, Tremonton, Menas
and Mackey. Our son, Akna and his wife worked for us in Big Springs, Idaho, In March
1948, we were assigned to theSerris Grande Section on the desert out by the Big Butte. Our
water was brought to us by a railroad water can, and put in a cistern. We were snowed in
for six weeks in1949 or1950, and no trains were able toget through. Ouronly contact with
outside was byphone. Ournext move was to lona, Idaho December 31,1950. InMay 1954,
my parents, Joseph A. and Cathern M.H. Skinner came to live with us. They were both in
very poor health and stayed with us until Fathers death. Father died in January 1956 and
Mother died in November 1957. In September 1960 the lona section was cut off and we
moved to Dillon, Montana and stayed there until Zenos' retirement June 2,1962. Then we
came back toourhome in Blackfoot, 2"^^ Ward L.D.S. Church. InJuly 1969, wewere married
in the IdahoFalls L.D.S. Temple for Time and Eternity. Later, we had our children sealed to
us. I have always been active in the L.D.S. Church. Back in 1916 in the Bedford Ward, Star
Valley Stake, I was teacher for the 2nd group of girls and Seagull girl leader in Primary,
Assistant Secretary inSunday School, Sec. in Religion Class and sang in the Ward Choir. In
1932-34 we lived in the Nampa Ward, Boise Ward, I sangin the Ward Choir and was active
in M.I.A., Beehive work. In 1925, in Baker City, Oregon, LeGrand Stake, Trail Builder
teacher. Relief Society Visiting Teacher. In 1929 in Medford Pre., North Western Mission,
we had a Branch organization. We held Sacrament meeting. Relief Society and home
Primaries there. I was called to teach the Theology Zenos &Lu Yam Thompson lessons. We
left in August 1929 and moved to the Groveland Ward, Blackfoot Stake, McDonaldvilie
Branch Primary, 1934 Seagull teacher and Trail Builder teacher. Relief Society teacher,
helped with Church welfare sewing and food canning and sang with the Relief Society
Singing Mothers. In 1937 Moreland Ward, Blackfoot Stake, I was teacher to the Trail
Builders, Relief Society teacher. Work Counselor for the Church Welfare (canning, sewing,
and quilting) and learned Tender-foot Scout work. 1942 to 1947, still in the Blackfoot 2nd
Ward, I was Trail Builder teacher. Relief Society Teacher, Sunday School teacher, quilted
and sewed for Church Welfare, 4-H Leader and worked with the Red Cross folding
bandages and sewing. 195 I to 1960 lona Ward, Idaho Falls Stake, I was Blazer teacher.
Primary and Relief Society Visiting teacher. Relief Society, Ward Director, Guide Patrol,
teacher. Registered Scout 2nd Class instructor, Teton Peak Council, Boy Scouts of America
Troop 24. I served as Guide Patrol Stake Leader on the East Idaho Fcdls Stake Board January
1969 to September 1969. From 1962 to present in the Blackfoot 2nd Ward, Blackfoot South
Stake, I served as Relief Society Work Director, Primary Trecker Teacher, Second Counselor
in the Primary and Primary President 1964-5, Cub Scout Leader 1965-1968 and received my
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) 30 year pin for Primary Service. I am also a member of the D.U.P. Relief Society Teacher
^ and Ward Magazine Representative. I served asTreasurer, Secretary, and Researcher of the

David Pattern Hunter family Genealogy Society from Aug, 1938-1965. In 1948 at Highland
Park, Idaho Falls Idaho, organized John and Jane Smith Skinner FamilyGenealogy Group. I
was Secretary for 13 years. The purpose was to get a complete record of this family. My
books were turned over to family.

:>
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On July 13, 1907, the Lord sent LauFawn Skinner from her
aHffilHjM heavenly existence to an earthly home inBedford, Wyoming, witli

earthly parents, Cathern Mary Etta Hunter and Joseph Alma
Skinner, the 12th child in a family of 14 children. The process of
birth did not diminish LauFawn's special light and live. As a child
she was a joy to her family and a specially sought companion.
When her sister Marge's husband was away from home, it was
LauFawn that she asked to stay with her. When her mother

jdHBH needed help in preparing the dead for burial, for there were no
funeral homes in those days, it was LauFawn that she asked for.

And, when her father went to the fields, or on cattle drives or even to milk the cows, LauFawn
was generally always at his side. As she grew to maturity, LauFawn's special love for children
also grew. Her sister Marge's children became almost as special and precious as her own
would be one day. When LauFawn was seventeen, she went to a Saturday night dance at the
Bedford church where BrotherTed introduced her to Paul Merritt. Their courtship began that
night. During the winter Paul trapped in the Grays Riverarea. He caught coyote, martin and
weasel and earned the considerablesum of $3.00 per day. He moved from a mule to a ModelT
Ford and every two weeks he would come to see LauFawn. One year later Paul rode a mule
over 35 miles to the town of Afton, Wyoming where he obtained a marriage license. LauFawn
frequently chuckled remembering that Paul rode that mule from Alpine to Afton, and on the
outskirts of town, made Ted let him ride the horse because he was too embarrassed to ride

through town on a mule. Paul and LauFawnwere married at Etna,Wyomingon May18,1925.
Their marriage was later solerrmized in the Idaho Falls Temple on March 25,1947. The early
years of their marriage were characterized by hardship and trial, that marked many people's
lives during those years, but LauFawn never lost the spirit and light that meant so much to
those around her. They lived first in a one room log house at Etna and later they moved to
South Dakota where they worked with bees. Pauline and James were bom in South Dakota. In
1932 they moved back to Etna,where they farmed, worked for the ForestService and any other
jobs that would help earn a living during those difficult depressions years. During this time
Jack and Vemon were bom. Marjorie and Virginia also joined the family while they lied in
Etna. Life was not easy for LauFawn, but just as the Lord knew that she would, she made her
home a sanctuary of peace and solitude of love and happiness. Her days were long and her
chores ere many. She milked cows, planted and cared for her garden, tended chickens and
even drove school buses. But she was never too busy for the children who clustered around
her. She wasa patient teacher and treasured companion. Thehomes she lived in graced with
love in every physical form. LauFawn filled them with her handiwork, quilts, embroidery
work and other symbols of her busy hands and her warm heart. Frequently alone, while Paul
was logging, she showered time on her children. Theystill remember sleigh rides, firecrackers
and ball games, as well as many nature hikes. Sheso loved the beautiful outdoors and taught
her children to appreciate the beauties of nature. Paul also remembers her faithful devotion,
the longhours she spent with him. The trips she tookwith him whenever she could.1945 they
moved to Idaho Falls where Nancy was bom. In 1950 they moved once again to Milo,
returning to Idaho Falls the following year, residing on West 15th St. In 1951 LauFawn
welcomed her first grandchild into the world. He grandchildren have fond and warm
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) memories of their grandmother, someone who was never too busy to love them; make them
'^) clothes or4 bake them something yummy to eat. In 1954 Paul and LauFawn moved to

Blackfoot where they operated the Blackfoot Motel. They lived there for sixteen years. In
^ December of 1970, they moved from the motel to a lovelyhome on DeweyStreet in Blackfoot.

^ After 47 years together Paul and LauFawn finally had time to travel together, fish, hunt for
rock and enjoy each other. LauFawn was active in church affairs. Beginningwith a chorister's
position at the age of twelve, LauFawn filled many church capacities including MIA President,

^ Primary and Simday School Teacher, Visiting Teacher, Work Director inthe Relief Society and
choir member. She also served her commiuiity and participated in cancer drives and March of
Dimes. She was a good home maker. Her children recall her favorite saying "If you don't get
the comers clean, the house isn't clean." LauFawn was a joy, her character bubbled with a
brilliance that seemed to challenge life. Just being aroimd her gave you courage. LauFawn
had such great strength. Shefought for the things she believed in. She had a diligence of spirit
that could not be broken by heartache, or disaster or disease.

)

)
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i Howard Skinner and wife Nellie LaNeve Wright Howard
Jjlljtfllt Skinner was born April 16, 1911 in Bedford, Wyoming to

mfr Catherine and Joseph A. Skinner, Sr. In those days everyone
r; -^6? had to work hard, so at the age of five, he was driving a three

horse team on the farm. He worked in the canyon with his
father and brothers for many years, timber work seemed to be

|H his interest, as he tried rmining his father's farm and Roscoe
:'|H Titensor's farm, but eventually returned to logging. In the

winter he drove school bus. He used a team and sleigh,
picking up children from Turnerville to Bedford. In 1939 he
purchased a 48 passenger bus and hauled high school

students to Afton. He married Nellie LaNeve Wright on May 1, 1929. A daughter, Joyce,
only lived four months, dying with whooping cough and pneumonia. Their son, DeRell,
was born four years later. Nellie was born to Eliza and Don Wright. She had polio as a
child and her left arm was not as strong as the other. This did not keep Nellie from doing ail
the things she wanted to do, including driving the school bus, trucks, and working at the
side of her husband all his life. One of Nellie's close friends was Zelda Coy. Howard
Skinner and Roy Skinner went to Thayne to date the two girls. Howard worked for the
Forest Service for 17 years. In 1945 he was acting forest guard at the Standard Timber tie
camp on LaBarge Creek until he was called away into the Navy. He took his training at
Camp Perry, Virginia, where they lived until he was discharged. Howard then went to
work for Standard Timber Co., checkinglogs. Later, he bought a truck and hauled ties into
Kemmer for them. In 1947 he bought the sawmill at the head of Greys River from the Call
brothers. He secured a tie contract from Union Pacific and Rio Grande Railroad, and
shipped his ties from Kemmer and Cokeville to Laramie and Calles, Oregon. He liked to
work with youngmenand they liked himand have said many times, that the time spent in
the Greys River Camp was the best time of their lives. They continued to visit and stayed
close throughout theyears. His business grew, so he contracted two other saw mills, Hugh
Formaii's from Lyman and Morris Seneshen's, from the eastern part of the state. Howard
spent several winters at the head of Greys River, working as a crew foreman. At first,
supplies were brought in by airplane. Thenhe purchased a four passenger snow plane and
traveled either by way of LaBarge or over Smith Fork. He continued to log in Idaho until
1970, but before retiring, he supplied most of the lumber for the Palisades Dam. After
retiring, they spent many winters in Arizona, working on his claims and fishing on the
Colorado River. He always loved to fish and hunt. Howardand Nellie were both very neat
and orderly and everything had to be in order and in its place, both inside and outside of
their home. Howard died in May1988 and Nelliepassed away in a rest home in Idaho.
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James Albert Skinner was bom in Providence Utah on 3 December 1871. He died just 2
^ years later on 13 September 1873 from measles, which was a dreaded disease at that time.
}
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Alice Amelia Skinner was bom in Providence Utah on 10 December

1873. She married Erastus Peterson on 9 July 1891
and was sealed on 13 October 1896. They had four T't"
children, Alice Marie, bom abt 1895, Beulah Jane,
bom 28 Jun 1908, Eratus John, born 3 Nov 1910 and 1|
Samuel Elmo Peterson. All were born in Nounan,
Bear Lake, Idaho. Alice's husband Erastus died 11
Mar1925 in Idaho Falls Idaho. Alice passedaway on j
25 Jun 1956 also at Idaho Falls. I
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Nephi Aaron Skinner was bom in Nounan Idaho on 8 December
i 1876. He was the first white child born in the Nounan Valley.

Sm Nephi's close friend was his nephew John Stephen eldest son of
J^P: John A. Skinner who was ayear younger than Nephi. As they got

^ - • old^r h® his nephew would love to ride their ponies up
* ^ ; Skinner Canyon to visit friends and just be riding. They would

:' , I love to "go to town" this would be an all day event being 15miles
; \ \ i from Montpelier or Paris. Nephi was 8 and ready to be baptized

' ' but it was winter and everything was froze so he waited until 7
June 1885 and was then baptized by his brother Brigham and
confirmed by his father John. When he was 13 he was later

mtmKm baptized and confirmed again, which was the custom at that time.
When Nephi was only 9 years old it is likely that the arrest of Samuel Humphreys, one of
Nephi's early school teachers, had an impact on his life. Samuel was arrested for Polygamy.
The when he was 14 years old Hyrum Skinner his oldest brother who also lived in Nounan
was arrested and sentenced to 1 year in prison at Sioux Falls, South Dakota for breaking the
Edmunds Law, that is, practicing polygamy. Life was very much the pioneer life. The
telegraph linked Paris with much of the States in 1871,and then the telephone came to Bear
Lake in 1901 and electric power in 1902. One of Nephi's teachers describes the classrooms
as having desks which were boards fastened to the wall that could be raised by a board
fastened underneath to hold them up so books could be laid on them. They only had one
text per grade which consisted of the Bible,Book of Mormon, speller, reader, numbers book,
and penmanship. Students from the age of 8 to 30 were permitted to attend if they needed to
learn to read. Nephi finished school at Nounan at 16 years of age and then went to school
in Salt Lake City where he lived with his Sister, Emily Eugenia. He attended LDS Business
College. He attended for 2 or 3 winters. He had a talent for music and learn (by his self) to
play the violin,, piano, accordion, and bass violin. He played for dances all over the valley.
He also had a wonderful tenor singing voice. He married Etta Mae
Morgan who he met because she lived with his parents and taught
school in Nounan. They were married in the Logan Temple on 8
June 1898. A mission for the church became one of the greatest .
schools he attended and profited well from. He was called to the ||^np|P^
British Mission by President Joseph F. Smith in 1905. This meant
leaving his wife and 4children all under the age of six to operate the |
ranch. Nephi and Etta's first child was Clawson Nephi and was m jfe JIP
born 21 May 1899 in Nounan. He became a dentist and began his
practice in Whittier, California where he also served as a bishop. At
one time his Father and brother Earnest, visited him in California
and received some dental work. Clawson's father Nephi wore some
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dentures that didn't fit very well and Clawson made his some new ones. The next summer
Nephi wrote to Clawson telling him the teeth were just fine, they had passed the test- he
could use his teeth in castrating the lambs as he used to do with his "own" teeth. Their
second son, Karl was born 22 February 1901 in Nounan. He married Venus Wallentine of
Paris on 25 February 1918. Then on 30 March 1903 Nephi and Etta's third child and first
daughter was born at Nounan. She was named Portia by her father. She married Louis W.
Budge of Paris and were married 21 September 1923. The fourth child and son was born 10
December 1908 at Nounan and was given the - , . ^
name of Halver Morgan. He married Violet Marie
Steffenhagen while college and lived in Logan
Utah. Lester was bom 22 August 1910 and later
married Lola Mary Patterson of Bloomington,
Idaho. They were married 22 August 1929. They
lived in the Bear Lake Valley. Hlda Mae was born
6 April in Nounan. She married Alvin G.l .
Carlson Logan, Utah and moved to Preston,
Idaho. A1 passed away and she married Maruice
Burtcher. Earnest Morgan was born 29July 1916 in
Nounan. He met Mabel Clarinda Peterson while serving on his mission and they were
married on 29 May 1939 in the Arizona Temple. They lived in Mesa Arizona. Nephi's
health began to weaken in 1939. he had rheumatism for some time. He began to have a
struggle in breathingand could not walk far without resting. His conditionworsened until
he passed away 19 May 1941 and was buried in the Skinner Cemetery on their property in
Nounan.
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Liverpool, England to New York
2 January 1857

DISTRICT OF NEW YORK-PORT OF NEW YORK

I, C Hutchinson Master of the Ship Columbia do solemnly,
sincerely and truly swear that the following List or
Manifest, subscribed by me, and now delivered by me to

New York, is a full and perfect list of all the passengers
taken on board the said ship at the port of Liverpool from
which port said ship has now arrived; and that on said list
is truely designated the age, the sex, and the occupation of ; WJ
each of said passengers, the part of the vessel occupied by
each during passage, the country to which each belongs
and also the country of which it is intended by them to
become an inhabitant; and that said List or Manifest truly
sets forth the number of said passengers who have died on
said voyage, and the ages of those who died. V

Sworn to this 2 nd January 1857, Before me (signature
cannot be read). Signed C. Hutchinson
List or Manifest Of All The Passengers taken on board the
Ship Columbia whereof C. Hutchinson is Master, from Example ofShip Accommodations
Liverpool. ' —
Columns represent: Name, Age, Sex, Occupation, country to which they severally belong.
Country of which they intend to become inhabitants and Location of compartment or space
occupied. 416 Passengers on this ship.

177 John Skinner

Between Deck

178 Jane Skinner

Between Deck

179 Hyram Skinner
Between Deck

180 Geo Skinner

Between Deck

181 Brighain Skinner
Between Deck

34 M Laborer

35 F Wife

M Child

4 M Child

11m M Child
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